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Zmanim will IYH return. 

Shavuos, Tznius, and MoshiachShavuos, Tznius, and MoshiachShavuos, Tznius, and MoshiachShavuos, Tznius, and Moshiach    
On Shavuos, we celebrate the giving of the 
Torah amidst fanfare, splendor and noise.  
Ultimately, the original tablets were broken, 
and had to be replaced with a second set.  
These were given quietly, and Chazal tell us 
they lasted because, “Blessing only rests on 
that which is hidden from the eyes.”  While 
the first set showed us how great Torah is, 
the second set teaches us how to acquire it.  
R’ Akiva had twelve thousand pairs of 
students. His entourage must have been 
something to see.  However, they died and he 
started afresh with only a handful of talmidim, 
and through this more modest group comes 
all the Torah we have today.  The Gemara in 
Kesubos (62b) tells us what Rachel saw in 
the unlearned Akiva.  He was “tz’nua 
u’maali,” modest and had a fine character.  It 
was not his intelligence that would make him 
great in Torah, but his modesty. 

When Rus went to pick grain in Boaz’s field, 
he inquired who she was because he saw 
from the way she conducted herself that she 
was “modest and wise.”  She had been a 
princess and married a prestigious Jew, but 
lost everything.  Nevertheless, she was willing 
to try again, even with an old husband (who 
died the night they married.) Her modesty 
and willingness to make do with less was the 
key to her success as the ancestor of Dovid 
HaMelech and ultimately Moshiach.   

The more modestly we live in the physical 
world, the greater will be our splendor in 
Torah, ruchnius, and Olam HaBa. 

Now You Know 
The word ‘yafli’ meaning separate or 

wonder in regards to the Nazirite vow, 

appears twice in the Torah with that 
spelling, says the Baal HaTurim. 

One is here, and the other is in regard to 

‘erchin,’ the value of people used for 
consecrating money to the Bais 

HaMikdash. 

Perhaps a nice connection is that one who 

chose to become a Nazir was going 

against the common practice of being 
involved with physical pleasures, and one 

who was involved with Erchin recognized 

that everyone, not only himself, has an 

intrinsic value before HaShem. 

It may be further possible to say that it’s 

precisely because he eschews the pursuit 
of his personal physical enjoyment that his 

eyes are opened to the fact that others 

are unique and valuable on their own. 

Thought of the week: 

The biggest obstacle to 
success is the failure to 
make the attempt. 

 (G:UY TWMw) „...RHH IM ÂH WYLA ARQYW OYQLAH LA HLE HwMW‰     
“And Moshe went up to G-d and the L-rd called to him from the mountain.” (Shmos 19:3) 

The Rishonim seem to argue on which came first. Did HaShem call Moshe and then he came, 
or did Moshe approach and then HaShem called to him? 

The Ibn Ezra says that Moshe would not have approached without HaShem’s permission, while 
the Ramban says that Moshe presented himself each day so that HaShem could/would speak 
to him. He bolsters this argument with the fact that the Torah says that he went up before it says 
he was called. The Ibn Ezra says, “he was already called.” 

The Ohr HaChaim says that though HaShem didn’t call to Moshe first here, He had previously 
told Moshe that upon leaving Egypt they would “serve G-d on this mountain.” Thus, it was not 
presumptuous of Moshe to approach, but at this time he initiated the closeness. One final 
nuance is that of the Sforno who says that while the Jews were involved with setting up camp 
Moshe turned his attention to preparing himself for prophecy. 

It would seem, then, that both approaches are correct. Moshe took the initiative to come close 
and show he was ready to be spoken to by HaShem because he knew that HaShem wanted 
him to do so. Whether he was spoken to first or second is irrelevant because both parties want 
the relationship to progress and to build closeness. 

On Shavuos, we celebrate with HaShem as choson and kallah. We count the days to prepare 
ourselves for the interaction, and thereby show our desire to grow and dedicate ourselves to 
HaShem. In turn, He gives us the gift of Torah, as a groom gives gifts to his bride, to build the 
love and cement the relationship (though the Torah is much more useful than diamonds.) 

Whether you’ve heard HaShem calling you or not, know that He wants you to come closer and if 
you take the first step towards Him, He will take many more towards you. 

(B:W TWMw) „.ÊHL RYZHL RYZN RDN ALPY YK HwA WA wYA OHLA TRMAW LARsY YNB LA RBD‰     
“Speak to the Children of Israel and say to them: if a man or woman shall separate 
with a vow to become a Nazir to HaShem.” (Bamidbar 6:2) 

The word used for separation can also mean wonder. For a person to take upon him or herself 
the rigors of being a Nazir is very uncommon. Most people are concerned with their own desires 
while a Nazir pushes those away to be concerned with serving HaShem. 

Despite it being something of a curiosity, the Torah proceeds to give us laws about what to do in 
that situation. The very powerful lesson is that even if what we accept upon ourselves seems 
fantastical, we are enjoined to see it through and pursue that goal – it is attainable. 

At Har Sinai we said, “Naaseh v’Nishma.” How can you accept something you don’t know? The 
answer is that if you’re willing to improve yourself you can get there by taking concrete steps. 
One who sees a Sota’s disgrace should become a Nazir. Why? To show, even if only to 
ourselves, that one can rise above the grime and become something wonderful. 

Chazal say a person is obligated to ask, “When will my actions reach the level of my forefathers, Avraham, 
Yitzchak and Yaakov?” How can one imagine his actions can ever compare to theirs? 

R’ Yehuda Zev Segal, z”l, the Manchester Rosh Yeshiva gave the following parable:  If one were traveling 
by train from Manchester to London, and on the train he turned to his seatmate and asked, “When will we 
get to London?” - that is a legitimate question. 

However, if he is still sitting on his sofa at home, not having even started the journey, the question is not 
only ridiculous, but he has no right to ask it.  Get on the train and start your trip before asking when you will 
arrive! This is the obligation of each Jew.  We must begin the journey and start heading towards our 
spiritual potential.  Then we can ask, in all fairness, “When will my deeds rival those of my holy forefathers; 
when will I arrive?”                                                                        
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Mazel Tov to  

Yossi Landa and  

Arielle Jaffa  

on your engagement! 
May you build a bayis ne’eman 

B’Yisrael l’shaim u’l’tiferes  

(and perhaps an aperion.) 

Take the first step 

for Torah! 
Print, e-mail, and share Migdal 

Ohr with others. 
  You’ll be glad you did.   
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