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This week’s parsha begins with the remarkable topic of 
bikkurim, the first fruits which farmers were to bring to 

Yerushalayim as a token of recognition for the largess and 
bounty which God bestowed upon them, and especially as 
thanks for the holy land of Israel which he had given us as an 
inheritance.

One of the acts involved in this mitzvah’s process was 
the recitation of a detailed passage by the person bringing the 
fruits. Included in this meaningful statement is the following 
verse- Higaditi hayom l’ Hashem Elokeichem ki Ba’asi el 
Ha’aretz asher Nishba Hashem L:’ Avoseinu Lasais lanu.-  
I declare today to Hashem, Your God, that I have come to the 
land that Hashem swore to our forefathers to give us.  

Once the Ponevezher Rov, Rav Yosef Shlomo Kahaneman, 
was addressing a large audience and he commented on this 
verse. He observed that although the mitzvah of Bikkurim 
is timeless and applies whenever we would be established 
in Eretz Yisroel, even if we were there for generations, the 
verse’s usage seems to intimate that the person saying this 
statement was the one coming to Israel for the first time- ki 
Ba’asi el Ha’aretz- I have come to the land. That is not the 
law and therefore he asked what it is that the Torah is teaching 
us?

I am sure that it was with a twinkle in his eye, and his 
usual elegance, that he suggested that when it comes to Eretz 
Yisroel there is no such thing as old hat. There cannot possibly 
be any staleness. Those that have settled in the land, those that 
have the opportunity to visit the land and those that are seeing 
Ha’aretz asher Nishba Hashem L:’ Avoseinu Lasais lanu  - 
the land that Hashem swore to our forefathers to give us,  for 
the first time, must experience it the same way. The freshness, 
the honor and the excitement with which we approached the 
land on our first visit is undoubtedly present when we have 
experienced it for generations. It is always as if it is now that 
Ba’asi el Ha’aretz- I have come to the land. He related that 
this was the manner that he experienced with the land. It was 
always new, always fresh and always novel. It was never 
staid, never dull or old hat. There was a fresh perspective at 
every turn and place. 

The unique perspective of Rav Kahaneman is certainly 
not surprising. Clarity in mission and freshness in approach 
was his raison d’être in life. Rabbi Kahaneman emigrated 
to the British Mandate of Palestine in 1940 and built Kiryat 
Ha-Yeshiva (“Town of the Yeshiva”) in Bnei Brak and Batei 
Avot orphanages. Rabbi Kahaneman travelled widely in the 
Diaspora to secure financial support for his yeshiva, which he 
constantly and unfailingly improved and extended.

Historically, he was a man who managed to build the 
famous yeshiva in B’nai Brak when there was little confidence 
in anyone’s ability to build the world of Torah. His vision 
knew no bounds when it came to advancing the agenda for 
klal yisroel.  His utilization of “out of the box” thinking and 
his acts of kindness are legendary. Throughout all of this he 
was able to teach that no one person is ever finished with his 
mission in life. Certainly one should not ever be satisfied with 
his stature and position when he still has the ability to reach 
out and reach a little farther. In short, don’t be content, reach 
up and realize that with the right drive and force one can help 
build generations of families, yeshivas and orthodoxy.

Rav Chaim Shmuelevitz, Rosh Yeshivas Mir, expresses a 
similar sentiment about the austere and serious days in which 
we find ourselves. The days of Elul are meant for introspection 
of ones deeds, mitzvos and life.  After all, they are the days 
which lead up to Rosh Hashana. It is a time of Teshuva and 
repentance. 

The famous verse regarding Teshuva in parshas Nitzavim 
states quite unequivocally- Lo Niflais hi... Ki Karov eleichah 
Hadavar Meod- it is not far from you….it is extremely close 
and near.  The explicit inference is that it is easy, approachable 
and simple to perform Teshuva. 

Yet, the unspoken question which he asks is that it does 
not seem so easy at all. It seems to be extremely difficult to 
change a bit of our ways. Every year we promise to be better, 
we hope for change, yet it doesn’t seem to happen. We look 
at our yearly “balance sheet” and some of us come to the 
realization that it is the same old story as last year. Yet, if it 
is so easy, accessable and approachable, why does it seem so 
hard to achieve? 

In short, Rav Chaim suggests that it is because we 
sometimes find ourselves in an imposed spiritual slumber 
from which it is difficult to be pulled out of. It is the staid 
monotony of our daily grind which belies a fresh approach 
to our personal lives. A contentment of sorts that inhibits the 
issues of our lives that really needs to be addressed. 

