
The answer to this question is based on a very fundamental concept, which comes from the writings 
of the Ramban at the end of Parshas Bo, where he explains: “From the great and open miracles, a person 
should come to acknowledge the hidden miracles, which are the foundation of the entire Torah. A person 
does not have a portion in the Torah of our teacher Moshe until he believes that everything that happens to 
us is miraculous, and there is no such thing as nature or coincidence, both for the masses and for the 
individual.” 

The Ramban is teaching us that our situations are identical to that of Hagar! Miracles are constantly 
performed for us at every moment of every day, no less than the miracle that was done for Hagar. The 
Ramban adds that if a person does not believe that everything that transpires in his life is a miracle, no less 
miraculous than the greatest miracles in world history, he has no portion in the Torah of Moshe! We must 
understand and internalize that when a person goes to work and supports his family, this is no less 
miraculous than Hashem creating a miracle for Hagar in the middle of the desert. The fact that somebody 
has money with which to go to the grocery store to purchase water to drink is exactly the same as if Hashem 
made a new well for him in the desert. Similarly, every event in our lives is a tremendous miracle, on the 
level of the greatest miracles that we can fathom. 

When we believe and sense that everything in our lives is miraculous, there is no reason to worry 
about the future. When a person sees that miracles are being done for him, comparable to the greatest 
miracles in world history, he will automatically feel how close he is to Hashem, and he will sense that he 
is traveling through life together with the King of Kings, Who constantly performs miracles for him. 
Consequently, there will be no reason to be worried about the future. 

We may derive from here an insight that should bring endless joy and inspiration to every person. 
We should perceive how close we are to our Father in Heaven, how much He personally cares about every 
detail of our lives, and how much He wants to us perceive that He is with us at every second of our lives, 
to the extent that He is disturbed if we are anxious about the future. Hashem is so-to-speak insulted by this, 
as He loves us so much and cares for us so much, yet we still don’t fully trust and believe in Him. Is there 
any greater feeling than knowing that the Master of the Universe loves us and provides for us, to the point 
that He is upset if we worry about the future! Could we possibly be in better hands than the merciful hands 
of our Father in Heaven!? 

 
 
 
 

  
A person worries about his lost money, but not about his lost days; his money 

doesn’t help, and his days will not return. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“MeAfar Kumi” is printed and distributed to Shuls every week. 
Sponsorships are greatly appreciated! To sponsor future editions please call (303) 437-9210. 

 
  

 TO RECEIVE THIS DVAR TORAH IN A WEEKLY E-MAIL PLEASE SEND A REQUEST TO   

MEAFARKUMI@GMAIL.COM 
 

 



  
  ד ב ר י   ח י ז ו ק   ו ה ת ע ו ר ר ו ת   ע ל   פ ר ש ת   ה ש ב ו ע

  
  
 
  

By Rabbi Ronen Shaharabany 
 

Translated by Rabbi Ozer Alport  
 

 
  

  
 

  

 

In Yitzchok’s blessing to Yaakov, he begins (Bereishis 27:28) ויתן לך – And Hashem should give you 
(abundant physical blessings). In light of the fact that this was the start of his blessing, why did Yitzchok 
begin with the letter ו which means “and,” instead of the seemingly more grammatically correct יתן לך? 
Rashi explains that Yitzchok’s intention was to say that Hashem should give, and give again, without stop. 

 However, it would have seemingly been preferable for Hashem to give one massive blessing all at 
once. Why does He choose to give blessings in a piecemeal manner? Rav Shmuel Rozovsky (quoted in Tal’lei 

Oros) explains that Hashem’s act of giving forms a bond between Him and the recipient. Therefore, if He 
bestowed all of His blessings at the same time, this connection would be lacking, and therefore He elects 
to give repeatedly and constantly. 

