
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

נחפרשת   – Value of human life 

 

 בס''ד

 לר''ש 

 יעקב בן שרה לאה

'(ו' )טשפך דם האדם באדם דמו ישפך כי בצלם אלקים עשה את האדם   
 
 

Whoever sheds the blood of man, by man his blood shall be shed, for in 
the image of Hashem He made man 

 

Now that the Mabul was over, life was to begin again on planet earth. As part of the “new 
world order” Hashem instructed them to be careful with each other’s lives and not to kill 
each other. 

Rav Shach asks on the reason given in this Possuk why one shouldn’t kill. The Possuk 
writes, don’t kill because - כי בצלם אלקים עשה את האדם. Really? And without that reason 
– one could think that it is ok to just kill another person? Why is the reason of Tzelem 
Elokim actually necessary? 

The Siporno explains that these words in the Possuk differentiate between the lives of 
human beings and that of other animals. Because one could ask, why is the life of a human 
being of greater significance than that of an animal? Why would one would be held 
accountable for killing a human but not for killing an animal? 

 Every Human being carries a bit of Hashem with him, so to .כי בצלם אלקים עשה את האדם
speak. By killing a human being, you are killing the body that carries Hashem. That is 
deserving of punishment. Whereas an animal, true, it is wrong to kill, but they are not 
carrying Hashem within their bodies so it is of less significance. 

Rav Shach answers his question differently. 

Everyone understands that it is morally wrong to bring another person’s life to an end. 
That ought to be enough to stop murder from happening. But that’s all good and well 
when a person is fully functioning and working with calm, calculated logic. But what if a 
person finds himself very angry or upset or he just simply loses himself? He might find 
himself easily able to justify killing someone as the right thing to do. It is simply not safe 
to leave it up to a person’s natural moral compass. 

That is why the Torah gives this reason not to kill. The idea that a person has a Tzelem 
Elokim serves as the true prevention of murder – because no one wants to start with 
Hashem! The most basic of Yiras Shomayim would stop a person from killing a human 
being that is “housing” Hashem. 

We see from here a very important perspective on human life. The value of another’s life 
is less to do with them and more to do with the Tzelem Elokim that is part of their 
existence. Those who don’t believe in Hashem have a much easier time justifying killing 
others which is why it happens all too often in the world unfortunately. Yidden, however, 
guided by the Torah, know the true value and significance of human life and look to 
preserve life wherever possible. 

A taxi driver was recently taking a Yid in Gateshead for a ride somewhere. On the way 
they passed by a bridge and the driver casually commented, “I took someone here the 
other week; he wanted to jump off the bridge.” 

Shocked, the Yid listened with curiosity. The taxi driver gave a wry grin, “But I made sure 
that he paid me before the end of his journey…!” He laughed and shrugged his shoulders. 
“Oh well, all in a day’s work.” 

Imagine! He had driven someone to the bridge to commit suicide and yet felt absolutely 
no regret over the loss of a human life. 

We human beings have a Tzelem Elokim. We house Hashem inside our bodies. 

Let’s us be Zoche to preserve life and to give respect to those who house Hashem inside 
them.  

Happy living! 