What we need, he writes, is a wake-up call, a sense 
of honesty and truth which would compel us to think, to 
contemplate and to honestly assess where we are and where 
we need to be. What we need is a fresh perspective to rouse 
and stir up the realization of what we are and what we can 
accomplish. 

I heard a story from Rabbi Yissacher Frand about his 
student who had studied at Columbia University and once 
returned there to run a Shabbaton for a group of mentally 
handicapped teenagers. He was speaking about each 
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individual’s task in life and how each individual letter in the 
Torah corresponds and represents a different Jewish Neshama 
(soul) and how each Jew’s task is different from that of every 
other Jew. 

At that point one of the boys raised his hand and asked: 
“what’s my role in life? I’m challenged, im limited, I don’t 
have a role!” with that he started crying and was joined in his 
sorrow by many of the advisors there.

Flabbergasted, the student thought quickly on his feet and 
answered the following to this boy: “look what you did with 
your question! You made a whole room of people start crying; 
you made them think, and evaluate their lives as well. Even 
here, you have a wonderful role!”

A week later the same boy awakened and told his mother 
that he did not feel well. Later that day he passed away. This 
Rabbi went to console the parent, yet he had no idea of what 

he can say to comfort them, so he spoke of the previous week’s 
Shabboton, the events that transpired and how their son asked 
a question which moved an entire crowd. And how the boy 
was comforted and felt closer to God with the answer that he 
was given. With that the parents said they were comforted too. 

Rabbi Frand said that we see how much a mentally 
challenged young man can achieve with a single question and 
if that is the case, then it is incumbent for us to ask that same 
question- what is our purpose? How can we become better 
people, for ourselves and for the Jewish people? 

That, writes Rav Shmuelevitz, is what will propel us to 
approach and appreciate these days for what they are; it will 
help us as we move toward the day of Rosh Hashana and, 
hopefully, it will give a fresh, new, unique perspective on our 
lives that will allow us to realize the goals and aspirations of 
our lives. 

R’ Heshy Kahan|Chaver HaKollel

Q: Is there any possible issue with persuading customers 
to patronize goods from one ‘s business in order to attract 
customers from the competition selling the same item?

A: As is brought down in the Mishneh1 1 that the tanah R’ 
Yehudah holds that one may not offer candies as a promotional 
item to attract children to one’s store as that would be luring 
away customers from other (similar) businesses. 

Q: Does everyone agree with this psak?

A: The Chachamim argue with R’ Yehudah and hold that 
it’s perfectly permissible to offer these items to the children, 
and in fact mention that it is recommended to do. They were 
underscoring a general concept that it’s best for the paying 
customer to have free trade and competition as by default the 
prices decrease. Since we see from quite some sources  2 that 
the needs of the community overrides that of the individual 
the Chachamim not only allow promotions to garner interest 
in one’s business but actually encourage it as well.

Q: Which view do we follow?

A: The Shulchan Aruch  3 follows the psak of the Chachamim 
that one may 

	try to attract as many customers as possible 

	lower one’s prices via blowout sales etc. 

in order to get people in the door of his business.

Q: Are there any guidelines towards how far one may go 
to attract business toward his company?

A: While it’s understood that anyone getting new customers 
is ultimately taking business away from someone else, there 
is a limit to the extent of how and where one can present his 
business. This is brought down explicitly from the Gemara  
4 where: 

1) R’ Huna states that if one person has a milling business 
then one may not open another milling plant right next 
to him

2) it is taught that if a fisherman spreads his net to get a 
fish others may not spread theirs out to catch anything 
within a certain radius of the first one’s net.

We see that if opening up shop near another business will 
surely cause a loss to another to the extent that his business 
will cease to exist then one would not be allowed to based on 
the issur of hasagas g’vul (encroaching on one’s boundaries).

Q: What is the guidelines for healthy competition and the 

HALACHIC PERSPECTIVES: HASAGAS G’VUL
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above mentioned examples that is prohibited?

A: The concept of hasagas g’vul can be gleaned from these 
scenarios as the first case is talking about a situation where 
the second milling plant opened up right by the entrance to 
the first one thereby making all possible customers for the 
first business to have to pass through the newer store. The 
second case teaches the concept from a different angle, in 
that since the first fisherman put out his net and exerted a 
significant amount of effort to secure this particular area one 
can’t come in suddenly and take that away. As even though 
the first one doesn’t “own” the water he still has the rights 
to be there solo because he secured the area via his toil. 
Therefore if someone opens a business that either:

	is right at the entrance to another similar one in which 
everyone has to pass through

	encroaches on the goods that were actualized via 
someone else’s hard work and efforts5 5

then he would be entering the realms of hasagas g’vul.

Q: Is one therefore able to open up any business assuming 
it’s not at the entrance or direct vicinity of another 
business of the same type?

