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 סימן קכח סעיף ח
Understanding the custom of saying  

 ותערב לפניך עתירתנו
The Mechaber paskens that when the shliach 
tzibbur reaches רצה the Kohanim should start to 
move towards the duchen.  The custom in chutz 
la’aretz is to recite ותערב לפניך עתירתנו before 
duchening during the Yom Tov mussaf.  It is 
interesting to note that there is no mention of 
reciting ותערב לפניך עתירתנו in the Mechaber.  The 
Mishna Berura1 does mention this custom when 
quoting the Maharam Lublin who rules that when 
there are no Kohanim present for Mussaf and there 
is therefore no ותערב ,נשיאת כפיים isn't said. The  ליקוטי

 is  ותערב  in hilchos Pesach points out that מהרי"ח
not brought in most of the seforim upon which our 
nusach hatefilla is based such as  ,סדור רב עמרם, כל בו

 does מחזור ויטרי However the  .אבודרהם, טור, שו"ע
bring this tefillah but he says to say it every day.  
Our custom to recite in only on Yom Tov is based on 
the מהרי"ל.   
The question arises whether ותערב  should be said 
when duchening during Shacharis in chutz la’aretz.  
For example, there are poskim who hold that 
duchening should take place during shacharis on 
Simchas Torah since people drink alcohol and won’t 
be able to duchen during Mussaf.2  The Darchei 
Moshe3 paskens not to say ותערב during shacharis 
in such an instance.  The Kitzur Shulchan Aruch 
writes that one should not say ותערב when 
duchening shacharis on Simchas Torah.   
The ליקוטי מהרי"ח writes that ותערב serves as a 
notice that ברכת כהנים is about to be said.  This 
explanation works well with our practice in chutz 
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la’aretz where it only comes before duchening.  In 
Eretz Yisroel where duchening is more frequent this 
reason will not apply. 
Why is נשיאת כפיים referred to as “duchening”? 
While describing the Kohanim’s ascent to  נשיאת

 ”לעלות לדוכן“ the Mechaber4 uses the phrase כפיים

(lit. ascending to the “duchen”).  What does this 
word mean?  The Pri Megodim brings from the 
Levush that ‘duchen’ is Arabic for ‘stage’.  The 
Eishel Avroham5 holds that this language indicates 
that the Kohanim should perform the נשיאת כפיים 
on an elevated surface.  He is in doubt as to how 
high the ‘stage’ should be, maybe even less than 

three tefochim is acceptable as long as there is a 
clear elevation.  He posits that this requirement 
might be a זכר to the steps that were in the Beis 
Hamikdosh for the Kohanim and Leviim.  He 
concludes that lechatchila the Kohanim should 
duchen on an elevated surface that is three 
tefochim (9 inches) off the ground.  Bedieved, if 
that is not available, the Kohanim may duchen on 
any surface. 

 סימן קכח סעיפים י,יג

The Mechaber paskens that the shliach tzibbur 
participates in ברכת כהנים in two ways.  

1. The shliach tzibbur must announce “Kohanim” 
before the Kohanim begin their beracha.6   

2. The shliach tzibbur needs to recite each word 
of the ברכת כהנים prior to the Kohanim, in 
order to guide them and help ensure that the 
Kohanim do not become confused as to which 
word they are up to.7   

The Mishna Berura8 explains that this the 
announcement “Kohanim” does not constitute a 
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hefsek (interruption) for the chazaras hashatz just 
like the recitation of the words of the ברכת כהנים 
(prior to the Kohanim’s recitation) is not considered 
a hefsek.  They are both deemed לצורך התפילה (for 
the purposes of tefillah). The fact that the Mishna 
Berura explains the 1st halacha by quoting the 2nd 
halacha as a proof would indicate that the 2nd 
halacha is more readily understood as not being a 
hefsek.  In the end however, according to the 
Mishna Berura they are both not considered to be 
hefseikim and therefore the shliach tzibbur should 
perform both.   
The Chayei Odom9 mentions that the גר"א held that 
the shliach tzibbur should not call out ‘Kohanim’, 
rather someone else should do so.  This is the 

current practice among many batei medrash in 
Eretz Yisroel.  In contrast, when it comes to reciting 
the words of ברכת כהנים before the Kohanim, the 
Chayei Odom10 says that the shliach tzibbur does so 
and does not bring any dissenting opinion from the 
 This indicates that it was only the  .גר"א
announcement ‘Kohanim’ that the גר"א held was a 
hefsek.  This supports our earlier diyuk in the 
Mishna Berura.   
The Chazon Ish, however, would have someone 
else besides the shliach tzibbur recite the 2nd 
halacha as well.  The Shulchan Aruch HaRav11 writes 
the complete opposite.  He rules that one should be 
particular that the shliach tzibbur specifically 
should be מקרא the Kohanim.  

____________________________________ 

Kollel Beis HaTalmud Chaburah 
 סימן קכח סעיף יח

Throughout the Birchas Kohanim procedure, timing is of the essence.  The following is a list of what and 
when the various steps should take place. 

