
   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Staten Island Z’manim 

 לכל זמן ועת
 

During Kabbalas Shabbos, towards the end of 

Lecha Dodi, we recite the phrase “Bo’i Kallah”. 

Rav Ovadia Yosef, zt”l, writes (Halichos Olam) 

that when saying this, one should have in mind that 

he is accepting the ‘Nefesh’ of the Neshamah 

Yeseirah, the additional Neshamah that we receive 

on Shabbos. Additionally, the prevalent custom is to 

turn to face the western side of the Shul when 

reciting this to greet the Shabbos Queen. By doing 

this, our backs will be turned to the east side of the 

Shul, where the Aron HaKodesh is. Although this is 

generally forbidden, Rav Ovadia writes (Yechaveh 

Da’as 3:19) that this is permissible for the purpose 

of giving honor to Shabbos. Furthermore, he notes, 

the Torah scrolls are closed in the Aron at this time, 

and it is also covered by a Paroches. Additionally, 

the Aron is also above ten Tefachim from the 

ground. Because of all these reasons, it is not that 

we are actually turning our backs to the Torah. 

 

      Besamei HaTorah 
                            …Beneath the Surface 

 
 

 
 
 

      R’ Shmuel Winzelberg 

 ויתן לך אלקים מטל השמים )כז:כח(
And may Hashem give you of the dew of the heavens (27:28) 

Why did Yitzchak bless Yaakov specifically with dew? It is brought in 
the sefer ‘Bais Hayayin’ by Rebbe Raphael Yitzchak Yisroel of Izmir in the 
name of the sefer ‘Minchas Eliyahu’ who wrote that it is known that the 
day Yaakov received the brachah it was Pesach. This is why Rivkah 
instructed Yaakov to take two young goats – one for the Korban Pesach 
and one for the Korban Chagigah as Chazal have explained. Therefore, 
Yitzchak blessed him with dew because on Pesach we ask for dew.  

(Umatuk HaOhr) 
 

Rivka felt pains of struggle during her pregnancy and went to beseech 

Hashem (25:22). The Medrash teaches us that whenever she passed a place of 

Torah study she felt as though her child was trying to get out, and when she 

passed a house of idolatry, she also felt that her child wanted to get out. She 

was bothered by having a child seemingly so confused with the world. What 

was the purpose of this prayer and how did it clarify her concern with an 

understanding that she was expecting twins? The Ksav Sofer expounds on 

Rivka’s actions. Rivka thought that she was carrying one child who was being 

drawn to Torah and idolatry, seeming a person in search of knowledge. She 

went to beseech Hashem, which Ramban explains is prayer. By going to 

Daven, she was utilizing a part of Torah life in which there is no intellectual 

gain. If her child would not try to exit when she prayed she understood that he 

had no interest in prayer. But, if he would, she understood there must be two 

fetuses, one drawn to Torah and the other with interest in idolatry. 
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                Candle Lighting: 4:22  

 
 

  Sof Z’man Krias Shema: 
      Mogen Avraham: 8:35   Gra: 9:11 
Sof Z’man Tefillah (Shacharis): 10:01 

Chatzos: 11:40       Sh'kiah: 4:39 
Havdalah: Tzeis HaKochavim: 5:23 
     Rabbeinu Tam (72 minutes): 5:52  

                                                 (some say 6:05) 
 
 

 
              Next Week: Vayeitzei 
              Candle Lighting: 4:17 

  Shabbos Treasures 
     The Precious Gift of  Shabbos 

Pearls of Wisdom… A Word for the Ages 
Rabbi Shlomo Price asks, “Why is it that sometimes after people are inspired 

by a lecture or Shiur, it doesn’t last very long? If this is the case, what use is 

there of even going in the first place?” He answers that this can be compared 

to a person who was lost in a big forest late at night. It is very dark in the 

forest, and he does not know which way to go so he can get out of the forest. 

