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 פרשת חקת
This adaptation is dedicated in honor 

of my dear wife, Devorah, 
and our dear son, Eli. 

העניא בת פריידלרצה בת רחל ו רפואה שלימה:ל   
and in memory of our dear grandfather, R’ Mendel Potashnik, a”h (June 26, 1985)  

ה"תנצב ה"תשמ תמוז' ז נפטר – ל"זצ פוטשניק בער דוב ר"ב מענדל מנחם' ר נ"לז  
 

 
  

 

 
  "זאת חקת התורה...ויקחו אליך פרה אדמה תמימה"

“This is the decree of the Torah … and 
they shall take to you a completely 
(wholesome) red cow”     )ב, יט(   
 
In reality, the reasons for all of the mitzvos are 
hidden, concealed and incomprehensible to the 
human mind.  We must perform them with 
emuna alone – to have emuna in Hashem and His 
mitzvos, without examining any rationalizations 
whatsoever.  We must keep them as decrees that 
are beyond our cognizance – that is the main 
element of emuna.1 
 
 

 מחבר עם ד'
Connected with Hashem 

 
Not everything in life can be understood.  Our 
reality is filled with questions, contradictions 
and doubts.  World (עולם) is related to hidden 
 Hashem reveals a cubit and hides two  .(נעלם)
cubits.  The ashes of the Para Aduma are a chok 
and a chok has no explanation, it is 
unfathomable.  The mitzvah of Para Aduma is an 
ancient secret.  Even the wisest man who ever 
lived, Shlomo Hamelech, testified that he did not 
understand, “I said, ‘I will become wise,’ but it 
was far from me.”2  HKB”H conducts His world 
beyond our logic and we have no chance of 
understanding His ways.  What is expected of 
us?  Wholesomeness.  “Take to you a wholesome 
red cow.”  Simple wholesomeness.  We 
understand nothing – we know only that 
everything is from Hashem and for the best.  
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Whatever happens to us in life is all preordained 
and all to bring us closer to Hashem.  Hashem’s 
ways are hidden but they all lead to a 
beneficial conclusion, even if we cannot 
discern the good along the way.  Who says that 
we are meant to understand? 
 
We make plans, strategizing many steps ahead.  
Everything seems in order and reasonable – and, 
in an instant, it is all overturned before our eyes.  
Why???  If we serve Hashem properly, after 
several moments, the “why” ( מהלָ  ) is exchanged 
for a “for what” (ְלמה).  Asking why we suffered a 
concealment is anger – why did this happen to 
us.  If we recognize that it is all Divine 
Providence – we turn it into a “for what.”  
Sometimes we receive an answer immediately, 
sometimes the answer is delayed and sometimes 
there is no answer.  Regardless, it is precisely as 
Hashem wants it and there is good certainly 
concealed within. 
 
I want to eat in a holy manner, guard my eyes, 
stop getting angry and look benevolently at 
others.  Why does it take so long, Father?  
How many years must I wait until something 
changes for me?  I can understand that material 
matters take so long – but why even spiritual 
matters?  Even awe of Heaven?  Why such a long 
wait?  Holiness must be built slowly.  Tier upon 
tier.  All of the damage is from trying to push too 
fast. 
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In this week’s parsha, the holy Torah tells of 
Moshe Rabbeinu’s “mistake” (as it were) in 
striking the rock.  The striking of the rock 
contained an element of “forcing time” – even 
though we have no inkling as to what really 
happened then. 
 
A person endlessly aspires to achieve great 
things and he is always told to wait!  We cannot 
receive what we want right away.  You want?  
It is beautiful that you want – now wait!  Why are 
we not welcomed with open arms?  It is 
impossible to receive without the proper 
preparations, without appropriate vessels.  If 
a person would receive without the requisite 
preparations, i.e. “for free,” he would not 
know how to appreciate the value of what he 
receives and he would be filled with 
arrogance. 
 
HKB”H orchestrates His world above logic and 
we have no hope of understanding – we are 
limited human beings.  It is difficult for us to 
understand how a certain pain here can be 
what is best for us.  However, we can have 
emuna.  We must repeat the concept of emuna 
often, until it pierces our hearts.  Our task in 
this world is not to try to understand, but 
rather, to remember Hashem.  When a person 
remembers Hashem - no matter what 
happens to him, he lives a good and relaxed 
life.  Whatever occurs – he runs to Hashem 
because only Hashem can help him.  When he 
forgets, he begins to seek advice and make plans 
and he loses all serenity.  He is frightened and 
confused. 
 
We must constantly fortify our desires and our 
tefillos.  HKB”H is All-Powerful.  Nothing is too 
difficult for Him.  We need only daven and daven 
again – and then daven again.  If a person takes 
one aspect that is most important to him and 
davens for it for a half hour every day – he will 
witness miracles and wonders.  HKB”H does not 
want us to throw up our hands.  He wants us to 
persist stubbornly in praying, just as Leah 
Imeinu did.  From the moment she heard that 
she was intended for the wicked Esau, she did 
not despair.  She cried incessantly and, 

ultimately, against all odds, she merited being 
the foremother of the royal House of Dovid and 
Moshiach.  All was accomplished through the 
power of unceasing and endless Jewish tears, 
desires and tefillos. 
 