The… Must wait to… Until after… Finishes… 
Shliach Tzibbur announce ‘Kohanim’ The tzibbur12  אמן to ברכת מודים 
The Kohanim  begin the beracha “אשר קדשנו” The Shliach Tzibbur  Announcing ‘Kohanim’ 
Kohanim/shliach 
tzibbur13 

  אמן Tzibbur יברכך14

Kohanim Say any word of Birchas Kohanim Shliach tzibbur being מקרא that word 
Shliach tzibbur Be מקרא a word Kohanim Saying the previous word 
Tzibbur אמן Kohanim The last word 

 

Heichal HaTorah Chaburah 
 סימן קכח סעיף כג

Why do the Kohanim have their eyes facing towards the ground during Birkas Kohanim? 

According to the Levush (128:23), since it is a 
tefillah it has the same halachah as Shemonei Esrei 
(Shulchan Aruch 95:2). This opinion is recorded in 
the Mishnah Berurah (128:88). 
The Zohar (3:145b) writes that Birkas Kohanim has 
to be said with humility. In order to keep this inyan, 
the Kohanim face their eyes downwards (Yafeh 
Lelev 1:32) 
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12 See Mishna Berura 64 who understands this to mean the 
majority of the tzibbur 
13 This follows the minhag brought in the Mechaber that the 
Kohanim start יברכך without the shliach tzibbur reciting it 

Why can’t Yisraelim look at the Kohanim during 

Birkas Kohanim? 
The Mishnah Berurah (89) explains that only staring 
intently at the Kohanim  - which will lead to one’s 

loss of focus (hesech hada’as) – is truly forbidden. 
A quick look is permitted. It was only in the Beis 
Hamikdash, when the Kohanim duchened with the 
Shem Hameforash and the Shechinah was resting 
on their hands that even a quick look was 

prior.  Therefore the Kohanim must wait until the entire 
tzibbur finishes saying amen.  According to the rama the 
shliach tzibbur does say יברכך prior to the Kohanim.  He need 
only wait for the majority of the tzibbur to finish saying 
amen in order to begin. [MB 65] 
14 The same applies to "יאר" "ישא" [MB 66] 



forbidden. Nevertheless, the minhag today is that 
we don’t look at the Kohanim even for a short 

period of time as a zecher to the Beis Hamikdash 
(Mishnah Berurah quoting Magen Avraham 
128:35). 
The Tosfos HaRosh to Megillah (24b) quotes a 
Medrash which mentions that even today we do 
not look at the hands of the Kohanim, since the 
Shechinah is still found between their hands. 
Similarly, the Kaf Hachayim (128:140) quotes the 
Zohar that says it is disrespectful to the Shechinah 
to look at the Kohanim’s hands. 
Why do Kohanim cover their hands? 
The Rama (128:23) brings down two Minhagim 
(whether Kohanim cover their hands or not). 
Although the Mishnah Berurah seems to endorse 
the custom of only covering their faces (to avoid the 
Kohanim being mesiach da’as) but keeping their 
hands outside the tallis, the common custom is for 
the Kohanim to cover their hands (Aruch 
Hashulchan 36). 

The reasons for advocating that the Kohanim 
should have their hands outside the tallis is 
twofold: 1) The Gr”a (128:51) writes that we can 

bring a proof from the Gemara in Megillah (24b). 
The Gemara there prohibits a Kohen with a mum on 
his hands to do Birkas Kohanim, as people will look 
at him. We see, says the Gr”a, that the minhag was 

to keep the hands outside of the tallis. 2) The 
Shulchan Aruch Harav (128:36) writes that the tallis 
might be considered a chatzitzah between the 
hands of the Kohanim and the people. 
Many poskim explain that the minhag to cover their 
hands developed in order to prevent the people 
from looking at them (specially, as mentioned 
earlier that the Shechinah still rests upon the hands 
of the Kohanim today), see Kaf Hachayim 128:143). 
The Yisraelim also developed the minhag of 
covering their faces, so they should not lose 
concentration by looking around or by looking at 
the Kohanim (Yosef Ometz 806). 

_____________________________________________________ 

Shaarei Tefillah Chaburah 
 סימן קכח סעיף כ

Should a Kohen be shliach tzibbur when there is duchening? 
The Mechaber paskens that a shliach tzibbur who is 
a Kohen should not duchen when there are other 
Kohanim in the minyan.  The Mishna Berura15 brings 
two reasons for this halacha. 
1. He might become confused and not be able to 

continue chazaras hashatz 
2. The Chachomim did not want the shliach tzibbur 

to leave his place and be mafsik his chazaras 
hashatz when there are other Kohanim who can 
fulfill the mitzvah of  כפייםנשיאת . 

