
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A Talmid Chacham once made an interesting 
observation to the ‘Pnei Menachem’ in regard to 
Mishloach Manos. It is all the same if a person sends a 
large cake and a small bottle of wine or a small cake 
and a large bottle of wine. It states regarding the 
sender (Menachos 110a):  ,אחד המרבה ואחד הממעיט

 Whether one gives a lot or one‘ -  ובלבד שיכוון ליבו לשמים
gives a little, his offering is pleasing to Hashem, 
provided he directs his heart to Heaven’. The Admor 
was very pleased with this observation and he told the 
Chassid: “My father, zt”l, author of the ‘Imri Emes’ said, 
“There are two words in the Torah: גם ואך – ‘also’ and 
‘but’. One term means to increase, and one term 
decreases— they are opposites of one another. The 
word 'גם'- ‘also’, comes to add on and the letters in the 
alphabet immediately before it are ל-ב , which spell לב – 
‘heart’. The word ''אך – ‘but’, comes to diminish and the 
letters in the alphabet that follow it are also ל-ב , which 
spell ‘heart’. Though these words are in direct 
opposition to one another and they have different 
purposes, yet, they hint at the same function: whether 
one gives a lot or one gives a little, provided he directs 
his heart to Hashem! (Niflaosecha Asicha, also quoted 
by the Hafla’ah) 

 

On the seventh day of Achashveirosh’s party, he 

was happy from wine (Esther 1:10). The Gemara 

(Megilah 12b) notes that the seventh day connotes 

Shabbos, the seventh day of the week. It also 

emphasizes the difference between how Torah Jews 

spend Shabbos and how Achashveirosh spent his 

seventh day. We spend Shabbos immersed in our 

families, eating and drinking responsibly, which leads 

us into discussions of Torah thoughts and praising 

Hashem. Achashveirosh and his colleagues drank and 

ate without restraint, which led them to pointless and 

embarrassing conversations which ultimately led to 

Vashti’s death. Rav Yaakov Galinsky commented that 

based on how a person conducts themselves on Shabbos 

indicates who he or she truly is and what they value! 
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 Megillah Treasures 
The Chofetz Chaim asks, when Mordechai refused to bow to 

Haman, it caused Haman to get very angry and it led to Haman’s 

desire to annihilate the Jewish people. If so, why is Mordechai 

considered a hero because of this? The Chofetz Chaim explains 

that in general, one is not only permitted, but he is required to 

transgress Mitzvos and Torah obligations in a situation where 

life is at risk (see Sanhedrin 74a). However, with the severe sins 

of murder, idolatry and immorality, one is required to give up 

his life for these Mitzvos, rather than transgress them. The 

Chofetz Chaim says that although it might seem as if Mordechai 

should have bowed to Haman because Haman was known to 

hate the Jews, and by refusing to bow it would severely threaten 

Jewish lives, that is not the case. Haman carried an idol with 

him, and when one bowed to him, he would also be bowing to 

his idol, and this is one of the three Aveiros that may not be 

transgressed even under the threat of death. Therefore, even 

though Mordechai realized the danger, he could not bow in this 

situation. The Chofetz Chaim teaches that one should 

never, Chas V’Shalom, think that keeping the Torah can result in 

suffering, because it cannot, and nothing can show this more 

than the Purim story. In the end, not only did nothing happen 

to Klal Yisroel, but Mordechai’s commitment to keeping the 

Torah resulted in a tremendous salvation in which Haman and 

his sons were killed, 75,000 Amalekim and many more of the 

enemies of the Jews were wiped out, and the Jews were able to 

live in joy and tranquility! The Medrash teaches (Bereishis 

Rabbah 1:1) that when Hashem created the world He looked 

into the Torah and used it as a blueprint. In other words, 

knowing all that would occur in the future, Hashem created the 

world with the Torah in mind. Hashem considered all future 

scenarios, so that adherence to the Torah would not only never 

cause suffering in any situation that would arise (big or small), 

but would in actuality cause goodness and salvation on every 

level. Therefore, Mordechai was in fact a very great Jewish hero. 

He not only brought about the destruction of our enemies and 

the salvation of the Jews through his adherence to the Torah, but 

he also effected a tremendous Kiddush Hashem, sanctification of 

Hashem’s Name, by demonstrating to the Jews and making them 

realize, that one can never ever go wrong by following the 

Torah. This new perception on the part of the Jews resulted in 

tremendous Simchah, and prompted their voluntary reacceptance 

of the Torah on Purim with love! (Shalmei Todah) 
 

      Besamei HaTorah 
                            …Beneath the Surface 

 
 

 
 
 

      R’ Shmuel Winzelberg 



  
 

 

 L’Maaseh… A Tale to Remember 
 

One Purim, Rav Elazar Rokei’ach of Amsterdam sat at the head of the long 

table crowded with relatives and prominent members of the community. They were 

about to begin the festive Purim Seudah. The huge table was laden with enormous 

platters of delicious food which was sent as Mishlo’ach Manos, and bottles of fine 

wine and other beverages were also set out. In between the many courses,          

Rav Elazar spoke over many Divrei Torah that explained the meaning and 

significance of Purim. In the middle of the Seudah, someone came knocking on the 

door. A member of the house opened the door and saw there were three emissaries 

of the Queen on an urgent mission. After apologizing profusely for interrupting, 

they asked to speak to the great Rabbi. Rav Elazar motioned for them to approach 

the table and deliver their message. They told him that in a certain district of 

Holland a dam had burst, and thousands of innocent people were in danger of 

drowning. The Queen had heard much about the piety of the saintly Rav Elazar 

Rokei’ach, and wanted him to intercede and plead with Heaven to save the people. 