A: If one were to open a business that would automatically 
close down another one that was there first then that would 
be prohibited even if merely in the same town. Meaning 
there has to be enough clients/customers to uphold both 
businesses. As there were a few teshuvos written about these 
kind of situations such as:

•	 a store that sold lumber in a small European village that 
was told not to stay open as the village couldn’t provide 
for him and the previously existing one

•	 a possible business looking to sell glass was not allowed 
to start up as there was already a glass store in that city

•	 R’ Moshe Fienstein  6 paskened for a certain out-of 
-town community that one may not open up another 
seforim store as there is not a large enough population 
to support two stores.

Therefore one has to be cognizant of the population as well 

as the local cultures7 7 before opening up any new business. 

Q: If there is a concern that one may be taking away 
customers from another business then how is free trade 
and healthy competition ever actualized?

A: The only concern when opening up a similar business 
to an already existing one is that one will be automatically 
cutting out the first business. If however he is merely giving 
the community another option to shop by providing a 
possible better product or service and there is enough clients/
customers for both venues then it would be permitted. It is 
for this reason that there are:

	many pizza stores in the boro park neighborhood 

	numerous sushi places in the flatbush section of 
Brooklyn

	a lot of kosher bakeries in the Brooklyn and Manhattan 
areas

	plenty of small groceries in Williamsburg

as the culture of the local population is such that breathes 
enough business into each venue even if they are close in 
proximity, sometimes even on the same block.  8 Since the 
client base and spending habits of these people can provide 
sustenance for all of these business’s it is not only permitted 
but encouraged so as to bring down prices and provide a better 
buying experience for the consumer. As aside for balancing 
out costs, competition helps discourage complacency and 
laziness thereby keeping a company sharp and innovative to 
produce a better product. 

Q: Are there any other scenarios where one should be 
concerned with hasagas g’vul?

A: If one person has a consistent client and you specifically 
target him with the intention of undercutting who he’s 
already doing business with then one may be dabbling in 
hasagas g’vul issues. For example:

	one agreed to do a job (i.e. construction, law services, 
consulting etc.) via contract  9 and another then goes 
and offers the same product or service for a significant 
savings thereby almost surely causing the first business 

R’ Heshy Kahan
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the loss of this customer 

	people are lined up at the stop of a private bus company 
(i.e. that takes people from Monsey to Manhattan, from 
Catskills to Brooklyn etc. or even at a local bus-stop 
of the MTA) and another drives by right before the 
appointed time of the bus and offers to take them to 
their desired destination for a lower price

	one hires a band for a simcha and after confirming it 
(which usually requires the lead member to “lock up” 
all the members via some kind of down payment) 
another musician comes and offers a cheaper price per 
hour10   etc.

	customers are waiting on line to pay for a certain 
product (i.e. laptop, camera etc.) at a retail store and 
you tell  them that you can get them the same product 
at a wholesale price

	there is a small bakery in a bungalow colony that 
subsists solely on the profits of the families of these 
units and someone comes along with a bakery truck to 
sell their goods in that colony

then that would be prohibited based on the concepts of 
hasagas g’vul. (there is also a concept of what is referred to 
as “marupya”    where one targets a specific customer12   that 
has been cultivated for years by a certain business, this too    
is encroaching on hasagas g’vul).

Q: Are there any exceptions to the issur of hasagas g’vul?

A: Interestingly, unless it will come to the definite closing of 
another Yeshiva or Torah organization one may open another 
one, even right near by14   as it’s not about competing or 
upending anybody but rather to spread the word of Torah 
which is the most noble and pure “business”15   one can 
start. Based on the idea the “kinas sofrim tarbeh chachma” 
(jealousy of learning increases wisdom) it would be permitted 
to open as many Yeshivos/Bais Yakov’s/organizations as the 
community desires. So barring any major closing of one 
Yeshiva due to the loss of students to another one, they can 
open any amount of Yeshivos without any halachic concerns. 
As what ultimately transpires is that both Yeshivos make 
themselves sharper in trying to produce greater and more 
accomplished b’nai torah.

Q: Does the above exemption apply to opening up as 
many Shuls as the community desires just as well?