If the shliach tzibbur is the only Kohen at the minyan 
he may go up and duchen if he is guaranteed that 
he will be able to complete chazaras hashatz upon 
his return from the duchen.  That being said, if there 
are other Kohanim present, he should not duchen 
even if he has a siddur and will therefore not 
become disoriented.16   
The Sefer Eretz Yisroel17 brings that the custom in 
Yerushalayim is that the shliach tzibbur duchens 
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16 MB 76 
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even when there are other Kohanim present.  
However, the Chazon Ish and the Steipler had the 
custom that when there were other Kohanim 
present, the shliach tzibbur would not duchen. 
It would appear that a Kohen should not be the 
shliach tzibbur on a day when there is duchening as 
he will be forced to not fulfill the mitzvah of birchas 
Kohanim.  Some say18 that even if the Kohen is a חיוב 
(i.e. a mourner) he should not be shliach tzibbur, but 
rather duchen. 
The Mechaber19 paskens that ideally the מקרא 
should be a Yisroel or Levi, not a Kohen.  The Mishna 
Berura20 comments that according to our custom 
that the shliach tzibbur is the מקרא, it would seem 
that a Kohen should not be the shliach tzibbur 
because if he were to be the shliach tzibbur 
someone else would have to be the מקרא which 
would be against our custom.   

18 Dirshu note 83 in the name of Rav Shlomo Zalman 
Aurebach zt”l 
 סעיף כב 19
 ס"ק פה 20
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 סימן קכח סעיף ל

What should a Kohen do if he has to go the 
bathroom before duchening? (opinion of R’ Elyashiv) 

 If he felt the need 
before the Chazan 
began Retzei 

If he felt the need 
after the Chazan 
began Retzei 

If he is able to 
hold himself 
back for at 
least 72 
minutes  

Permissible to 
ascend to duchan 
according to all 
opinions 

Permissible to 
ascend to duchan 
according to all 
opinions 

If he cannot 
hold himself 
back for 72 
minutes  

He should exit the 
Shul before the 
Chazan begins 
Retzei 

Allowed to duchan 
(as would be 
embarrassed if 
forced to leave the 
Shul at this point).  
This is allowed even 
if he transgresses 
‘Bal Teshaktzu’. 

 

 סימן קכח סעיף לד
Can a קטן duchen? 

 If does not 
have two 
hairs nor a 
beard 

If has two hairs 
(or 13 years and 1 
day old) but not a 
beard  

If has two 
hairs and 
a beard 

By himself Not 
allowed at 
all 
(Mechaber 
34) 

Allowed, but only 
on isolated 
occasions 
(“B’akrai”) 
(Mechaber) 
 
If there are no 
other Kohanim 
besides him and 
he is 13 years and 
1 day old, the 
Beiur Halacha 
(s.v. “U’Mihu”) 
implies that he is 
then allowed to 
duchan even 
regularly 
(“Bikvius”)  

Allowed 
to duchan 
even 
regularly 
(“Bikvius”) 

Together 
with other 
Kohanim 

Allowed to duchan for Chinuch (Mechaber).  
This is allowed even regularly (“Bikvius”) 
(Beiur Halacha s.v. “Aval”) 

 

Did you know? 
 סימן קכח

1.  When the Kohanim turn around to face the tzibbur they 
should turn to the right (clockwise). The same holds true 
when they turn back to face the Aron upon finishing 
duchening. [Mechaber 17] 
2.  The shliach tzibbur may answer אמן to the birchas 
Kohanim if he is reading from a siddur.  However, he should 
not answer the אמן to their beracha of "אשר קדשנו". 
[Mechaber 19, MB 71] 
3.  One who is in the middle of Birchos Kriyas Shema when 
the Kohanim are reciting birchas Kohanim, may answer אמן 
to the actual birchas Kohanim but not to their beracha 
beforehand. [Dirshu note 81 in the name of the Igros Moshe] 
4.  One who is in the middle of shemone esrei when the 
Kohanim are reciting birchas Kohanim should pause and 
listen but not answer אמן. [Ibid.] 
5.  One should not begin shemone esrei if he sees that he 
will not be finished by the time the Kohanim will begin 
birchas Kohanim. [Ibid.] 
6.  No one may looks at the Kohanim’s faces or hands while 
they are duchening.  One may similarly not look at anything 
that might distract him from focusing on the Kohanim’s 
beracha. [Mechaber 23, MB 89] 
7.  One who stands behind the Kohanim does not receive the 
beracha unless they are אנוסים.  One may, however, stand 
on the side of the Kohanim. [Mechaber 24, MB 95] 
8.  No one should say anything, including pesukim, while the 
Kohanim are reciting ברכת כהנים.  It is recommended not to 
say anything even in between the Kohanim’s words. 
[Mechaber 26, MB 103] 
9.  A Kohen who has not yet davened and was called up to 
duchen must do so even if it means missing zman tefillah. If 
the Kohen is in danger of missing zman Kriyas Shema, he 
should say the first posuk and then duchen. [MB 107] 
 

10.  It is preferable to recite birchas HaTorah before 
duchening. [Dirshu note 116] 

 