When a child wants a gift – he cries and shrieks 
until he receives it.  The child does not calculate 
whether his father has sufficient funds or how 
his father earns his money.  He knows one thing: 
that he needs this item and he cries until his 
father grants his request.  We are the same – we 
are the children of HKB”H.  HKB”H does not want 
us to give up – He wants us to continue to ask – 
not as a demand or by insisting, as if we are 
owed anything – rather, out of genuine humility.  
We have seen people build worlds in an instant 
in this manner. 
 
Tefilla is something that requires constant 
fortification.  We are weak.  There is concealment 
against the task of davening.  Even before the 
salvation arrives, the power of tefilla is so 
great that it can cure the soul and soothe the 
pain.  We must know that even if we have not 
been answered, our tefillos do not go to 
waste.  Every plea and request is collected in 
HKB”H’s treasury and will eventually bear fruit, 
one day.  Hashem, our Father Who loves us 
infinitely, will certainly utilize these tefillos to 
provide us with an abundance of blessing and 
success when we need it most.  Who knows 
how many disasters and misfortunes the Jewish 
people have and each individual has been spared 
because of those seemingly “lost” tefillos – those 
tefillos whose reciters thought were not 
accepted?  We will never know.  However, one 
thing we can be confident of is that, without a 
doubt, no tefilla is returned empty. 
 
Our primary focus must be our desires and 
yearnings.  A person must habituate himself to 
yearn, long, and pine for Hashem at all times.  We 
must always have good, strong desires for 
holiness.  As Rebbe Nachman taught, our main 
mission in serving Hashem is our desire.  Who 
can actually say that he serves Hashem properly?  
Even angels cannot boast that they are able to 
serve Hashem fully.  Our primary objective is to 
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desire Hashem.3  We need much tefilla for the 
desire itself – that we may continue to want it 
even if we have not succeeded, that our desire 
never cools off.  Where there is desire – there is 
service of Hashem, there is joy and there is 
holiness and purity.  Desire is the highest 
component in a person; it is the engine that 
drives us.  When we constantly long and pine, 
HKB”H says, “You so yearn for me - I will give 
you My infinite light.”  HKB”H’s infinite light is 
our life, our health, our miracles, our 
wonders, our happiness – to see all of this 
good and to say “thank You.” 
 
We have two arms that are like two wings.  With 
these two wings, a person can inspire himself 
and rouse himself.  That is why people move 
their arms while they daven or speak – like birds, 
who ascend via their wings and reach amazing 
heights.  A person must connect to these 
moments in which he is connected to 
Hashem, connected to truth.  He realizes how 
good things are in those moments, how much 
he loves Hashem, how much he loves 
holiness, how much he loves these amazing 
moments.  Throughout the rest of the day, when 
he is caught up in chaos, he remembers these 
moments of love and he is happy. 
 
The Para Aduma is described as, “A completely 
(wholesome) red cow which is without 
blemish.”4  Normally, red represents sin.  How 
does a red cow become a “wholesome” vehicle 
for purity?  How do we sweeten judgments?  
How do we subdue evil?  We do so by finding 
positive attributes in ourselves and in others.  
Without blemish – those are the positive aspects.  
It may be only minor aspects – but it is no small 
matter.  When a person manages to see only the 
good in others, he already enjoys Gan Eden in 
this world.  A positive point is a tremendous 
concept. 
 
The path to holiness must cross by way of 
recognizing the attributes of every Jew.  That 
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is holy service.  To identify the good in another 
person and to admire it.  The good elements are 
pieces of G-dliness.  Holiness is not impressed by 
size or quantity.  A small sincere point is worth 
much more that a huge disingenuous thing.  We 
connect to Hashem with this point.  The great 
tzaddikim are constantly engaged in this task.  
That is how they inspire Heaven’s mercy.  That 
is how they bring the Redemption closer – by 
seeking positive elements in Jews. 
 
A benevolent outlook provides us with a good 
and satisfying life.  Whenever something 
appears to be negative, we must recognize that it 
flows from our begrudging attitude, because we 
took an adverse view of things.  We must go off 
to the side to contemplate and think about what 
happened until we conclude that everything 
depends on our perspective.  A strange case once 
came before R’ Benzion Abba Shaul zt”l.  A bus 
driver and his bus monitor (assigned to watch 
the children) came before R’ Benzion, each 
claiming that it was the other one’s job to open 
the door of the bus for the children to go to 
cheder.  He listened to both sides and then asked 
them if they had ever seen two friends in shul 
fight so as not to be bothered to open the Aron 
Kodesh.  Of course not - everyone wants the 
honor of opening the Aron Kodesh – why is 
opening a door for children to learn Torah any 
different?  It is exactly the same as opening the 
Aron Kodesh.  From then on, the dispute 
dissipated and they did it with joy.  It is all 
about perspective. 
 