A: There are those poskim    who do suggest that this too is 
permitted. It seems that this would be allowed where this 
particular group is not at all adhering to the the first Rav 
and would only follow the directives of a new one. Others 
however are not so quick to apply the leniency of  “kinas 
sofrim tarbeh chachma” (jealousy of learning increases 
wisdom) to the opening of many Shuls. This can be seen 
going as far back as the Radvaz    who was very skeptical of 
opening another Shul unless davaning there really becomes 
intolerable. In fact R’ Moshe Fienstein zt”l,18   was asked 
whether a minyan can break-off to form it’s own minyan 
as the current Rabbi was actually verbally abusing the 
congregants.  R’ Moshe responded that the strength of Klal 
Yisroel is in it’s unity and not in the amount of Shuls it has 
and it’s therefore better to deal with the disenchantment of 
the Rabbi in order to focus on the greater good of a single 
entity in prayer. As all the break-offs of the break-offs of 
the break-offs accomplish is more of Klal Yisroel breaking-
off of each other. Clearly one sees from this teshuva that 
although hasagas g’vul was not a concern regarding the 
opening of a new shul, the fact that the Rav was not exactly 
in sync with what the congregants wanted didn’t warrant one 
either.19  

FOOTNOTES

1. Bava Metziah 60a

2. See Bava Basra 25a that’s replete with instances that 
prove this point

3. C.M. 228:18

4. Bava Basra 21b

5. This is further proven by the mishneh in Gitten 59b in 
where an indigent fellow knocks off some olives from a 
tree and although he never legally acquires the fruit it is 
considered stealing for anyone to come in and “clean up 
shop” by gathering these now fallen olives as this would 
be taking the efforts of someone else

6. Igros Moshe C.M. 2:31
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7. As for instance the locals of Manhattan eat out dinner all 
the time and those living in Brooklyn are always found 
eating Pizza hence these area can uphold many steak 
house restaurants and pizza shops respectively. This is 
opposed to a city such as New Haven where the culture 
is not to eat out and opening up a restaurant or pizza 
store would put the sole restaurant which acts as the bak-
ery/pizza/deli (it’s actually all in the same store, morn-
ing is dairy/pizza and night it changes over to meat/deli) 
out of business

8. One need not look further then Bread-smith that opened 
up next to Kaff’s, Pizza Heaven that serves people a block 
away from Pizza Cafe and Pizza Nosh and Sweet Choice 
that serves sandwich’s right next door to Shwartz’s that 
does the same.

9. It should be known that legally a verbal agreement is 
also binding but since not really practically enforce-
able it won’t hold much value in court however as far as 
hasagas g’vul is concerned it may be enough to be con-
sidered a deal in the making which would deny anyone 
else from undercutting

10. As explained by renowned musician and DJ Moishe 
Warsawsky (for bookings and events of his extraordi-
nary musical talents call (516) 732-1579...nisht uhn 
Shabbos g’redt)

11. Which is actually an Arabic word, that refers to some-
one who is “known” meaning a known customer and is 
brought down by the Mordechai as well as other earlier 
Rishonim in reference to targeting one’s particular client 
while he has been cultivated by another proprietor

12. See Chavas Yair 1:42 for more lengthy description of 
this topic

13. It should be noted that nowadays with the broad and far 
reaching capabilities of the internet

14. Bava Basra 23b, C.M. 156:6

15. The fact that many people scoff and say what a great 
business Yeshiva’s have is not only ludicrous but shal-
low as well. The fact that Rabbeim dedicate their day 
teaching their students and their nights preparing their 
classes all for a salary which many times is not on time 
and/or not enough only proves that their mesiras nefesh 
for our children is real and tangible. One need to only 
look a little closer into the lifestyles of our mechanchim 
and mechanchos to realize that no one in their right mind 
would start a Yeshiva, school or organization for their 
profit as there almost always never is.

16. Shevet Halaivi:7

17. 3:472

18. Igros Moshe 1:38

19. The reason there is emphasis placed on this point is be-
cause ever since the advent of the wonderful “board” 
that seems to govern many Shuls it seems that the mere 
fact that someone’s pockets go deep he gets the right 
to decide what should or should not be Shul policy and 
what rules, laws and halachic dictum’s should be “al-
lowed” to the Rav. It must become inculcated within our 
attitudes that should the Rav chas v’shalom not say, do, 
or preach exactly to one’s liking it is not a reason to  start 
a new Kehilla nor to have the Rav find a new one either. 
The Rosh of any spiritual institution should be the deci-
sion maker and whether the decisions are liked or not, 
both the Rav and the minyan should be allowed to carry 
on in its entirety.
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R’ Ari Mandel
CAREFUL WHAT YOU SAY

Parshas Ki Savo describes the legendary episode, 
where Moshe gives over to klal Yisroel the berachos on 

Har Grizim and the klalos on Har Aival. The last klala says 
(27; 26) ‘Cursed be he who does not uphold the words of this 
Torah, to fulfill them. And all the people shall say, ‘Amen!”.

On the surface it seems like a very general klala. 
The Torah is quite particular with other klalos, stating 
specifics - i.e. cursed be he who curses his parents; who 
worships idolatry, etc. Why then, is this one so broad?