 This is analogous to a father who is supporting his son and tells him that he can either give him one 
large sum of money that will sustain him for six months, or he can give him only the small amount of money 
that he needs for that day. When the father chooses the latter course of action, his son responds in 
astonishment, “If you have the ability to provide for me for six months, why don’t you give me as much as 
you are able to, and why are you expending needless effort to give me additional funds every day?” The 
father replies, “My son, if I give you enough money to sustain yourself for six months, I will only see you 
twice a year. By only giving you the exact amount that you need for today, you will be compelled to come 
back to me tomorrow to get more money, and I will now be able to see you on a daily basis!” 

 Similarly, Hashem is our Father, and the Jewish people are His children. Human nature is such that 
when a person receives a tremendous bounty of goodness all at once, he thanks Hashem profusely at that 
moment, but he doesn’t sense his ongoing dependence on Hashem. However, when he receives his income 
slowly and over the course of time, he thanks Hashem repeatedly for providing for him, as his eyes are 
constantly turned heavenward. With this insight, we now understand that it is specifically the arrangement 
of regularly receiving Hashem’s blessings that creates a much stronger relationship with Him than if He 
bestowed all of His goodness at once. 

 The Torah here is teaching us an important and fundamental lesson. If a person asks what is 
considered blessing, the answer is that there is only one good: closeness to Hashem, as Dovid writes 
(Tehillim 73:28), “For me, closeness to Hashem is good.” This is the only true good, and anything else that 
people think is good is in reality false and misleading, as the Mesillas Yesharim writes (Chapter 1). When 
Yitzchok blessed Yaakov, he revealed to us that true blessing is not the dew of the heavens or the fatness 
of the earth, but rather closeness to Hashem and anything that leads to that end. For this reason, he began 
his blessing with the letter ו, which means that Hashem should repeatedly give and give again, as this will 
bring a person close to Him, which is the ultimate blessing. We must internalize this lesson deep in our 
hearts, that money and physical bounty are not blessings, only closeness to Hashem. 



 This concept is not limited to physical wealth; it applies equally to all areas of our lives. The way 
to evaluate whether something that happens to us is considered a blessing is to examine whether it has the 
ability to bring us closer to Hashem. When a person sees that he is enduring pain and suffering from every 
direction that cause him to beseech Hashem for Divine assistance, he should understand that the very 
challenges that he views as curses contain within them the greatest blessing in the world: closeness to 
Hashem. When a person understands that these difficult situations are the means that Hashem utilizes to 
bring us closer to Him, he should rejoice. How is it possible for a person in such circumstances to distance 
himself from Hashem by feeling depressed and despondent!? 

 Living with this prospective does not come easily, but only through internalizing our true goal and 
objective for our time and efforts in this world. We must understand that the concept of blessing in 
Hashem’s eyes is different than what we define as blessing. When Hashem told the serpent that it would 
have to eat dust all the days of its life, this was a punishment for enticing Chava to eat from the forbidden 
fruit. Although it appears to be a blessing, as dust is ubiquitous and it would now be easy for the serpent to 
sustain itself, this also causes the serpent to be cut off from Hashem, since it no longer needs to pray to Him 
for nourishment, and therefore the Torah views this as the greatest curse imaginable.  

For this reason, Dovid requested of Hashem that goodness and kindness should chase him all the 
days of his life (Tehillim 23:6), which is difficult to understand. Why would Dovid flee from blessing and 
goodness, such that they had to pursue him? This teaches us that sometimes situations that appear to us like 
painful punishments from which we run away are in reality the greatest of kindnesses, as they bring us 
closer to Hashem. Accordingly, Dovid prayed that goodness should pursue him, even if he tries to flee 
because he perceives it as negative. Hashem should help us all reflect on all the struggles and tests in our 
lives, and to understand that in reality, they are goodness and kindness, lofty blessings sent to us by our 
loving Father in Heaven, Who longs for our closeness to Him!  

  

 

 

 

 

  

 

  
 

A person worries about his lost money, but not about his lost days; his money 
doesn’t help, and his days will not return. 
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