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   HILCHOS KIDUSH LEVANA   

 

…NEW TOPIC 

1) Upon seeing the "new moon" each month, the Bracha of "Baruch Ata Hashem...Asher 

B'Ma'amaro Bara Shechakim U'Beruach Piv Kol Tzeva'am, Blessed are You Hashem...Who with 

His utterance created the heavens and with the breath of His mouth all their [heavenly] 

legions..." (Shulchan Aruch Siman 426:1) 

 

This ritual is referred to as "Birchas Halevana" or alternatively, and more commonly, as 

"Kiddush Levana”. The Talmud (Sanhedrin 42a) teaches us that all who "bless" the new moon 

are akin to having greeted the Shechinah, the divine presence. 

 

Women are exempt from this Mitzvah, and should indeed not do it, due to various kabalistic 

reasons. (See Mishna Berura Siman 426 S"K 1) 

 

2) Kiddush Levana is only recited at night, while the moon is illuminated and its light can be 

utilized. (Rama Siman 426:1) 

 

3) It is proper to quickly gaze at the moon before beginning to recite Kiddush Levana. (Shulchan 

Aruch Siman 426:2) 

 

However, as long as the moon was visible and illuminating the night sky, even if the person 

reciting the Bracha did not actually see it, rather he just followed the lead of the other people 

in the congregation who were reciting Kiddush Levana, he has satisfied his obligation. (See 

Shu"t Shevet Haleivi Yoreh Deah Vol. 5 Siman 125:4) 

 

However, if he remembers in the midst of the Bracha that he did not glance at the moon before 

starting, he should take a quick look at it right when he remembers. (See Mishna Berura Siman 

426 S"K 13) 

 

4) Before gazing at the moon during Kiddush Levana (or any time for that matter) it is 

worthwhile to keep the following in mind: 
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The Ba'al HaChareidim, one of the holy Mekubalim in the times of the Bais Yosef and the Arizal, 

writes (Perek 45:5), "It is prohibited to gaze at a rainbow...It is likewise prohibited to gaze at 

the moon. Rabbeinu Meir used to be extremely stringent with this...as it is quoted in Sefer 

Shoshan sodos" 

 

In the Sefer Taamei HaMinhagim (Kuntres Achron to Siman 464:22) he quotes the Sefer Shevet 

HaMussar that Al Pi Kabalah it is just as bad to gaze at the moon as it is to gaze at a rainbow. 

 

In the long Nusach, text, of Vidui composed by Rabbeinu Avraham, father of the Shla 

HaKadosh, where he enumerates hundreds of possible sins that a person needs to do Teshuva 

for, he lists as one of the sins: "Gazing at the [new] moon" 

 

The Mishna Berura (ibid.) writes that by Kiddush Levana when we must look at the moon before 

commencing the Bracha, according to some opinions the moon should be glanced at for a 

moment and that's all, and according to others it can be looked at for the duration of the 

Bracha, but it seems clear that any extra gazing at the moon is indeed something that should 

be avoided at best and may even be considered a sin. 

 

5) If one is situated outdoors in a place where he can only see the moon via a small window or 

other opening, but the moon's rays do not directly reach where he is standing, he can still 

recite the Kiddush Levana. (See Birchei Yosef Siman 426:4) 

 

6)If one is unable to leave the house for medical or other valid reasons, he may recite Kiddush 

Levana upon seeing the moon from inside, through a window pane. (See Mishna Berura Siman 426 

S"K 21). However, L'chatchilah, it is best for the window to be opened so that the moon is seen 

directly, not via the pane of glass. (Sha'ar HaTziyun Siman 426 Os 25) 

 
…To Be Continued Next Week B’Ezras Hashem 

 

 

 

 

Aim for the moon. If you miss, you may hit a star. 
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