Secondly, let us delve into this a bit deeper; anyone 
who transgresses any previous curse has automatically 
transgressed the last curse of ‘not upholding the words of the 
Torah!’ That being said, it obviously can’t be referring to any 
of the aforementioned curses. If so, what is this last curse 
coming to add?

Lastly, what does it mean when it says ‘to fulfill them‘ 
if it already says ‘he who does not uphold ‘? If one does 
not uphold them he in essence has not fulfilled the will 
of Hashem? What is the meaning of these extra words?

Ksav Sofer brings a Rambam, who answers with the 
following idea.

A human being is created with a yetzer tov and a 
yetzer hara. The objective of the yetzer hara is to trick 
a person to allow them to give into their earthly desires. 
When someone does an aveira it is because he gave into a 
desire and slipped. If deep down he understands that there’s 
a mitzvah in the Torah not to do that, his punishment isn’t so 
severe. But if this person who gets caught up in aveiros says 
to himself that these specific commandments are ‘not for 
him’, he will receive a greater punishment. As the Rambam 
states, this is what the pasuk refers to when it says ‘nefesh 
asher ta’aseh b’yad rama - one who transgresses a sin with 

a strong hand and intentional, ‘Hashem who migadef’- he is 
cursing Hashem. Says the Rambam, this applies even if it’s 
the smallest aveira in the world; when a person reaches such 
a low-where he says that ‘Hashem didn’t mean me’-such a 
person lacks trust in Hashem and his Torah.

A person must be extremely careful to avoid leading to 
such behavior. There are certain aveiros that we all struggle 
with, but one should understand that although they are 
difficult-with siyata d’shmaya we will overcome it. One can 
never come to the point where they say that this aveira was 
not meant ‘for me’. The Rambam says that even someone who 
stumbles but knows that it is wrong, his punishment is not as 
severe as the person who disregarded the word of Hashem.

Says the Ksav Sofer all of the curses mentioned are for 
the person who stumbled and gave in to his desire. But the 
last curse (27; 26) is referring to the person who deliberately 
says ‘I’m not makbid on this one’. Such an attitude is 
blasphemy!  Even though it’s a small aveira, if you write it 
off there is a separate curse reserved for you-since you made 
a mental decision that this specific commandment is not for 
you.

There’s a tremendous lesson for us to learn from here 
and that is to be extremely cautious. Even though life is full 
of difficult challenges and we all fall, nevertheless even if 
you transgress a sin over 100 times-you can never get to the 
point, and are not allowed to say, I’m not makpid on such a 
commandment’ or ‘it’s not for me’. For if you do, you are 
entitled to a special curse. 

May we all merit having an easy time overcoming 
any desires we may have and may we have more and 
more opportunities to show Hashem how much we love 
his Torah by performing more and more mitzvos daily. 

PARSHA THOUGHTS
R’ Aron Moshe Jacobson

Moshe stressed to the people “this day [i.e. today], 
Hashem commands you to fulfill these decrees…” 

(26:17). Chafetz Chayim expounded on Moshe’s usage of 
the terminology ‘today’ as opposed to a general statement of 
being commanded. Our Evil Inclination is constantly pushing 
us to procrastinate. In Spanish there is a word Manãna 
(pronounced Manyana), which means tomorrow or whenever, 
usually referring to an uncertain time similar to “when I will 
get around to it”. Moshe was stressing, take advantage of 
today. Each and every day is a separate opportunity to follow 
the commandments of Hashem.

A person who hits another person secretly, is cursed 
(27:24). This prohibition is referring to anonymous and hidden 
attacks on others. If a person feels that someone else is doing 
something wrong then they have to take responsibility for 
their stance instead of speaking about them behind their back. 
R' Yaakov Galinsky quotes R' Elchanan Wasserman as having 
said, "If something is not appropriate to be done in the public 
eye, then it is also wrong to do it privately!" If we feel that it 
is necessary and appropriate to speak out about the wrong of 
another person, we should not do so by spreading the word 
through the proverbial grapevine. We should be prepared 
to speak to the person directly, privately and confront their 
wrong behavior. 



THE SHTIEBLE 9

WEEKLY INSIGHTS
R’ Aharon Finkelstein  Chaver HaKollel

When we consider this week’s perasha, we find that 
there are two main points to extract within the 28th 

chapter. It begins by stating, “And it shall come to pass that 
if you follow the directives of Hashem and observe all of 
His commandments which He has commanded you” (Ki 
Tavo 28:1), then blessing will be bestowed upon you. The 
second half of this chapter focuses on the exact antithesis, 
which is if we do not follow Hashem’s directives then a list 
of curses will be the consequence.