You want Torah?  You want holiness?  There 
must be some self-sacrifice.  Nowadays, 
everyone wants easy and quick solutions.  
However, to draw close to Hashem, to learn 
Torah, to overcome illicit desires and negative 
character traits – requires work and effort.  In 
this week’s parsha, the holy Torah teaches us, 
“This is the teaching regarding a man who would 
die in a tent.”5  Chazal explain that the Torah is 
not upheld except by one who kills himself for it.  
Jews of the past performed such self-sacrifice 
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 תפילה
 

Master of the World!  Help me talk to You as much as possible - about everything.  There is nothing that I cannot discuss 
with You.  Many times, after I have had a soulful conversation with friends, I realize that I could really speak to You, Father, 
and tell You everything that I told my friend and ask Your counsel in whatever happens to me, in every matter.  I am not 
saying that there is no point in talking to friends when I can talk to my Father in Heaven - but there are times that it is not 
possible – and You, Father, are never unavailable.  You can always talk.  You also know everything and there is no reason to 
hide any detail from You.  To the contrary, the more precise I am – the more it will help. 

Help me, Father, to speak to You as much as possible – all day, in every free moment, not only when I do hisbodedus and 
not only when something serious happens and I have nowhere to run except to You, to Your open arms that always accept 
me with infinite love - soothing, comforting and encouraging me. 

Help me speak to You continuously.  Even when I daven three times each day and recite Tehillim – help me concentrate and 
make it personal, about me, not just reciting verses.  Let me speak from the soul and make it personal.  This sometimes 
happens for me, when something unusual occurs, and I am astonished that every bracha of Shemona Esrei was written 
about me and the particular challenge that I am contending with at that time. 

I want this to occur all the time, even when nothing dramatic is happening – every free moment, whatever is happening to 
me – to include You in everything, to live with You, to make You my best friend, my most trusted adviser, my most beloved 
loved one.  Help me, Father. 

Have an awesome, uplifting, and wonderful Shabbos, 

Dov Elias 

Notice: The foregoing is my limited understanding of the Parsha Sheet, Ohr Ha’Emuna, by Harav Menachem Azolai Shlita.  It is not a complete or exact 
adaptation of Ohr Ha’Emuna and is not necessarily even a reliable interpretation of the ideas presented therein.  Ohr Ha’Emuna is published in Hebrew; in 
translation, accuracy is always compromised.  Rav Azolai has not reviewed this material.  Any inaccuracies, omissions or confusion should be attributed 
exclusively to me.  I still hope you enjoy and it provides some chizuk.  Thank you, Mordi Blass, for helping with some of the Hebrew expressions.  Thank you to 
my wife, Devorah, for proofreading and commenting on the “working draft.”     ©Dov Elias 5777.  (973)9-EMUNA-9  
For previous issues and/or to receive this adaptation by weekly email, visit www.tloe.us or email me at Dov@TLOE.us               ז' תמוז תשע"ז– July 1, 2017 

 

 

for every mitzvah, in difficult times, when 
they were unable to perform mitzvos in 
public.  How does a Jew start his day?  By 
relating the story of the Akeida – the essence of 
Jewish self-sacrifice.  We are all children of 
Yitzchak Avinu.  A point of self-sacrifice rests and 
shines in every Jewish heart.  Every Jew is 
prepared to die to sanctify Hashem’s name.  
We have a very strong desire for Hashem. 
 
A Jew must be prepared to do a little more than 
he seems capable of doing.  HKB”H loves our 
self-sacrifice.  He pays us back many times 
more.  Self-sacrifice descends into the tiniest 
moments of life.  When a person reaches beyond 
his abilities – another effort, another song, 
another smile, another bit of honor to a friend, 
another attempt to overcome sadness, another 
endeavor to remember that it is all from Hashem 
and all for the best.  Another drop – a bit more 

than we are capable of – that is where the 
greatest light is revealed.  The most self-
sacrifice is needed in the area of emuna. 
 
The mitzvah of Para Aduma is so hard to grasp.  
They burned a red cow and used its ashes to 
purify those who were impure.  Just as it purified 
the impure – it made those who were pure 
impure.  Does that make sense?  No!  Because it 
is not the dead body that causes impurity and it 
is not the ashes or the water that purify – it is all 
HKB”H.   
 
The main thing in this world is holy emuna.  All 
of Torah and mitzvos are to bring us to emuna – 
as the pasuk says, “All Your commandments are 
emuna.”6  Emuna that there is no reality aside 
from Hashem.  No matter what happens to us 
– Hashem is there.  Everything is from 
Hashem and it is all for the best. 
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