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 Resolution of Doubt 
Adapted from a Chumash Rashi shiur given by the Tolner Rebbe shlita, Korach 5765 

  לע"נ האשה החשובה מרת חוה חיה שרה ע"ה בת הרב נטע אריה ז"ל ת.נ.צ.ב.ה.  
In parshas Korach, after Hashem clarified the fact that Aharon was indeed the true Kohein Gadol, 
the psukim proceed to introduce the mitzvos of Matnos Kehunah, the gifts that are given to the 
Kohanim. The possuk says, (במדבר יח, ח) “ וכו' תרומתי משמרת את לך נתתי הנה ואני אהרן אל 'ה וידבר , 
Hashem spoke to Aharon [saying], behold I have given you the guarding of my Terumah….”  

Rashi comments, based on a Midrash, ( קיט-ספרי קיז ) “  הוא שמחה לשון ,בשמחה – לך נתתי הנה ואני

 ולא כתב ולא לאוהבו שדה שנתן למלך משל .בלבו ושמח וראך לקראתך יוצא הוא הנה (, ידד שמות) כמו זה
 הריני לנגדך ויערער יבא שירצה מי כל המלך ל"א השדה על( עליו) וערער אחד בא בערכאין העלה ולא חתם
 לו ונתן הכתוב בא הכהונה על אהרן כנגד וערער קרח שבא לפי כאן אף בערכאין ומעלה לך וחותם כותב

לכאן זו פרשה נסמכה ולכך עולם מלח בברית כהונה מתנות ד"כ , Behold I have given you – with joy, 
[behold is] a term that connotes joy, as in, behold he [Aharon] is coming out to greet you [Moshe] 
and he will see you and be joyous in his heart. This is comparable to a king who gave a field to his 
friend and did not write or sign [a deed], or record it in the courts. Someone came and challenged 
[his ownership] of the field. The kings said to him, whoever wishes to come and challenge your 
ownership may do so, behold I will write and sign [a deed] and record it in the courts! So too here, 
because Korach came and challenged Aharon regarding the Kehunah, the possuk came to give 
him the twenty-four priestly gifts as an eternal covenant of salt, and it is for this reason that the 
parshios are written near each other.” 

Great Joy 
The original Midrash which Rashi cites has an additional statement which says, “  גדולה שמחה

 רגל נשברה לטובתי אומר הדיוט משל אומר ישמעאל' ר. במתנות ברית לו שנכרתה ביום לאהרן לו היתה

כנגדו הכהונה על וערער קרח בא אהרן של לטובתו פרתי , Aharon had great joy on the day that the 
covenant of the priestly gifts was made with him. Rabi Yishmael says, there is a common parable 
that says, it was for my benefit that my cow broke her foot, so too it was for Aharon’s benefit that 
Korach came and challenged the Kehunah.”  

We must analyze this Midrash in order to understand the nature of the great joy that Aharon 
experienced when he received the priestly gifts.Q1  

The Treasure Hidden in the Ditch 
Foremost, we must explain the connection between Aharon Hakohein and the ‘common parable’ 
that the Midrash refers to regarding a cow with a broken foot. This is in fact a reference to another 
Midrash (ויקרא רבה ה, ד) which relates a story that occurred when Rabi Eliezer, Rabi Yehoshua and 
Rabi Akiva went to the dunes of Antuchia to raise money in order to support needy Talmidei 
Chachamim. When they got there they encountered a man whose name was Aba Yudan, who had 
once been a very generous donator but had recently lost all of his money. When he saw them 
approaching he was very saddened that he could no longer support them as he had done in the 
past, nevertheless, following his wife’s advice he sold half of his remaining field and gave the 
proceeds to the Rabonim, who prayed on his behalf that he should regain his wealth. A short while 
later as he was plowing the remainder of his field, his cow fell into a ditch and broke her foot. 
When he went down to retrieve her, Hashem revealed to him a great treasure that had been 
hidden in the ditch, from which he once again became wealthy. His response to this incident was 
 .it was for my benefit that my cow broke her foot ,לטובתי נשברה רגל פרתי‘

The comparison between the Matnos Kehunah and the story that is related in the Midrash seems 
quite tenuous. In the story, if it would not have been for the fact that his cow fell in the ditch and 
broken her foot, then the man would never have found the treasure, whereas the priestly gifts 
given to Aharon Hakohein are a Mitzvah in the Torah which would certainly have been given even 
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without the challenge of Korach. One must therefore ask, what was the great treasure that 
Aharon ‘found’ as a result of Korach’s challenge?Q2  