When evaluators of history probe the reasons behind 
the successes and failures of nations, they usually look 
at economic stability, geographical location, or social 
schematics to determine why the result was the way it was.

 Judaism takes a vastly different approach. Even though 
these variables do play a role in the nation’s outcome, it is 
in reality only a part of the picture. Successes and failures 
have a Divine element as well to consider. The Jew has a 
pictorial of life that professes that when one follows the 
ways of Torah an abundance of good tidings will be the 
result and conversely when one dislodges himself from 
Hashem’s ways, an abundance of bad tidings will befall 
him.

 When contemplating these two possibilities before 
man, one should be aware of a verse noting a particular 
blessing which will come upon a person who follows 
Hashem’s ways. It states, “Blessed are you in your coming 
and Blessed shall you be in your going” (Ki Savo 28:6). 
This may on the surface seem like a general blessing being 
applied to all aspects of one’s travels within his life, but 
our Sages teach us that this verse has far more to offer than 
meets the eye.

 Rashi (1040-1105) explains the verse in light of an 
explanation given in the Talmud (Bava Metzia 107a), where 
it conveys that the structure of the verse seems incompatible 
with its simple meaning. If the verse is indicative of one’s 
travels then it should have said “Bless shall you be in your 
going and then state blessed shall you be in your coming”, 
as the Talmud explains, one who is in his house first goes 
out and then he comes back home. Why then is the verse 
structured in reverse, blessing the coming and then one’s 
going?

Our sages teach that the reason why our verse first list 
that one should be blessed in his coming and only then in 
his going is because the verse is not talking about one that 
leaves his house and then returns. It is instead, a metaphor 
focusing on a grander picture. The verse is describing life – 
it is talking about one coming into this world and then one 

going out from this world. One should be blessed that his 
departure from this world should be without sin just as he 
came into the world. The Midrash writes – “Happy is the 
man whose hour of death is like the hour of his birth.”

This interpretation helps lend a significant hand to each 
of us as we approach Rosh Hashana. Let us see if we can 
delve more deeply into it to discover an interesting meaning.

What does Rosh Hashana, the start of a new year, 
convey to us?

It should be a time to reflect, a time of reawakening, 
and a time to make resolutions of adjustments for the future. 
The basic principle of Rosh Hashana is to imbue within us 
that life is fleeting, that another year has passed, and to 
contemplate what I have done as a result of the past 365 
days.

Let us think for a moment about a how we entered the 
world. We came in as a new baby, fresh, pure, coming into 
the open arms of love and affection which was showered 
upon us.  Family and friends surrounded each of us as a 
new bundle of joy, expressing their happiness with smiles 
and laughter.

What is at the root of this happiness?
Rabbi Abraham Cohen (1887-1957) states that the 

happiness of a new born infant lies in the fact that at this 
juncture, there is so much hope of what will be. The infant 
at this point is a riddle which only time can solve. The 
parents set their minds to the future – what will this bundle 
of joy turn out to be? There is the possibility of so much 
good that can emanate forth from him, yet realistically there 
is the possibility of so much evil as well. A baby has the 
potential to become a source of pride for his parents, but he 
may also turn out to be the exact opposite as well. Yet, since 
at this point in time the future lies hidden away, it gives 
parents the ability to dream of what will be and it is in this 
contemplation that so much happiness comes about.

But, how many times have the dreams of parents fallen 
short of the actual reality that unfolded?

When considering the human voyage of life, one can 
compare it to that of a ship. Each one of us has been sent 
from our port into the sea of existence and at that point 
expectations and high hopes surround us. But the sea of life 
can be a treacherous one. There are huge rocks in the ocean 
which stand as an obstacle to where we need to get to. The 
waves and currents of the waters can be unexpected and 
overwhelming. Our very own ship may encounter trouble in 
monitoring direction or managing its own ability to endure.

So many ships that embark never reach the exact 
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destination that it set its sights on in the beginning.
So too, the spiritual endeavor of man can hold strong 

resemblance to this ship. The Torah is filled with a compass, 
a guide, a roadmap, of the many obstructions that one may 
encounter. In it, is the very lesson that we need in order to 
arrive safely at the harbor that was destined for us when 
we began our journey. And despite this gift, so many of us 
may abandon this compass of life, we neglect the teachings 
of our Torah, and we throw ourselves recklessly into the 
foray of life with only the hope that everything will turn 
out alright.

What the Torah instructs us when stating, “Blessed are 
you in your coming and blessed shall you be in your going”, 
is that you should be blessed to stay on the spiritual course 
of high hopes that was there when you came into the world 
all the way until the time when you have to leave this world.

