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פד סימן  

May one wash נטילת ידים in today’s 

bathrooms? 

Does one need to wash נטילת ידים for just 
entering and exiting a bathroom?1 

1. Do today’s bathrooms have the status of a  בית
 ?הכסא

The Mechaber in Siman 83 paskens that one may 
not recite דברים שבקדושה in a בית הכסא.  In seif 4 
the Mechaber brings the halacha of the  בית הכסא
 In this type of bathroom the  .דפרסאי
 immediately fall מי רגלים and צואה
into a hole and roll away a distance of 
4 amos from the opening of the hole.  
This type of bathroom does not have 
the status of a halachic בית הכסא and 
one is permitted to recite  דברים
 there.  The Chazon Ish and שבקדושה
Iggros Moshe are both in doubt as to whether our 
bathrooms today are like בית הכסא דפרסאי.  On the 
one hand, the צואה and מי רגלים do not remain in 
the room, like that of the בית הכסא דפרסאי.  But, 
on the other hand they do remain there for a short 
period of time until they are flushed out.  In the  בית

דפרסאי הכסא  the צואה immediately exits the room.  
This discussion is in relation to reciting  דברים
 but what about washing one’s hands for שבקדושה

a meal in a bathroom?  In light of the above, is there 

                                                           
1 Bathrooms in the times of the Gemorah were places where 
there existed רוח רעה thus necessitating a נטילת ידים upon 
exiting. 

 and thus an obligation to wash one’s hands רוח רעה

when one exits a bathroom?   

2. Are today’s bathrooms considered בית המרחץ 
due to the shower and/or bathtub that they 
contain? 

The Mechaber in Siman 84 explains that there are 
three rooms in a בית המרחץ.  The middle room is 
the changing room in which some people are 
clothed while other are ערומים.  The Mishna 
Berura2 brings a dispute as to whether one is 
permitted to say דברים שבקדושה in the middle 
room if no one is currently ערום.  The Mishna Berura 

himself does not clearly paskens 
leniently and the Shulchan Aruch HaRav 
is stringent.  It is important to remember 
that this dispute is with regard to saying 
 and even then there is a דברים שבקדושה
dispute, with some authorities 
permitting.  Our question is with regard 
to washing hands.  

There is a dispute as to why a בית המרחץ is a place 
where one may not recite דברים שבקדושה.  The Taz 
holds that since a בית המרחץ is built to be used by 
people who are ערום, it is not an appropriate place 
to recite דברים שבקדושה.  The Mogen Avroham, 
brought in the Mishna Berura (4), holds that the 
problem with a מרחץ is ‘zuhama’. Zuhama is a 

thickness in the air accompanied by a bad stench 
that results from heat and body odour.  The Mogen 
Avrohom is therefore lenient with regard to reciting 
a beracha in a mikvah since our mikvaos today do 
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not contain Zuhama and do not have the status of 
a בית המרחץ. 

It may be strongly argued that according to the 
Mogen Avrohom one would be permitted to recite 
 in a bathroom today where there דברים שבקדושה
is no toilet in the room.  Today’s bathrooms have 
no zuhama.  Even according to the Taz, at a time 
when there are no people ערום, according to some 
poskim one would be allowed to recite  דברים
 .שבקדושה

The following are some rulings by Rav S Z Auerbach3 
based on the above. 

 Lechatchila one may wash his hands in a 
shower room. 

 Where there exists no alternative, one may 
wash נטילת ידים in a bathroom (e.g. on an 
airplane) 

 One who merely enters and exits a 
bathroom (without relieving himself / 
bathing) does not need to wash his hands. 

 

In conclusion, there are sufficient grounds 
according to many poskim to permit washing  נטילת
 in today’s bathrooms as well as not requiring a ידים

 .upon exiting נטילת ידים

______________________________________________

Heichal HaTorah Chaburah 

 סימן פט

Trying to concentrate….  

The source for the mitzvah to pray, which is what 
we do when we daven Shemonei Esrei, is sourced 
in the passuk ‘ul’ovdo bechol levavchem’ – to serve 
Hashem with all your heart (Ta’anis 

2a). We see that the definition of 
tefillah is avodah sheb’lev – the 
service of the heart. Furthermore, 
the Avudraham (p. 93) adds that 
the gimatriya of tefillah equals 
bekavonas halev.   

It follows that just saying the words 
themselves, without realising what we are saying 
and to whom we are saying them, is not really 
sufficient to be termed avodah sheb’lev.  

As it says in Olas Tamid (introduction) that when a 
person has finished his life in this world, he will 
stand in front of the Beis Din Shel Ma’alah, and will 
be asked the following: ‘You have davened 
thousands of times in your life….please explain the 

meaning of ‘mashlich karcho ch’fitim’ and similar 

expressions found throughout the siddur’… Perhaps 
this is the reason why the Yosef Ometz (siman 26) 
writes, that learning beur tefillah – the meaning of 
the words we say – takes precedence over any 
other learning.  

                                                           
3 Halichos Shlomo Tefillah ch. 20:24 

Unfortunately, we often find concentrating in 
davening to be a challenge. As the Siddur Rokeach 
(p. 315) puts it: ‘the main nisayon (test) that a 
person undergoes every day is regarding his 
kavanah’.  