Not Your Honey and Not Your Sting 
There is also a question regarding the parable that Rashi made about a king who gave a present 
to one of his friends. After the king had given his friend the document that clarified the ownership 
of the property, one can understand that the new owner would now be relieved not to have lost 
his property, and be happy that he would be protected from any future challenges. However, it 
can also be assumed that he would have preferred not to have had to go through this process in 
the first place, with his feeling essentially being as the Midrash says, (במדבר רבה כ, י) “ משל אומרים

 a parable, one says to the wasp, [I do not want] not your honey ,לצרעה לא מדובשך ולא מעוקצך
and not your sting.” Similarly, the king would probably also have preferred that his gift go 
unchallenged and that he not be required to take the time and effort to confirm it.  

As this is the case, why did the Torah describe the giving of the Matnos Kehunah as being given 
with joy when those involved would have preferred that the entire episode of Korach would never 
have taken place?Q3 

The Joy of the Resolution of Doubts 
There is a well known adage that says, “אין שמחה כהתרת הספיקות, there is no joy comparable to 
that which is felt with the resolution of doubts.” Another version is, “ עם שמחה מי שלא לא טעם ט

התרתםוטעם שמחת ספיקות  , One who has not experienced the joy of [experiencing] doubts and 
their resolutions has not experienced [true] joy.” Although these phrases are used by the 
Achronim, such as the Rama ( ח"א, ושו"ת רמ"א סימן סה, תורת העולה  ) and the Pri Megadim ( משבצות זהב

סיון ) as well as by the Talmidim of the Baal Shem Tov, such as the Bnei Yissaschar ,(או"ח תרפ"ב

 who attributes it to the Rambam, no early source for this concept has actually been ,(מאמר ה, יג
found. Nevertheless, there is a great wisdom to it, and it will help us answer our questions.    

The Greatest Joy? 
While it is true that a person experiences great relief and joy when a serious doubt or question is 
resolved and clarified, it would seem, at first glance, that it is an exaggeration to say that there is 
no greater joy than this. Surely the joy that a person would feel if he were to win the lottery or 
the joy he would feel when marrying off a child, must exceed that felt when having a doubt 
resolved?Q4  

The Joy of Torah 
Moreover, as the possuk says, (תהלים יט, ט) “פקודי ה' ישרים משמחי לב, the commandments of the 
Torah are straight, they make joyous the heart,” how can the joy of the resolution of doubts be 
considered greater than the joy that Lomdei Torah derive from learning the Torah?Q5  

In the Long Run 
The answer to these questions lies in a distinction between the intensity of the joy that is felt and 
the duration that the feeling remains. A person who has suddenly become wealthy will initially be 
overjoyed, yet as time goes by his happiness will be replaced by worry about what to do with his 
money, where to invest it and how to protect it, as well as annoyance at the many new ‘friends’ 
that he suddenly has who are all eager to share in his newfound wealth. Additionally, as Shlomo 
Hamelech said, (קוהלת ה, ט) “אוהב כסף לא ישבע כסף, one who loves money will never be satiated 
by [his] money.” Chazal ( גקהלת רבה ג, י ) explain this as follows, “  אדם אין איבו ר"בש יודן' ר אמר

 מאה תרתי יהל דאית ומאן מאה תרתי דיעבדון בעי מאה ליה אית אם אלא בידו תאותו וחצי העולם מן יוצא

ארבעה דיעבדון בעי , Rabi Yudan said in the name of Rabi Aibo, a man does not leave the world with 
half of his desires in his hand, rather, if he has one hundred [gold coins] he desires to make it into 
two hundred. If he has two hundred he desires to make it into four hundred.” The newly found 
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millionaire has now had his appetite for money stimulated as never before, and will have to 
contend with the drive to keep on doubling his wealth, and this will cause him to become 
dissatisfied with what he has, and to work exceedingly hard to amass wealth that he does not 
need at all. As a result, all of the tremendous joy that he experienced at the time he became a 
millionaire will slowly wane to nothing.  

A similar process takes place when parents marry off a child. While standing under the Chuppah, 
the joy felt by the parents is truly immense, yet together with it there is a measure of sadness 
over their ‘baby’ leaving home, which is followed by worries about how the young couple will fare 
in their new life together – will they have Shalom Bayis, health, and parnasah? As the initial 
simchah dissipates, the worries eventually overtake it, and although the parents remain happy to 
have married off their child, nevertheless that joy is mainly rooted in their memories of the event, 
whereas in the present it is often outweighed by their concerns for the couple’s future. 