The High Holidays are fast approaching – it is truly 
a time to evaluate our direction, our purpose, and our 
destination.

Stay on the course of blessing and you will have truly 
chosen life. 

R’ Boroch Yechiel Schreiber
THE MITZVA OF BIKURIM; A STRONG BEGINNING

We arnew crop of the shivas Haminim and bring it as 
an offering to Yerushalayim. What is so meaningful 

of the first fruit? Aren’t we taught to choose always the 
best for Hashem. For example, when choosing an Esrog, 
we don’t look for the first Esrog of the new crop, but rather 
the nicest most beautiful Esrog. Why not do the same for 
the Mitzva of Bikurim? 

True, when performing a Mitzva we always want to do 
so in the most Mehudar and beautiful manner. But the mitzva 
of Bikurim is by definition a requirement to relinquish your 
first crop to Hashem. Giving away the best but not the first 
would defeat the entire purpose of this  Mitzvah. When 
we are harvesting the first crop of fruit of the new year, 
a feeling of accomplishment naturally settles in. The hard 
work and toil of planting, harvesting and tending to the 
fields have finally culminated into substantial progress. We 
feel proud and triumph of our successes. 

Unfortunately, along with this feeling of 
accomplishment, can creep in also feelings of “Kochem 
ViOtezem Yadi asa li Hachayil Hazeh”; it is our own power 
and brains that created all these successes. Nothing can 
be further from the truth. While we are required to do 
Hishtadlus, and make the necessary effort, the ultimate 
outcome is from Hashem. The Targum actually says on that 
posuk  Kochem ViOtzem Yadi, that Hashem puts into the 
head of the real estate developer which properties to invest 
into. Clearly, our efforts our just that - efforts. Outcome, 
success this is all from Hashem. 

When we are about to gather the new crop and enjoy our 
much deserved accomplishments, we are required to first 

take a step a back and recognize the ultimate ingredient to 
this success is Hashem. Therefore we gather the first crop 
and bring it as a korbon to Yerushalayim. 

This concept is found at other junctions in our lives. 
Our first born must be redeemed, the first wool – Raishis 
Hagez is given to the Kohein, Teruma, Maser -  it is all 
the same idea. We must first recognize that our successes 
belong to Hashem. After we have established this clearly, 
may we enjoy the blessings Hashem provided us with. 

Similarly the Rizhnerer Rebbi Zt”l explained the posuk 
in Thilim (63) “You are my G-D, I will get up early for You, 
my soul is thirsty for You, my flesh is craving for You in a 
land that is desolate and parched without water”. A person 
wakes up in the morning , ready to conquer the world. He 
has many business dealings and other matters to attend to. 
But first he must spend some time with Hashem. Only if he 
awakens to serve Hashem, then afterwards when he departs 
to a “desolate and parched land” devoid of spirituality, is 
he guaranteed success, because he recognized that his true 
partner and his true key to success is Hashem. 

Perhaps this is the deeper understanding of Rosh 
Hashana. Aside from the great judgment that takes place 
on this day, Rosh Hashana is a Yom Tov. It is a time we 
spend immersed in prayer and connection with Hashem. 
Rosh Hashana is the beginning of a new year. It is a time 
when our destiny both physically and financially is set 
forth for the entire year. Now is a time we that must spend 
connecting to Hashem. With the proper connection, the 
efforts and work we will do during the remaining course of 
the year can bear results. 
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Summer was just over and Rosh Hashanah is on the way. 
If we do not turn our attention to Rosh Hashanah, it 

may very well creep on us without our being prepared. Let 
us try and define Rosh Hashanah. Doing so is important, 
because if we know what it is all about, then we know 
what we should be focused on. On the one hand, Rosh 
Hashanah is just that; it is the beginning of the year. It is 
the anniversary of the creation of the world, or the creation 
of man. It is the anniversary of the “inauguration” of our 
King and the main focus of our tefillos reflect that idea. 
Rosh Hashanah is also Yom HaDin - judgment day, and, 
though not really part of the nusach hatefilla, each one of 
us turns to Hashem and beseeches Him for whatever it is 
we have on our mind.

