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Paroh planned to kill all the newborn males after his dream that the savior of Bnei Yisrael
would be born soon. He immediately took action by calling in the midwives of Bnei
Yisrael, Yochebed and her daughter Miriam. He taught them how to distinguish between
a male or a female before it was born in order for them to prevent the birth of all the
males. Being that they had Yirat Shamayim they played along with his plan and did just
the opposite. Even when there was a woman who would possibly have a miscarriage
they worked feverishly to make sure the baby would live. Paroh scolded them, but
Hashem helped them give him an answer that he could not reject. They said that the
Jewish women didn’t need midwives for birth since they were blessed by Yaakob Abinu
to give birth naturally as the animals do. Paroh did not give up on his plan and decreed
all newborn males should be thrown into the river to die. Paroh's police went from
house to house revealing all the newborn males and casting them into the river. As the
Midrashim explain, Hashem sent Malachim to pull them out of the river and place them
in the fields where they developed and went home eventually. Moshe was the only one
spared from this decree. He was hidden by his mother for months, as the Midrashim
explain, and then put into a safe basket tarred to protect it from sinking and put into the
river. That same day the daughter of Paroh decided to immerse in the river, according to
the Midrash to immerse to become Jewish. She saw the basket, opened it and behold it
was a Jewish child, for he was circumcised, and she brought him into the palace to raise
him as her son. HaRav Yaakob Kanievsky, the Steipler Rab, in his sefer Birkat Perez,
explains a beautiful concept and phenomena. Here Paroh planned all types of strategies
in order that the savior of Klal Yisrael should not come about. As it turned out, not only
was the salvation of Moshe not prevented, but it all came about because of Paroh. Paroh
made this decree to throw the first born into the river then his own daughter saved
Moshe and not only saved him, but raised him under Paroh's nose. (Continued on page 2)
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בס”ד

Parashat Shemot/פרשת שמות

Friday /

Minha - מנחה /  4:38

Candle Lighting -  4:43

Shekiah - שקיעה / 5:01

Shabbat Morning /
- קרבנות  8:00
- ה‘ מלך 8:15

- שמע מ”א 9:07
שיעור חובות הלבבות

Shabbat Afternoon /
- שיעור הלכה  2:50

- מנחה 4:05
- שקיעה 5:02
- שיחה 5:35
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Rav Menachem Manis Mandel zt”l was the renowned menahel of Yeshiva of
Brooklyn for many years. His expertise in chinuch, sensitivity, love and care
made him beloved by his students and greatly attuned to their needs. R’
Mandel held that children causing trouble or not performing as usual was a
result of inner turmoil in their lives and needed to be addressed and dealt
with. His incredible love made him truly empathize and able to bring out the
best in his students, even those going through hard times.

The girl who sat in his office was clearly distraught. A situation at home was
very difficult for her to deal with and Rav Mandel sought to get to the root
of the problem and help her. Rav Mandel phoned one of his older sons and
asked that he please come to his office as soon as possible. His son,
concerned about the unusual request, quickly went to see his father at the
school. Rav Mandel was sitting his is office with his young student and

asked his son if he remembered the period after his mother’s passing. Rav Mandel had lost his wife at a very
young age and was left alone to raise six children, all under the age of thirteen.

“Do you remember when I was considering remarriage and asked for you children’s permission?” “Of
course”, his son remembered that trying time in his life well. For the three years since his mother’s passing,
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The Steipler explained, we can not change the decree of Hashem
for better or for worse, only through tefilah, teshubah, ssedaka

and maasim tobim. Only these can change a gezerah, but not any human power can do
so. As our rabbis teach us in Masechet Yoma (35) no one can harm another or take away
anything that was decreed for him.
We see from Hezkiyahu Hamelech who saw in a prophecy that he would have two
children that would not follow Torah. He decided not to get married. The Nabi told him,
“If you don’t get married you will lose your Olam Haba.” Even though he married the
daughter of Yirmiyahu his two sons did not follow Torah. A person can not refrain from
doing misvot even if his dreams tell him differently.
Once a man came to the Hafets Hayim crying about his poverty. He told the Hafets Hayim
that he was so poor that he prayed so hard, fasted, put himself through suffering, and
begged Hashem to make him rich. He played the lotto and won forty thousand rubles. All
of the swindlers heard about his wealth and each one tried to convince him to double his
money in their investments. In a short time he lost all of his money. Now he was begging
the Hafets Hayim for a beracha. The Hafets Hayim rebuked him, “Don’t you know that
Hashem sets an amount for each person every year and paupers will be paupers-nothing
can change that decree. You took all of your life’s portion at one time, now there is
nothing left from what you were destined to receive. I’m sorry but a beracha can no
longer help you.” The lesson is pray to Hashem to help you serve Him better and with
parnassa, health and Torah and accept the Master Plan for it is all for the best.