Long Term Joy 
The joy that a person experiences when his questions and doubts are resolved is different entirely, 
and although it is likely that it will not be as intense as the joy of marrying off a child it is still very 
intense, as the tension that is felt when attempting to grapple alone with unresolved issues can 
be immense and it can weigh on a person day and night, giving them no rest as they oscillate 
between their different options without knowing what to do. In such a case, the relief and peace 
of mind that they feel when they finally receive a clear response to their dilemma is very powerful.  

What is unique about this joy is the fact that because it has come from the resolution of an issue 
which did not bring with it any new problems, the positive feelings that are felt will stay with the 
person for much longer. In addition, every time the question or doubt arises again, as they often 
do, the answer that was received will once again resolve them, and the person will once again be 
flooded with feelings of relief and joy.A4  

Although in most circumstances one would prefer not to experience the doubts that require 
resolution in the first place, the fact is, that doubts and questions arise all the time and are part 
of our existence. This being the case, the resolution of those doubts is a valuable gift that not only 
resolve the questions at hand, but also assure a person the freedom of not having to worry about 
those questions should they arise again.  

Pleasure Followed by Desire 
It is this unique element of joy, the fact that it remains with a person over the long term that 
makes it to a certain extent more pleasurable than Limud Hatorah. Although Limud Hatorah does 
bring a person to a tremendous level of happiness, the fact is that when one learns Torah he 
becomes filled with a desire to learn even more Torah, as the אור החיים הקדוש writes, (דברים כו, יא) 
“  יחשב ולא אחריה ומתלהטים משתגעים היו התורה טוב ועריבות במתיקות מרגישין אדם בני היו שאם

שבעולם הטובות כל כוללת התורה כי למאומה וזהב כסף עולם מלא בעיניהם , because if people would 
feel the sweetness and the pleasantness of the goodness of the Torah they would go crazy and 
run after it, and all the silver and gold in the world would be worthless in their eyes, because the 
Torah includes inside of it all of the goodness in the world.” As this is the case, the joy of learning 
Torah is not followed by a feeling of satiation and satisfaction – on the contrary, it is followed by 
yearning and a desire for more Torah, and the simchah is therefore only short-lived, whereas the 
simchah of the resolution of doubts brings with it a feeling of relaxation and ‘satiation’ as a 
person’s worries are permanently laid to rest.A5  

Confirmation of Aharon as Kohein Gadol 
With this we can now answer our questions. Although Aharon Hakohein would have been given 
the Matnos Kehunah even if Korach had not challenged his rights to the Kehunah, the fact that 
they were given in the context of verifying his status as the Kohein Gadol meant that they came 
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with a very powerful ‘resolution of doubt’, as there would never again be any challenges against 
his appointment. This was the reason why the giving of the Matnos Kehunah was accompanied 
by such joy – it was not the Matnos Kehunah per se, but rather the fact that Aharon’s chosen 
status was eternally confirmed, and this was a gift that he would take with him and be comforted 
by for the rest of his life.A1  

We can also understand why this is compared to the treasure at the bottom of the ditch. The 
initial joy of having being given the gift of the Kehunah may have perhaps waned over the years, 
but the removal of the doubts surrounding his having been chosen would continue to bring him 
joy, as any time doubt would arise in his mind he would be able to take comfort in the 
confirmation that he had attained, which he would not have had without Korach’s challenge,A2  

making it worthwhile for him to go through the entire ordeal. A3 

Limud Hatorah 
This lesson is very pertinent as we enter the summer months in which the Yetzer Harah tries his 
utmost to distract Klal Yisrael from their Limud Hatorah. The Zohar Hakadosh ( קלח.ח"א   ) says, 
 the Yetzer Harah ,איטריך יצר הרע לעולם כמטרא לעולם, דאלמלא יצר הרע חדוותא דשמעתא לא ליהוי“
is as necessary to the world as rain, as without the Yetzer Harah there would be no joy in learning.” 
This is because there is a special pleasure that a person experiences when he sees that he has 
managed to beat the Yetzer Harah and continue learning, even though the Yetzer Harah did its 
utmost to try and stop him, and it seemed that he was going to succeed in his plot!  

This joy is not the standard pleasure derived from learning Torah, but the everlasting joy of 
resolution of doubt which accompanies the person forever more with the knowledge that he can 
in fact overcome his Yetzer Harah and learn Torah despite all of the Yetzer Harah’s efforts to the 
contrary. 

May we all overcome the challenges of the Yetzer Harah and merit learning Torah with joyous 
hearts, amen, KY”R. 
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