
After the Rav of a big city in Europe was niftar, there was a discussion about 

who should take over. One of the askanim of the town was lobbying for one 

of the gedolei hador to fill the position, while the son of the previous rav 

was also fit to fill his father’s shoes. The son felt the position should be his 

because of the rule of inheriting a father’s position. The two committees 

decided to go to the Chofetz Chaim for a final decision. The Chofetz Chaim 

heard both parties and said “it is true that in many areas of Jewish law we 

replace the father with his son. Even for the position of Kohen Gadol, we 

allow the son to replace his father after his passing. However, there is an 

exception to this rule. When the Jews go out to fight a war there is a Kohen 

who accompanies them. He is called the Kohen Mashuach Milchama, whose 

responsibility is to encourage and strengthen the spirt of the soldiers. The 

gemara in Yuma explains that unlike regular Kohen Gadol , this replacement 

is not automatically a son. The Chofetz Chaim then said that ‘a rav in a 

community is like the Kohen who goes to war. He is there to be mechazek 

the people and inspire them. Therefore, when it comes to this city, the 

other candidate is more qualified and will inspire the community. Therefore 

my decision is to allow him to be the Rav.’ 

 

Last week’s Question: 

Where do we find the Word אדר  in 

the Torah?  

Answer:  

 במדבר פרק לד פסוק ד

If you want to hear a wonderful hint to Purim 

that is laced into that Pasuk, let me know. 

This week’s Question:  

In Megillah Esther there are three letters that are written 

larger than all the other letters in the Megillah. 

ת -ו-ח      

What is the significance of those three letters. 

This section is sponsored anonymously as a 

zechus for their children to grow up into 

Yidden that bring Hashem tremendous 

nachas. 

 רבות מחשבות

 Haman was a descendant of 
Amaleik, and there is an obligation 
to destroy any vestige of Amaleik. 
Rav Yaakov Moshe Kulefsky, 
Rosh Yeshivah of Ner Yisrael, 
Baltimore, commented that this 
responsibility to destroy them is not 
limited specifically to the members 
of Amaleik, but it includes their 
values as well. One way in which 
everyone can accomplish this feat is 

through Torah study. Amaleik’s 
ideology was that Hashem has no 

place in the world, Chas V’Shalom. 
By causing us to be separated from 
Torah study, we become susceptible 
to question Hashem without being 
able to get answers. Therefore, 
Torah study combats this as it 
brings us closer to Hashem and we 
see Him more clearly in our lives, 
and by studying more Torah we can 
fulfill the dictum to remove traces 
of Amaleik! (Rabbi Aron Moshe 
Jacobsohn) 
 

 

Eradicate All  

Traces 

The Weichholz family in memory of  Mr. Naftali Trauring ה  “ע נפתלי חיים בן משה צבינ “לע  

Renov Family ה  “ע רב יוסף בן אליהונ ה“לע  

The Farbman  family in memory of  ה “נ מרדכי לייב בן ישראל אנשיל  ע“לע  

פורים   -פרשת תצוה

Inspiration is not Hereditary 



Chazal teach us that some descendants of Haman actually studied Torah in Bnei Brak. However, this seems like a fairly inconsistent 
reward. What merit did the wicked Haman have that allowed him to have such Nachas,  spiritual pleasure? Rav Yitzchak Zilberstein, 

Shlit”a, cites the Dubno Maggid, zt”l, who gives a Mashal that explains  this reward. The prince of a region was eating, when suddenly 
a sharp bone became stuck in his throat. A robber who had intended to kidnap the prince and later kill him after collecting a large 

ransom, unknowingly grabbed hold of the prince as he was choking. This caused the bone that was lodged in the prince’s throat to 

become loose. Although it was inadvertent, the robber had saved the prince’s life. Since there was much attention on the prince as he 
was choking, the officers saw that there was an attempted kidnapping, and they were able to quickly apprehend the villain. The king 
now had to decide on the fate of this man. On the one hand, he had tried to kidnap and kill the prince. On the other hand, he had just 

saved his life. Therefore, the king decided to punish the robber for his intended actions, and to reward this man’s children for the 

positive outcome. Rav Zilberstein applies this to Haman. Haman’s intentions were certainly evil, as he had tried to destroy the entire 
Jewish nation. His actions, however, had caused them to do Teshuvah, and return to Hashem. Therefore, for what he tried to do, he was 
punished for, but his descendants were able to be rewarded due to the positive reaction that he had brought about, even though it was 
entirely inadvertent! (Torah U Teffilah) 

I would like to add a question. Why is the fruit next to the bell a pomegranate,  why not an 

apple or a different round fruit? We eat a pomegranate on Rosh Hashanah and pray, “We 

should be full of mitzvos like a rimon(a pomegranate). By keeping quiet and not speaking loshan 

hara it helps us keep our mitzvos and not, chas v’sholom, lose them to the person who we 

spoken ill about. We should all be zoche to ring the bell of Moshiach with all our Torah and 

mitzvos.     

All Things Heard 
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One of the garments of the Kohen Gadol was the M’eil (robe) . Hanging on the bottom of this m’eil was a row of golden 

bells  and next to each was an ornament that looked like a pomegranate.  Every time the Kohen took a step the bells 

would ring. The Gemara in Arachin(16) tells how each of the garments of the Kohen atoned for a certain sin. The bells on 

the m’eil atoned for the sin of lashon hara. The Chofetz Chaim said that the pasuk alludes to how the bells atone for that 

sin. As the pasuk writes, “his sound (of the bell) will be heard as he comes to the kodesh, and when he leaves, and there 

will be no death”. This means the noise of a person’s voice that comes from kodesh (i.e. Torah learning, mitzvos, and 

speaking kindly) will be heard when he is in front of Hashem (in shul) and when he leaves (in his home), then there will be 

no death. As the pasuk writes in Mishlei “life and death are in the power of the tongue”. The Chofetz Chaim asks, this 

explains the bells, but what do the pomegranates represent? The Chofetz Chaim answered that it represents that if you 

are not ringing the bell of Torah and kind speech you should remain quiet like those pomegranates. 

All Things Heard  (continued) 

פורים -פרשת תצוה    

 The Children get the Benefit 


