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Chazal tell us that Yosef Hatzadik was released from jail on Rosh Hashanah. The Chidushei Harim 
asks, what are Chazal trying to teach us? Why would it matter to us what date Yosef Hatzadik was freed 
from jail? 

The Chidushei Harim explains that Chazal didn’t relate this to give us a history lesson about Yosef 
Hatzadik, but rather to teach us an important personal lesson. Every Jew has an aspect of Yosef Hatzadik 
hidden inside him; this is his internal spark, his innermost desire to do Hashem’s will and keep His Mitzvos. 
Even if a person violates the entire Torah, this inner spark is not damaged; it retains its holiness forever. 

Despite the fact that this inner spark remains pure, in some situations it is “in jail”, locked up in the 
clutches of the Yetzer Harah. Therefore, at times, a Jew doesn’t may not actually feel a desire to do Ratzon 
Hashem, but rather the opposite.  

This is the novel insight that Chazal are teaching us: not only did Yosef Hatzadik get released from 
jail on Rosh Hashanah, but the “Yosef Hatzadik” that is within each and every Jew gets released from “jail” 
on Rosh Hashanah. This holy day has the power to reveal our innermost desire and cause us to actually feel 
our true yearning to do Ratzon Hashem. This is why this month is called “תשרי”, from the same root as 

 .to release, for in this month we release the “Yosef Hatzadik” that is within us from its captivity ,"שרי“

The Pasuk says, “ אורי וישעי' לדוד ה ” “To Dovid, Hashem is my light and my salvation”. Chazal 
explain (Vayikra Rabba 21:4) that “אורי” is on Rosh Hashanah. This means that on Rosh Hashanah, Hashem 
shines a light and ignites our inner spark, bringing it out from captivity. 

On Rosh Hashanah, we fulfill the special mitzvah of blowing the Shofar. When the Shofar is blown, 
it has the awesome power to confuse the Satan, and therefore prevent him from prosecuting against us. 
What is the special power hidden in the Shofar that it can cause such a reaction from the Satan? 

The word Shofar is an acronym for “ לענהואש רורה פורש ש ” “a root that produces a poisonous plant 
and wormwood” (Devarim 29:17). The Chidushei Harim explains that the Shofar has the power to uproot 
the coarse roots from a person. This is what we explained above - the power of Rosh Hashanah, and 
specifically the Shofar, is to uproot the evil from a person and reveal his inner good and true desire to do 
Ratzon Hashem.  



 

Now we can understand why the Satan gets confused and can’t prosecute us when the Shofar is 
blown. The Satan comes before Hashem to prosecute us, and claims that we don’t want to listen to Him and 
do His Mitzvos, for we have sinned countless times. However, when the Shofar is blown, all of his claims 
are found untrue. At that exact time, our true desire – to do Ratzon Hashem – is revealed. And since fulfilling 
Ratzon Hashem is our only true desire, all our sins were non other than products of the yetzer hara’s 
seduction. At that time, the yetzer hara can no longer point the finger at us for sinning, since it was he who 
coerced us into doing so. The Satan is left speechless, and this is our merit on the Day of Judgement.  

R’ Yitzchok Blazer (Kochvei Ohr page 165) says: The Satan gets very confused during Shofar blowing 
and thinks: “Moshiach is coming! Even though they have been blowing Shofar all these years and Moshiach 
hasn’t come, perhaps this year Bnei Yisroel will do Teshuva!”  

We see from here, Says R’ Yitzchok Blazer, that a person who despairs, thinking to himself “each 
year I hear the Shofar on Rosh Hashanah and I haven’t done Teshuva. I have no hope left!” is worse than 
the Satan! Every single year, the Satan believes in the possibility of every Jew doing Teshuva, despite his 
negative results in prior years. If the Satan believes in us, how can we not believe in ourselves?! May this 
be a year of a connection to our true pure self, and may we be zoche to be written in the book of life! 

 

 

 

 

  
 
 
 

“Everything can be taken away from me, except for my Godly soul 
within me.” 

 

R’ Aharon of Karlin 
 
 

“‘You should not have a strange god within you’- don’t let Hashem 
be a stranger within you - in your heart and soul.” 

 
R’ Menachem Mendel of Kotzk 
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