All of a sudden, a bolt of lightning strikes and lights up the forest for a 

second or two, and this person can see that there is a way out in a certain 

direction. However, after the flash of light, he is back in the dark! What was 

the point of the flash of lightening? The answer is that true, he is still going 

to be stumbling in the dark, and it will still take him a long time to get out of 

the forest, but at least he now knows which direction to stumble in. The same 

is true with an inspiring lecture or Shiur, or any moment of inspiration. It 

may take one a while to get where he knows he should be, but at least he now 

has a glimpse of which direction to go in! 

 



  
 

 

       The Siddur Speaks 

A Closer Look at Davening 

 L’Maaseh… A Tale to Remember 
Rav Eli Mansour relates a story about Rav Nochum 

Partzovitz, zt”l, one of the Roshei Yeshivah of the Mirrer 

Yeshivah in Yerushalayim. One year, the Yeshivah was 

learning Masechta Nedarim, and one day, a couple of 

boys that were supposed to be learning B’Chavrusah, 

were fooling around and joking. They were not learning 

as they should have been, and they were wasting their 

time. The Rosh Yeshivah, Rav Partzovitz, was walking 

around the Bais HaMedrash to look over the boys, and 

he started heading over to this pair that were making 

jokes. When the boys saw that their Rosh Yeshivah was 

approaching them, they tried to cover themselves and 

pretended that they were learning, and one of them yelled 

out, “Tanu Rabbanan!” like it says countless times all 

over Shas. However, Rav Nochum was a few steps ahead 

of them and he told them, “It doesn’t say the words 

‘Tanu Rabbanan’ in the entire Masechta Nedarim!” He 

then advised them to make better use of their time, and to 

start learning. A short while later, these boys went to visit 

Rav Chaim Kanievsky, Shlit”a, and during their visit 

they decided to ask him if he could verify what their 

Rosh Yeshivah told them, that the words ‘Tanu 

Rabbanan’ do not appear in Masechta Nedarim.         

Rav Chaim told them that it was true and the words are 

not in the Masechta. He added, “In one place in Nedarim, 

the Gemara is quoting a different Gemara and it says 

‘D’Tanu Rabbanan’, but ‘Tanu Rabbanan’ does not 

appear by itself.” The boys could only marvel at how 

well these Rabbanim knew the Gemara!!! 
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 בס"ד
 Middos  
Rabbi Tzvi Price asks, what can we do to bring Hashem’s salvation when we face a problem? 

Certainly, having faith in Hashem and Davening intensely are effective means of earning 

Hashem’s assistance. Additionally, however, we can earn a salvation from Hashem by making 

a Kiddush Hashem, glorifying the Name of Hashem in this world through our conduct. Chazal 

comment (Toras Kohanim, Acharei Mos) that if you glorify Hashems’ Name, then Hashem, in 

turn, will glorify His Name through you. By making a Kiddush Hashem, Hashem will use us as a 

means of creating yet another Kiddush Hashem. By displaying Middos that reflect the qualities 

that are expected of the nation chosen by Hashem to represent Him in the world, we earn the 

privilege of being the means for further Kiddush Hashem to be created. Rabbi Price writes that 

there was a well-known philanthropist in Brooklyn New York, named Mr. Ruby Schron. A while 

ago, Mr. Schron purchased a home. One day his children were jumping around on a bed, and they 

heard a crash in the floor underneath them. They looked in the hole and discovered a safe had 

been hidden under the floor boards! They managed to get the safe open and they found that it 

contained diamonds, jewelry and bonds worth a total of approximately $40,000. The Schron’s 

wanted to do what was proper with their find and thought to return it to the original owner, so they 

consulted with Rav Moshe Feinstein, zt”l. When they bought the house, the sale contract clearly 

said that the purchase of the home applied to everything in the home including all of the furniture 

and any leftover belongings, however, Rav Moshe in fact told them that they were correct and 

should definitely return everything, as people do not usually sell money. Mr. Schron called the 

previous owner of the house who thanked him and said, “Our parents left us money in the house, 

but we were never able to find it. We knew that a religious Jew like yourself would return it to us 

if it was ever found!” This was a remarkable Kiddush Hashem, and Hashem Bentched them for 

the way they acted. At the time, Mr. Schron was just starting out in real estate, and soon after this, 

Hashem blessed him with great wealth, which allowed him to perform many more Kiddushei 

Hashem with all of his work for Tzedakah. The Pasuk says in Tehilim, ‘Yishlach Ezricha 

Mikodesh’, Hashem sends us His assistance, Mikodesh— because of the Kiddush Hashem that we 

create through our honest, proper, and upstanding conduct. Kiddush Hashem, very often, is not 

planned. Rather, it results naturally from living our lives the way Hashem wants us to! 