There are, however, a number of points that will 
make concentrating on our tefillah a lot easier:  

 

a) Unless there is a pikuach 
nefesh reason, let us make sure that 
our cell-phones are disconnected. (off 
or flight mode)  This will eliminate a 
large amount of distraction, and will 
help us focus on tefillah. 
 

b) Coming on time for davening 
(or a few minutes early) will help us 

clear our minds to properly connect to 
Hashem. Rushing in to a minyan that has 
already commenced, starts us out on the 
wrong foot, and makes attaining kavanah 
that much more difficult. 
 

c) Maran Harav Shteinman shlit”a writes 

(Yimale Pi Tehilasecha p. 12) ‘that when a 
person is praying, he should feel as if the 
entire world is waiting for his tefillos’. If one 

truly understood that his tefillos can help 
heal the sick, bring parnassah, help the 
childless etc. etc., his entire emphasis on his 
tefillah would be different. 



Kollel Beis HaTalmud Chaburah 

 סימן פט סעיף ב

Greeting Someone before Davening 

Chaim sat down in shul one morning he noticed his 
friend Dovid who had been away for over a year.  
He decided to go over and welcome him.  

Under what circumstances may Chaim greet Dovid 
before he has davened shacharis? 

The Gemorah4 states that before davening one may 
not greet5 anyone.  The Gemorah limits this 
prohibition to a situation where one makes a 
special trip for the purpose of greeting his friend.  A 
‘greeting’ is an expression of respect.  It is 

inappropriate to display respect to a person before 
one has displayed respect to Hashem.6  The 
prohibition begins from Alos HaSchachar7  and 
extends until after one has davened Shacharis.8  

 

There are 3 different situations relevant to 

this prohibition  
1. Intentional Trip for the Purpose of Greeting 
(Mashkim Le’Pesach Chaveiro).  One may not go 
somewhere for the exclusive purpose of greeting 
someone.9   

Examples:  

One may not travel to his friend’s house before 

davening to greet him. 

                                                           
4 Berachos 14a 
5 The Gemorah states that one may not be “nosein Shalom” 
(Lit. to give peace) to his friend.  
6 Bach OC 89 (3) 
7 72  or 90 minutes before sunrise.  Magen Avraham 89:6, 
MB 89:8.  Not like the Taz 89:3 who holds that the 
prohibition begins only when the optimal time for davening 
has arrived i.e. Sunrise. 
8 This prohibition does not apply prior to other tefilos. Pri 
Megadim 89:6  
9 OC 89:2.  See Aruch HaShulchan 89:18 who holds that it is 
forbidden in such a case even if nothing is said. 
10 MB 89:9 
11 For example, one is going to do a dvar mitzvah before 
davening. Aruch HaShulchan 89:18 

One may not walk over to his friend’s seat 

specifically in order to greet him before davening.10 

2. Making a Detour (KeShehutzrach Laleches).   If 
one was involved in a permitted activity11 before 
davening that necessitated him going past his 
friend’s house, he may then stop in at his friend’s 

house and greet him.  However, the greeting in this 
circumstance may not include Hashem’s name 12 
(i.e. “Shalom”13).  One may, however, say “good 

morning”. 
 

3. Incidental Encounter (Pagah bederech). 

If one happens to meet a friend while going on 
one’s way, he may greet his friend using Hashem’s 

name.  However, the custom is not to say Shalom, 
but ‘good morning’ so as to remind oneself that one 

should not tarry before davening.14 
 

Exceptions to the Rule  

1. Replying.  If someone who has already davened 
greeted his friend who has not yet davened, the 
latter may reply with Hashem’s name.  One may 
initiate a greeting even though he knows his friend 
has not yet davened.15 

2. After Recitation of Berachos.  If one has already 
said birchos hashachar, even though he has yet to 
daven shacharis, he may give Shalom in previously 
mentioned greeting situations 2 & 3.16   Saying 
berachos permits one in situation 1 to greet a friend 
but not using Hashem’s name.17 

12 The reason for this distinction is that it is not correct to use 
Hashem’s name to honour someone before one has 
honoured Hashem.  MB 89:11.  
13 MB ibid is in doubt whether one would be permitted to 
use a translation of Hashem’s name (For example, G-d).  MB 
ibid seems to permit using Hashem’s name in the form of a 
blessing rather than a greeting. For example הרחום ירחמך 
14 MB 89:16.  Some poskim note that the custom is to 
specifically use a salutation that one is not accustomed to 
use.  If ‘good morning’ is the normal greeting then a different 
one should be substituted.  
15 MB ibid 
16 MB ibid. 
17 Aruch HaShulchan  89:19. 
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3. A Passing Mitzvah One is permitted to be 
involved in mitzvah related activities before 
davening.18 Example: 

If someone’s parents are leaving before one has 

davened he may go to say goodbye to them and say 
Shalom.19 

Conclusion 

 If Chaim had said birchos hashachar then he 
would be permitted walk over to Dovid for 
the purpose of greeting him, but not using 
Hashem’s name. 

 If he had not yet said birchos hashachar it 
would be forbidden to do so. 

 If he was anyway passing by the general 
direction of where Dovid was, he would be 
permitted to greet him but, not using 
Hashem’s name. 

 

 Intentional 
Trip to Greet 

Making a 
Detour 

Incidental 
Encounter 

Before 
birchos 
hashachar 

Prohibited Permitted 
not using 
Hashem’s 

name 

Permitted 
using 
Hashem’s 

name. 
Custom is 
not to use 
Hashem’s 

name. 

After 
birchos 
hashachar 

Permitted 
not using 
Hashem’s 

name 

Permitted 
using 
Hashem’s 

name. 
Custom is 
not to use 
Hashem’s 

name. 

Permitted 
using 
Hashem’s 

name. 
Custom is 
not to use 
Hashem’s 

name. 

Replying 

 

Permitted Permitted Permitted 

  

 

                                                           
18 Magen Avraham 251:6 

 

 

19 Bitzel HaChachmah 5:70 