After delivering their message, the emissaries expected the Rav to go off into a 

corner and immerse himself deep in Prayer. Surprisingly, however, they were 

invited to sit down and join in the festivities! It was even more curious when      

Rav Elazar ordered that every bottle of wine and whiskey remaining in the house 

should be placed on the table, and within minutes, the table was covered with an 

assortment of bottles. Rav Elazar said, “Gentlemen, let us fulfill the Mitzvah of the 

day to the best of our abilities. We will drink until we cannot distinguish between 

‘Cursed is Haman’ and ‘Blessed is Mordechai’! All the guests, including the Rav, 

started to drink, and shortly after, before the astonished eyes of the Queen’s 

emissaries, the elderly Rabbi jumped up from his seat and began leading everyone 

in a dance around the table! The emissaries could not believe what they were 

seeing. The scene in the Rabbi’s house was starting to resemble an unruly tavern!  

Without anyone noticing, the three men got up to leave and returned to the 

royal palace. When they arrived, the Queen was overjoyed to see them. She told 

them that their mission had been successful, and that the breach in the dam had 

been repaired! Instead of death and destruction, the damage had actually been quite 

minimal! The emissaries were shocked. They then asked when the dam had been 

fixed, and they were astounded to learn that the dam had been repaired at the exact 

time Rabbi Elazar and his guests were at the height of their celebrations!            

The Queen questioned their surprise, and they proceeded to describe to her 

everything they had witnessed in the Rabbi’s house. Now the Queen was shocked 

to hear this. She asked, “How could such an esteemed Rabbi have behaved in such 

a manner? And more importantly, why was it that the workers had suddenly been 

able to fix the dam at that exact moment?!”  

The next day the Queen invited Rabbi Elazar to the royal palace to officially 

thank him on behalf of the nation for saving so many people, and to clarify exactly 

what had happened that day. When Rav Elazar arrived, the Queen thanked him and 

asked if he could explain what went on. Rav Elazar smiled and said, “We Jews act 

in a unique manner. Whenever it seems as if Hashem is angry, we try to appease 

Him by fulfilling His Will. The day the dam broke was Purim, a holiday where we 

are commanded to be happy to the point of intoxication. Had I responded to your 

message by Praying and imploring Hashem amidst tears, not only would I have 

failed to fulfill His wishes, but I would have actually transgressed one of His 

commandments. It was precisely because I recognized the magnitude of the danger 

that I encouraged everyone to be even more joyful, in the hope that it would arouse 

Hashem’s mercy.” The Queen was very pleased by Rav Elazar’s explanation, and 

sent him home accompanied by a royal entourage! 
 

 

 

   Pearls of Wisdom     בס"ד
         …A Word for the Ages 

Why did Haman want to kill all the 

Jews in response to Mordechai’s 

refusal to bow down? Wouldn’t it 

have been more reasonable for 

Haman to want to kill only 

Mordechai for his ‘trangression’?  

The Sfas Emes answers that the 

Megilah says (Esther 3:2): 

ַכי לֹא ִיְכַרע   which literally ,ּוָמְרדֳּ

translates as ‘and Mordechai will not 

bow’, in the future tense. This comes 

to hint that in every generation there 

will be one person in Klal Yisroel  

who will refuse to bow under 

pressure in this way. Haman 

understood this and realized that even 

if he killed Mordechai, there would 

always be some other Jew who would 

defy him. So he decided to not only 

kill Mordechai, but to also destroy 

the entire ָכי  the ‘nation of ,ַעם ָמְרדֳּ

Mordechai’ (Esther 3:6), so that the 

defiance would end! 
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 Purim Treasures 
Why is Purim not celebrated on 

the 13th of Adar when the Jewish 

people were victorious over their 

enemies, but instead on the 14th of 

Adar when they rested? The Manos 

HaLevi answers that Jews do not 

rejoice at another’s demise, even if 

that person is a Rasha or an enemy. 

Instead, we celebrate our salvation 

and our being uplifted. Based on this 

idea, our Simchas Purim, rejoicing 

on Purim, is not about the revenge 

against Haman, but rather about our 

own survival against all odds. As 

such, Purim was established on the 

14th of Adar, the day we rested from 

fighting and realized our salvation, 

not on the 13th, the day when we 

actually defeated our enemies. 
 

 


