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Paroh regrets the decision he made to free Bnei Yisrael and attempt to either bring them
back to missrayim or to destroy the nation. He decides to gather his remaining army and
attack them. Finally getting close to Bnei Yisrael the pasuk states (14, 10) ופרעה הקריב
and Paroh came close.  Bnei Yisrael then saw them and became frightened and cried out
to Hashem. The Midrash Rabbah points out to the strange word which means and והקריב
he brought close, instead of saying and Paroh came close. There is a message ופרעה קרב
which the Torah is teaching us. Aside from the fact that Paroh and his army was closing in
on Bnei Yisrael, this also brought about his bringing Bnei Yisrael closer to Hashem. By
putting fear into them and they had no escape, they automatically turned to Hashem and
poured out their hearts to save them. הקריב את לבם לאבינו שבשמים he brought their
hearts  closer to Hashem. The midrash asks, “Why did Hashem do all of this?” For one
reason alone, since Hashem loves their prayers. The midrash explains this with a mashal.
A princess was traveling on the road alone and was attacked by thieves. There happened
to be a king traveling on the road who heard her cries and immediately came to her
rescue. After this incident the king sent a message to this princess that he would like to
marry her, but she refused. The king was upset, but did not give up. He found out that one
day she would be traveling and he sent his men to presumably attack her. When this
happened she began to scream for help from the king. The king approached and told her,
“This is what I have been yearning for, to hear your lovely voice beseeching my help”.
Similarly, when Bnei Yisrael were in Missrayim and they were being tortured by merciless
taskmasters, they cried out to Hashem and He saved them and took them out of
missrayim. Now that they were safe, Hashem missed their prayers, so he sent Paroh after
them and again they raised their voices in prayer to Hashem to save them. Hashem said,
“How much do I love their prayers”. Rabbi Yehezkel Levenstein zt”l (Continued on page 2)
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Parashat Beshalah/פרשת בשלח

Friday /

Minha - מנחה /  5:03

Candle Lighting -  5:08

Shekiah - שקיעה / 5:26

Shabbat Morning /
- קרבנות  8:00
- ה‘ מלך 8:15

- שמע מ”א 8:55
שיעור חובות הלבבות

Shabbat Afternoon /
- שיעור הלכה  3:15

- מנחה 4:30
- שקיעה 5:27
- שיחה 6:00
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The young man was a masmid and a talmid hacham of
stature. In his humility, he decided to keep this information
to himself and conducted himself accordingly. He
conversed with the simple yidden, showed interest in their
lives and then proceeded to his learning. But his greatness
eventually caught the attention of the rav of the city and
after learning with the talmid hacham became aware of the
greatness that was humbly living in their midst.

One day, the young man asked that the rav accompany his
to visit a man who was sick. Though the illness was not

fatal, the man felt it was important that the rav go and see the sick individual.
Although he did not understand the necessity, being aware of the man’s greatness,
the rav acquiesced.  Yankele’s wife was surprised when she opened the door to her
home. There stood the esteemed rav of their town, accompanied by a young
scholar. And the rav had come to see her husband! The rav was taken to Yankele,
who was a blacksmith by profession and who was also surprised by the visit. After
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explains this Midrash. Studying this midrash one learns the whole
concept of what Tefilah is. Generally people understand that

tefilah is used to protect us from ssarot, problems, and dangers. If one knew that there
would be no problems, such as sicknesses, poverty or any harm, he would not feel the
need to pray. The midrash tells us that this is not  so. Tefilah has its own purpose,
irrelevant of problems. Tefilah is in place of korbanot, which maintain the world and its
functions. Each tefilah brings beracha and hatslacha to every being on earth, giving
energy to all of the heavenly bodies to function with all of the elements of nature.
Besides that it brings one closer to Hashem. By praying one starts to realize more and
more that Hashem, Who is the sole ,(the one who everything belongs) קונה הכל
Conductor of the whole world, is full of love and compassion, and cares with such hesed
and rahamim and with every being on earth. The more one prays and pours out his
feelings and needs to Hashem, knowing that He is the source of everything and is waiting
to hear your needs and reliance on Him, the more He can show you how much He loves
us.
The pasuk says he brought the hearts of every Jew closer to Hashem, as פרעה הקריב
they prayed and said, “Hashem, You are the only One that cares for us and can help us”.
This is the purpose of problems - to come closer to Hashem and put full faith in His loving

(Continued from page 1)

Stories of Gedolim

Shabbat Shalom                   HaRav Ezra Zafrani
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AXOLOTL
Hashem created many wonderful creatures each with
their unique looks and characteristics.

