
 

 

The Levush writes that on Shabbos we can attain higher 
levels of wisdom as it is a day especially designated for this 
purpose.  Therefore, we should seek ways to increase the 
amount of Torah that we discuss on this holy day. 

 גוט שבת
ms  

We hope that these Divrei Torah, which are 
designed especially for use during the seudos, 

will בע״ה enhance your Shabbos.  
 

To subscribe or unsubscribe please send an 
email to: 

shemetz.taher@gmail.com 
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תּבְַַָרֵאלְׂשֱַאֹלִקיםְַליִַַאֶמרּי ַוַ  ְרא       [46:2]ְַַַיָלהּלַ הַ ַמ 
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Hashem spoke to Yisroel in night visions 
The Torah informs us that In advance of Ya’akov’s descent to Mitzrayim, Hashem 
appears to him be’maros haleilo (in night visions), implying that it was in a dream.  Of 
course, Hashem’s communication with all of the patriarchs is clearly recorded, yet it is 
only in relation to Ya’akov that we find Hashem appearing to him in a vision at 
night.  Indeed, this occurrence mirrors an earlier instance when Hashem spoke to Yaakov 
at night.  That, of course, was when he was running away from Eisav and making his way 
to his uncle Lavan's house [Bereishis 28:12-13].  What, if anything, is the significance of 
Hashem choosing to appear to Ya’akov at night?  The Meshech Chochmah provides an 
answer by analysing the commonality of these two occurrences.  On both occasions, 
Ya’akov was in the process of leaving Eretz Yisroel on the way to chutz la’Aretz, at a point 
when he was facing a difficult golus (period of exile).  Golus is compared to night.  The 
darkness of the night restricts our ability to see things clearly, which makes the 
ostensibly harsh events unfolding around us difficult to comprehend.  In these 
circumstances, it would be possible for a person to lose heart and to yield to temptations 
that would lead him away from the proper path.  The symbolism of Hashem appearing 
to Ya’akov at night is that He is reassuring Ya’akov – and all his descendants – that 
although he and we may be forced to experience the gloom of golus, nevertheless 
Hashem is always there with us and it is still possible to achieve a spiritual level whereby 
the Shechinah (the Divine Presence) is revealed to us.  It was Ya’akov himself, who 
underscored this concept through establishing the daily ma’ariv (evening prayer), 
indicating how even in dark times we can bring ourselves relief by turning to Hashem in 
supplication. 

 

“I am Yosef: Is my father still alive?” 

On a number of occasions prior to revealing his identity to his brothers, Yosef asks them whether their father is alive and 

they reply in the affirmative.  Yet even now when Yosef announces who he really is, his very next words are to ask ha’od ovi 

chai - is my father still alive?  Why does Yosef feel compelled to ask this again and what is the significance of its juxtaposition 

to the announcement that he is in fact their long-missing brother Yosef?  To add to the intrigue, we find that the brothers do 

not even proffer an answer to the question.  To explain this, the Bais haLevi quotes the Medrash, which states that the great 

embarrassment suffered by the brothers when Yosef revealed himself will be as nothing compared to our embarrassment 

when, after 120 years (plus inflation), we reach shomayim (heaven) for our own judgment day.  The Beis haLevi explains that, 

rather than this being an enquiry as to his father, Yosef was actually challenging the consistency of his brothers’ actions …page 2 
 

עֹודַָאִביַָחי  [45:3]  ֲאִניַיֹוֵסףַה 
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“Do not be afraid to descend to Egypt, for I will make you 

into a great nation there” 

Rav Moshe Shternbuch asks, if it was the bitter golus (exile) 

of which Yaakov was afraid, then what exactly is the 

significance of Hashem's answer to him?  How will becoming 

a great nation ameliorate the pain of the golus?  Logically, it 

should just mean more suffering for yet more people.  The 

Sforno says on this possuk that Yaakov was afraid about the 

future of Klal Yisrael, concerned as to how they would survive 

through the inevitable torment.  Hashem answers him that 

Mitzrayim (Egypt) is the place where Bnei Yisrael can thrive 

and become a nation.  If they were to remain in Eretz Cana'an 

they would ultimately intermarry with the natives of the land 

and disappear.  However, as the Torah tells us in Parshas 

Mikeitz [43:32], the mitzri’im (Egyptians) despised the Jews 

and would not eat or intermingle with them. Through this 

isolation, Klal Yisroel could maintain their unique identity and 

grow into a great nation.  Indeed, it is the hatred of us by 

other nations that has kept Klal Yisroel alive throughout the 

ages, according to Rav Shternbuch. The murder, the 

animosity, the libels and pogroms have been a force that has 

stood behind us, galvanising us as a people. In a world of 

relative freedom for a Jew, and a willingness amongst the 

nations to socialise and even intermarry with the Jews, we 

may now face the greatest threat to our entire existence.   
 

… in seeking to protect Binyomin.  They were 

claiming that they would go to whatever lengths 

were necessary, because it would kill their father if 

Binyomin were not brought back alive.  To this, Yosef 

retorts ani Yosef; “You told my father that I was dead 

and yet he is still alive, so why are you so concerned 

about the situation with Binyomin?  You did not 

seem awfully troubled with our father’s health and 

wellbeing all those years ago!”  Drawing on the 

Medrash, the Beis haLevi points out that when we 

come to shomayim, we will have no shortage of 

excuses to justify our behaviour in this world.  

However, many of the allegations that will be put to 

us will address head-on our personal 

inconsistencies.  To our excuse that we were too 

tired to help a fellow Jew, who needed a favour, it 

will be pointed out that when we had something to 

do for our own benefit, we seemed always to be full 

of boundless energy.  These questions will be the 

cause of very significant discomfiture for us when 

the time comes.  And, just as when challenged by 

Yosef, the brothers could muster no response, 

neither will we be able to.  May we learn to 

internalise this lesson for life and apply it, whenever 

the opportunity of a mitzvoh or other good deed 

comes our way. 

 

 
 

ְיָמהִַּכי־ְלגֹויַָּגדֹולַ [46:3] ל־ִּתיָראֵַמְרָדהִַמְצר  א 
 ֲאִׂשיְמָךַָׁשם

 
 

 

השבת-ישראל את-ושמרו בני  

השבת-לעשות את  
 

As we leave behind the holiness of 
Chanukah, it is worth bearing in mind that 
the seven-branched Menorah of the Beis 

haMikdosh offers us a representation of the 
seven-day week. Just as the central stem of the 
Menorah is the one to which the other six wicks 
would be directed, so too is Shabbos the central 
focus of our week, surrounded by the three days 

before it and the three that follow it. Indeed 
Shabbos illuminates the days that surround it. 

This is why Hashem completed the creation 
of the world with Shabbos and why the 

continued existence of the world is 
dependent on the energy 
that it receives from one 

Shabbos to the next. 
 

Shem MiShmuel 
 

Continued from page 1 

 

 