Shabbat Shalom                                    HaRav Ezra Zafrani

(Continued from page 1)

Stories of Gedolim
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GRUNIONS
Grunions live in the deep sea and are only seen about
once a year when they appear in great numbers. Here is
their amazing story:

The female grunions lay their eggs in the sand on southern California beaches
exactly 15 minutes after high tide on the night after the month's highest tide.
These eggs have to be fertilized by the males within 30 seconds.

As each wave runs back, grunions flop on the wet sand, helpless as fish out of
water. There they lay eggs at the edge of the farthest reach of the sea, burying
them in sand out of sight of hungry shore birds. The eggs are in no danger of
washing away because the tides will not be so high again for another month.
They receive warmth from the sun and fresh air through the grains of sand.

When the next high tide comes in, the waters lap up and over these eggs, -and
they suddenly hatch out when touched by the salt water. Scientists watching it,
say it is almost explosive how the tiny fish instantly hatch and come out onto the
surface. The young immediately know that they must get to the sea quickly! The
new-born fry are washed back into the sea. No grunions will be seen again for a
full year.

Who taught the grunions all this? Who fixed the incubation period to exactly
coincide with the monthly highest tide on southern California beaches? Who did
this and a million, million other miracles in our world?

HAKADOSH BARUCH HU!!

Rabbi Eliyahu Tobal

נפלאות הבורא
Hashems Amazing World

Stories of Gedolim cont… his father was juggling his job and being a mother and father to his
orphaned children. “And how did you feel about the decision?” Rav

Mandel inquired. “It was the greatest thing for our family!” his son excitedly replied. “Tante (aunt) Ettel
became a mother to us children, and her son Yerachmiel a brother to us”. Rav Mandel’s son did not know that
the girl sitting in front of them was struggling with her mother’s remarriage, which was greatly affecting her
performance in school, he merely answered his father’s questions honestly and sincerely. But Rav Mandel did.
And he set up the situation, without his son’s previous involvement or knowledge, so the girl would get an
honest report about the positive effects of remarriage.

Rav Mandel thanked his son for his time and honestly and the previously torn girl left his office happy and at
peace.
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הלכות למעשה
Weekly Halachot

Common Questions Regarding Fruit
Trees

Q. I recently purchased a house that
has a large apple tree in the garden its
getting very hard to upkeep can I
uproot it?

A. It is a Torah prohibition for one to
uproot fruit tree. The reason
explained by the Rambam is that the
Torah prohibits one from destroying
things that have a purpose, hence a
fruit tree which is a great necessity
in general, may not be destroyed.
The Gemara says that it can bring
danger upon a person who does so.

Q. I am planning to build a guest
house in my yard can I uproot a fruit
tree to do so?

A. There are opinions that if one
has a need to build ones home on
the place where the tree is
standing one may uproot the tree.
(See Kaf Hahayim Yoreh Deah 116,
84)

Q. Can I uproot a fruit tree to build a
swimming pool?

A. No. However If the swimming
pool will raise the value of the land
and the pool will be of use then
perhaps this is not considered
destroying. Therefore, one may sell
the tree to a non-Jew and have him
uproot the tree. Nevertheless, one
should seek advice from ones Rabbi.

Preventing Damage
Q. Do I have to fence in my swimming
pool? Yes

A. Yes.

Q. I recently purchased a home that
its front porch has low and frail railing
my children are mature enough not to
lean on it Am I still obligated to
replace it?

A. It is a positive commandment
from the Torah to build a fence on
ones roof that will be used (Shulhan
Aruch Hoshen Mishpat 427). This
applies to even to one who is only
renting (ibid 314,2). The minimum
height of the fence is approximately
40 inches and must be sturdy. This
law applies to any type of dangerous
spot such as a stairwell or a balcony.

Rabbi Michael Levy

Torah Laws Pertaining to the Home