The axolotl is a strange creature, for a few reasons. It’s a neotenous
salamander, which means it retains its larval form even after reaching maturity.
Though confined to the water, it has a rudimentary set of lungs which it
occasionally uses to gulp air at the surface. And it has the healing powers of a
superhero.

When one of these creatures is damaged (cut, or having a limb torn off),
coagulation begins immediately – and new cells start to develop. In the case of
a missing limb, a layer of skin cells begin to form from the cells at the location of
the trauma. Following this, new tissues begin to grow: the axolotl is remarkable
for its ability to generate new blood vessels, sinews, muscle, bone and even
nerves. The length of time it takes to grow a brand new limb? Just a few months.

The same regeneration occurs with non-vital organs, and even parts of the
brain. It’s for these amazing healing abilities that the axolotl is commonly
studied in laboratories around the world.

Rabbi Eliyahu Tobal

נפלאות הבורא
Hashems Amazing World

Stories of Gedolim visiting with Yankele the rav left the house, but he
could not contain his curiosity. True, it was a mitzvah
to do ביקור חולים but Yankele wasn’t fatally ill. Why

had the young talmid hacham been so insistent? The man replied “I’ve often
conversed with Yankele and he tells me of the lack of in his home. Due to  שלום בית
his simple trade he is not accorded much respect by his wife and this is a source of
great distress to him. I felt that if the rav would show importance to him by visiting
him, that would increase his esteem in his wife’s eyes, so I asked that the rav visit”.

And indeed it was. Yankele’s wife bragged to her friends of her husband’s hashivus
who had merited a visit from the rav of their town! And the young scholar whose
keen insight and care for his fellow Jew was none other   then Rav Avrohom
Yeshaya Karelitz zt”l, the great Chazon Ish.
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הלכות למעשה
Weekly Halachot

Mukseh is the prohibition of moving certain
objects on Shabbat.
The most basic mukseh is items of no use,
such as stones, twigs, pits, shells and bones or
broken vessels. As well as money, credit cards
and checks. Another type of mukseh are
items that are forbidden to use on Shabbat
such as a pen, phone, hammer and electrical
appliances. Furthermore expensive items that
are only used for a forbidden purpose are
mukseh.

The prohibition of mukseh was established by
חז”ל in order to prevent one from carrying in a
public domain on Shabbat. It is also intended
to help us recognize the spirit and holiness of
the day and not to be busy with mundane
activities. This is done by always being aware
of what may be moved and what may not be
moved.

כלי שמלאכתו להיתר
1. One may move any item that is used for
permitted usages on Shabbat such as cups
plates forks spoons and knives. However it is
forbidden to move them for no purpose, yet
some allow them to be moved around in a
playing way.
2. Food and sefarim may be moved even
without a purpose. However tefilin are mukseh.
3. A heavy item such as a dresser may be
moved on Shabbat.

כלי שמלאכתו לאיסור
4. An item that is mainly used for an activity
that is forbidden on Shabbat such as a pen or
hammer may be moved to use its place or to
use it for a permitted purpose. Therefore one
may use a hammer to crack open a nut.
5. An expensive phone may not be moved on
Shabbat.

Toys and Games
1. Maran in the shulhan aruch writes that a ball
is mukseh, and in the bet yosef quotes the
Gemara yerushalmi that an entire community
was destroyed because they would play ball on
shabbat.
2. Some poskim say that a ball is not mukseh
and even maran would agree since our balls
are manufactured for this purpose and maran
was talking about the balls in his time that
were made out of left over materials.
3. Lego and connecting toy blocks are not
mukseh however if they connect tightly then it
is mukseh according to rav elyashev. However
Hacham ben sion aba shaul says that all lego
may be connected on Shabbat he explains that
even if they connect tightly and are left for a
long period of time it is not considered building
since it is only a toy for that reason rav
shienberg says they are not mukseh.
4. Jigsaw puzzle are mukseh according to rav
elyashev because it is forbidden to put
together a puzzle on shabbat. However
Hacham aba shaul says that it permitted for
girls to play with on Shabbat however older
boys should not be playing with toys on
Shabbat.
5. Chess and backgammon are not mukseh
however the Hida and mishna berura say to
refrain from such frivolous behavior.
6. Adult bicycles are mukseh but a child’s bike
may be moved however one should not allow
their children to ride on shabbat.
7. A baby carriage that a wheel fell off is
mukseh since the wheel may not be attached
on Shabbat.
8. If ones clothes got soaking wet they are
mukseh until they dry because one come to
squeeze them however if they got wet while
he was wearing them then he may continue
wearing them.

Laws of Mukseh on Shabbat


