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Halachic Issues of Waterproofing
As the winter season continues to provide us – at least in Israel 
– with rains of blessing, this week we will discuss a question that 
occurs frequently on our dinonline.org website (and its din.org.il 
Hebrew equivalent): The matter of rain damages.

A question arises when one neighbor’s balcony serves as another 
neighbor’s roof, so that the lower neighbor’s ceiling will suffer 
rain damage when water gets through. Who is responsible for 
waterproofing the floor of the balcony? 

As we will see, the answer to this question is not straightforward, 
and requires an analysis of the basic principles of neighborly 
relations in Torah civil law. Another important aspect is the place 
of local secular law in the equation. 

We will, please G-d, clarify the issue in the present article.1

Who Needs to Prevent Damages?

The Gemara (Bava Metzia 117a) presents a dispute among 

1 See also Rabbi Aryeh Gross’s article on the subject in Alon 
HaMishpat 17 posted on the website.

This week’s article discusses the question of rain damages, 
and specifically the issue of responsibility for waterproofing. 
This question arises when one neighbor’s balcony serves as 
another neighbor’s rooftop, so that the lower neighbor’s ceiling 
is vulnerable to rain damage where water gets through. Who 
is responsible for waterproofing the floor of the balcony? This 
important and common question is discussed in this week’s article
This week’s Q & A addresses the question of tevillas keilim for 

china dishes.

Dear Reader,

The miracles of Mitzrayim, 
of which we begin to learn 
this week, are set aside 
from all other miracles. As 
we recall them, we learn a 
special lesson in the annals 
of Jewish history.

The Avos, too experienced 
miracles. Avraham, 
as Chazal teach, was 
miraculously saved from 
the furnace of Nimrod, 
vanquished the four 
kings, and experienced 
miraculous salvation 
when Sarah was taken 
by Avimelech. Yaakov 
likewise experienced 
Kefitzas Ha-Derech on his 
way to Charan. Miracles 
were not strange to our 
ancestors. 

Yet, the miracles of Egypt 
were different. 

The miracles experienced 
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