HaYom haras olam, hayom yaamid ba’mishpat. It 
is the anniversary of creation and therefore a yom 
hadin. When Hashem created the world, He became the 
King over His subjects. Each year, on the day of Hashem’s 
“inauguration” we are mamlich Him once again, and He 
takes a good hard look at His subjects to see if they still 
belong at their posts. It is the day that Hashem created the 
world and became king and He therefore judges us; He 
wants to see if His malchus is running smoothly; do any 
cabinet members have to be replaced; does anyone deserve 
a promotion. Think of a state of the union address, in which 
the President lets the country know where the country is 
and where it is heading. Le’havdil, Rosh Hashanah is the 
same. A look is taken at the past; what was accomplished 
this past year? And the future of the Kingdom is decided. 
The Torah tells us this secret at the end of parshas 
Va’yeishev. Pharaoh celebrates his birthday, or, according 
to some, the anniversary of his inauguration, and on that 
special day, one minister is returned to his post and the 
other is hanged. Did this have to take place on the day 
of celebration? The answer is yes! As king, he annually 
[on his birthday or anniversary of being crowned] took a 
good look at his ministers and subjects. The wine mixer 
deserved to be employed once again, and the baker had 
no place anymore as a minister of the king. This is Rosh 
Hashanah. 

Let us take this one step further. Why are we here? What 
are we meant to accomplish? The beginning of this week’s 
parshah, in a sense, defines Rosh Hasahana. The parsha 
begins with bikkurim. One of the first words that hit us, is 
you should bring mei’reishis…, from your first fruit. The 
word reishis is reminiscent of Bereishis, In the beginning, 
Hashem created. We immediately reminded of creation. 

Indeed, the Midrash in Bereishis tells us: Bereishis - For 
what purpose was creation? For Bikkurim which is called 
“reishis.” Our job on this world is to recognize Hashem 
as King and to demonstrate that to others. Avrohom 
Avinu was the first to do so, and it became our calling. 
This is bikkurim. We recognize Hashem in everything we 
have. We parade with much fanfare and simcha towards 
Yerushalayim and proclaim Hashem as the One who 
brought us to where we are and continues to provide for 
us. This is our purpose on this world. Rosh Hashanah is 
the anniversary of creation, when Hashem put man on this 
earth to recognize Him and bring honor to His name.

After thanking Hashem for all He has done, we end 
with Hashkifah... please look from the Heavens and bestow 
beracha upon us. Rashi comments: “We have done what 
You decreed upon us, now You do what you promised us.” 
In other words, we are here to spread the word that You 
are King. We have done so through bringing bikkurim. As 
loyal ministers, we now ask Hashem to continue giving 
us the ability to do so. We have done what You decreed, 
so please continue showering us with berachah so that we 
can continue performing our job. Take for example, an 
army. The king calls a meeting and decides to send his 
troops out to battle. The soldiers respond: We are ready to 
give our lives for you, but we cannot fight a war without 
ammunition. It is the same here, we would like to spread 
Hashem’’s Kingdom, but we need the tools with which 
to do that. This is Rosh Hashanah. On it we are mamlich 
Hashem. We declare that we recognize Hashem as King 
and are ready to be mamlich Hashem through our actions. 
And, indeed, Hashem takes a look at all his ministers on 
this earth - seeing if each one still belongs at his post - 
perhaps, he should be promoted or given a job that is more 
challenging etc. And in response to the din, we come to 
Hashem and say, look, we would like to be mamlich you; 
we would like to spread your Kingdom, but we can do so 
only with the proper ammunition, so please give us health, 
wealth, nachas, etc. so that we have the frame of mind and 
the time to perform the job we are meant to.

This idea is found further in the parsha as well. The 
pasuk says [28:1] And if you will listen... all the blessings 
will reach you... ki sishma be’kol Hashem. This is a very 
difficult pasuk. The pasuk begins by telling us “If you 
will listen...” and ends by repeating the same thing “ki, 
because, you have listened?!” Hakesav Ve’Hakabalah 
explains that the word ki does not mean “because”. It 
means “in order.” The pasuk is telling us the purpose of 



A PROJECT BY THE MANHATTAN BEACH COMMUNITY KOLLEL

If You Would Like To Subscribe To The Weekly "Shtieble" Please Email Mbkollel@aol.com  - To Dedicate An Issue Please Call 917-312-0951

R’ Avraham Greenwald

blessing. Some people work in order to... work, or eat in 
order to... eat. The Torah tells us: I will give you blessing. 
But, for what purpose? In order that you can continue 
listening to Hashem. 

The pasuk continues: Baruch ata be’vo’echa, baruch 
ata ba’tzei’secha and then c”v the opposite... Targum 
Yonason tells us something very interesting: Blessed are 
you when you go in to the batei midrashim; blessed are 

you when you go out to work. And arur ata when you 
go to entertainment venues instead of the beis midrash; 
arur ata when you go to work. Perhaps, this means as 
follows: If you utilize the beracha to go to beis midrash, 
I will continue blessing you when you go to work. But if 
you c”v utilize your blessing for the opposite - to attend 
entertainment venues - then there is no point in the beracha 
and c”v arur ata when you go to work.