 

       B’Kitzur… 
      A Quick Look at Hilchos Tefilah 

Mondays and Thursdays are considered 

days of favor before Hashem, since during 

the 40 days prior to Moshe getting the second 

Luchos, Moshe ascended on a Thursday and 

descended on a Monday. Therefore, on those 

days we increase our supplications in 

Davening and we add the Tefilos of “V’Hu 

Rachum”, which is to be said together with 

Tachanun. This is said while standing, and 

one should say it slowly and with Kavanah, 

in the way of supplication. 

 (Kitzur Shulchan Aruch 22:9) 

 

 
ביראתך ואני ברב חסדך אבוא ביתך אשתחוה אל היכל  

As for me, through Your abundant kindness, 

I will enter Your House and bow toward 

Your Holy Sanctuary in awe of You 
It is a great Chesed of Hashem that He allows  

us to enter His House— Shul, to Daven, even  

while we are still tainted with sin (Iyun Tefilah).  

When a person sincerely recognizes Hashem’s  

Chesed with the words “B’rov Chasdecha, with  

Hashem’s abundant kindness,” he further arouses Hashem’s Chesed, creating a more 

favorable reception for the prayers he will soon begin. This phrase hints at a further 

benefit as well: it evokes the merit of our Avos by reminding Hashem of the Chesed that 

was performed by Avraham Avinu. It is in that merit that Hashem also bestows His great 

Chesed on us (Sefer Tomer Devorah). Chazal tell us that because we no longer merit 

having the Bais HaMikdash, our Shuls serve as a Mikdash Me’at, a small Bais 

HaMikdash, and our Davening substitutes for the Korbanos. In this way, each and every 

Jew can achieve a direct connection with Hashem. The Gemara (Brachos 6a) teaches 

that the Shechinah resides in a Shul when ten men pray together in a Minyan. A question 

arises from this. If Hashem is Omnipresent, why do we single out the Shechinah’s 

Presence in a Shul during Tefilah? Rav Chaim Friedlander (Sifsei Chaim, Pirkei Emunah 

V’Hashgachah, Vol. 1, p. 170) cites the Ramchal which provides an explanation. The 

“Shechinah” that we are referring to represents our relationship with Hashem. Although 

Hashem’s Presence is always constant, our awareness of the Shechinah is stronger when 

we are inspired by an occasion or a place of holiness. To the extent that we seek the 

Shechinah, we find can It! Our job as we Daven is to expose our souls to the “rays” of 

the Shechinah — to shed the layers of distraction of this world, and feel the Shechinah’s 

radiant Presence in Shul all around us. When a person comes to Shul and Davens, he 

must realize that he is Davening to the only One Who can, and will, help him, in any 

situation he may find himself. Rav Shimshon Dovid Pincus taught that when a person 

speaks to his Creator, and mentions Hashem’s Name, if he only would think for a 

moment about the meaning of Hashem’s Name, at that moment an enormous happiness 

would burst forth within him! Specifically, we ‘meet’ Hashem in Shul and speak with 

Him, and Hashem has the ability to help the person who is Davening, and Hashem 

assists all who sincerely ask Him for help. Rav Pincus comments that a person 

untouched by joy as he comes to Shul to Daven must be lacking in his perception of 

Who Hashem is. On the other hand, a person who truly feels in his heart that he is 

addressing Hashem— the One Who has the answer to all his problems and the desire to 

fulfill his needs— rises to his feet with enthusiasm, joyful at the opportunity he has been 

given to come to Shul to connect with Hashem, his Creator! 

 


