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Parshas Vayishlach recounts the momentous meeting between Yaakov and Eisav. 34 years prior, 
Yaakov cunningly took the berachos away from his older brother, causing Eisav to hate him and want to 
kill him. Through Divine inspiration, Rivkah became aware of Eisav’s intentions and informed Yaakov, 
telling him to flee to the house of her brother Lavan until Eisav’s anger subsided. Yaakov traveled to 
Lavan’s house, stopping along the way in the study hall of Shem and Ever, where he immersed himself in 
concentrated Torah study for 14 years. At that point, Yaakov traveled to Lavan’s house and remained there 
for 20 years, at which time he prepared to return to his father’s house. 

 What happened to Eisav during these ensuing 34 years? Did he calm down and forget what Yaakov 
had done to him? Absolutely not! Eisav’s hatred of Yaakov was just as intense as ever, if not more so. His 
desire for revenge burned within him for 34 consecutive years. Ultimately, the day that Eisav had been 
yearning for arrived, the day on which he would finally be able to take revenge against Yaakov and kill 
him. Eisav set out toward Yaakov, accompanied by 400 men, with one objective: murdering his brother. 

 Yaakov sent angels to pacify Eisav, but he was not fazed by them at all, continuing full speed ahead 
with his plot to kill his brother. How did Yaakov respond to all of this? He became very frightened and 
distressed (Bereishis 32:8). He divided his family into two camps, remarking, “If Eisav comes to one camp 
and strikes it down, the remaining camp will survive (32:9). Yaakov also beseeched Hashem, “Please rescue 
me from the hand of my brother, from the hand of Eisav, as I am afraid of him, lest he come and strike me 
down, mother and children.” 

 In the end, what happened? Like magic, “Yaakov picked up his eyes and saw that Eisav was 
approaching with 400 men … And Eisav ran toward him, embraced him, fell upon his neck, and kissed 
him, and they wept.” Not only did Eisav not harm him in any way, but he also acknowledged that the 
blessings rightfully belonged to Yaakov (Rashi 33:9). 

 This is astounding! Where did all the hatred that consumed Eisav for 34 years due to the “stolen” 
berachos go? When Eisav finally encountered Yaakov, instead of attacking him and taking out his 
accumulated wrath on him, he didn’t try to harm Yaakov in the slightest. Just the opposite, he ran to hug 
him, fell on his neck and kissed him, and cried with him! What happened to Eisav!? How is it possible that 
in one split second he went from one extreme to the other, from a bitter enemy to a close friend? How did 
all his plans and intentions suddenly become nullified? How is it possible that of his own accord, without 
any discussion or persuasion, Eisav suddenly and willfully acknowledged that the berachos legitimately 
belonged to Yaakov? This is precisely what angered him for 34 years and motivated him to come for the 
sole purpose of murdering Yaakov! 



This episode can be understood based on an insight of the Michtav M’Eliyahu (Vol. 1 pg. 99), who 
notes that children love to play with toys. A child is able to imagine that a broken piece of wood floating in 
the water is actually a boat, and he is the captain. While he is playing with his toys, his imagination becomes 
his reality, to the point that Rav Yisroel Salanter remarked that breaking the child’s “boat” is tantamount to 
sinking a real boat belonging to an adult, as in the child’s eyes, his piece of wood is actually a boat, and his 
feelings toward it are identical to those of an adult whose real boat sinks. 

 When we enter adulthood, we leave our childhood toys behind. However, there is still a tremendous 
amount of imagination and fancy involved in our new pursuits. We seek respect, and even those who do not 
chase honor and glory still appreciate when others compliment them, and are saddened when they are not 
accorded the public esteem that they feel they deserve. In reality, what benefit is there to being important in the 
eyes of others? The only true value is that which comes from within. If a person possesses this, why does he 
care if his friends recognize his value, and if he doesn’t have it, what does he gain if others erroneously believe 
that he does? This is all due to the power of imagination: If a person has worth in the eyes of others, he naturally 
assumes that he is in fact a lofty and respectable person. Somebody who is lacking self-esteem is more 
dependent upon the external validation of others. Rav Dessler continues and writes that the primary lusts of a 
person for the pleasures of this world are due to a desire to silence his inner feelings of inadequacy, in which 
case we see that adults also play with toys, just like children. 

 According to Rav Dessler’s teachings, we can now understand what caused Eisav to move from one 
extreme to the other, and even to admit that the berachos rightfully belonged to Yaakov. Eisav’s initial wrath 
was due to his loss of the blessings to his brother, which caused him two deficits. First, he lost wealth – the dew 
of the heavens, the fatness of the earth, and an abundance of grain and wine. Second, he lost honor – nations 
will serve you, and regimes will prostrate themselves to you; you will be a lord to your kinsman, and your 
mother’s sons will bow down to you. This is what Eisav was yearning for all those years, and this was the cause 
of his unabating anger. In light of the above, we now appreciate that the entire pursuit of wealth and honor is 
only for the purpose of the illusory goal of feeling important and respected by others. In other words, what 
Eisav was lacking was self-esteem. 

 We can now understand Yaakov’s wisdom in preparing for his fateful encounter with Eisav. What was 
his magic ingredient for success? Giving wealth and honor to Eisav. He showed his brother unparalleled respect 
in order to fill his inner void with what it was lacking for 34 years: a feeling of importance. He referred to himself 
as “your servant Yaakov” and his brother as “my master Eisav.” Yaakov sent hundreds of animals: goats, sheep, 
camels, cows, and donkeys. In sending the delegation bearing the animals, he was careful to place a distance 
between them in order to satisfy Eisav’s eyes. Instead of seeing them all at once, Eisav received them one after 
another, causing him to be amazed by the tremendous gift that was sent to him. Yaakov also bowed down to 
Eisav seven times and instructed all his wives and children to do the same. He also told Eisav, “I have seen your 
face, which is like seeing the face of a Divine being” (Bereishis 33:10). After Eisav received all this tremendous 
honor and respect, he naturally responded by acknowledging that Yaakov deserved the berachos, as he now felt 
important in his brother’s eyes. This was Yaakov’s magic, and it worked immediately. 

 We should reflect upon our own personal toys. How much do we imagine and dream? Does the Torah, 
which is the greatest acquisition of all, fill our inner voids, or perhaps imagined pleasures that are no less than 
the toys of a child? 

  
 

A person isn’t bothered that he is lacking wisdom, but rather by the fact that people 
say that he is lacking wisdom. 
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