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Parshas Mishpatim 

Yiddishkeit: More Than Mere Mitzvohs 

 

Imagine that you are watching a chess 

tournament. After an hour, the game reaches its 

climax as it seems like there is going to be a 

checkmate. You are surprised when the tentative 

winner captures a horse instead of the king. 

When questioned about his move, the ‘wise’ 

man replies, “I like horses. The way they jump is 

so cool. Who needs a king anyway, it barely 

moves at all.” 

Needless to say someone who gets caught up 

with the horses and loses focus on capturing the 

king, will never win. R’ Shimshon Pinkus uses 

this as an analogy. In Yidishkeit there are many 

pieces to acquire but to succeed you must 

remain focused on the primary objective; to get 

the King. Mitzvohs are bishops pawns knights 

horses and queens. But besides for these, there is 

a king to catch. What is the king in Yiddishkeit, 

which is the objective of the game? It is 

connecting yourself to Hashem. A Yid is not 

merely a Goy who does Mitzvohs; a Yid is 

someone who is fully connected and devoted to 

Hashem. 

We can glean this lesson from the beginning of 

this week’s Parsha. When an eved Ivri receives 

an extension to remain by his master, his ear 

gets pierced. Why specifically the ear? 

Obviously this indicates that the ear have some 

spiritual deficiency. The Yerushalmi ב'קידושין ה ' , 

quotes that R’ Yochanan Ben Zakai explained 

‘The reason why specifically the ear is pierced, 

is because the ear that heard on Har Sinai ‘Thou 

shall not have other gods’, and yet he went and 

rid himself from the yoke of heaven and 

accepted upon himself the yoke of a mortal, 

deserves to be pierced.’ 

This explanation is troublesome; in what way 

did he remove from himself the yoke of Heaven, 

after all, he is still obligated to keep all the 

Mitzvohs? 

We see from here that ‘the yoke of Heaven’ is 

not merely doing Mitzvohs, rather, it is living a 

life dedicated to Hashem. When one is a slave, it 

is true that they keep all the Mitzvohs, but their 

dedication is to their master, not to Hashem. 

Thus it is considered as if he removed from 

himself the yoke of heaven. 

Klal Yisrael said נעשה ונשמע, we will do and we 

will listen. The Beis Halevi )יתרו ד"ה ועתה( asks: 

according to the Rambam, if one commits 

himself to unspecified actions, such as if he 

commits to do whatever a certain person 

requests, this commitment is not binding. Only 

if the parameters of a project are set, is a 

commitment possible. If so, how was Klal 

Yisrael’s commitment binding? The Beis Halevi 

answers that our commitment was not to do 

Mitzvohs, rather we committed our lives to 

serve Hashem. Thus, the commitment is binding. 

Our acceptance of the Torah was not merely a 

commitment to be a Goy that keeps Mitzvohs; 

rather, we dedicated our lives to serving Hashem 

and to connect to Him. On a practical level this 

means that in one’s mind Hashem’s existence is 

a reality, as well as in one’s heart his devotion is 

to Hashem’s will. The heart is the king of the 

body; to where the heart is focused, the body 

will follow. 
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I recently heard a powerful story. There was a 

man who enjoyed watching the World Series. Of 

course, he often encountered a hurdle in his 

passion when the game fell out on Shabbos. Not 

wanting to compromise on his religions, 

(Judaism and baseball) he researched how to 

watch the game in a halachikly compatible 

fashion. Thus, when the game fell out on 

Shabbos, he would have it turn on via a timer, 

and he would sit down on the couch with a large 

bowl of cholent to watch the game. 

One time this Yid happened to be by the Posek 

Hador, R’ Eliyashiv Zt”l. He took advantage of 

the situation to confirm that his practice was 

halachikly sound. He was shocked with R’ 

Eliyashev’s response, “It is one hundred percent 

forbidden to do this”. Our friend was not ready 

to give in so fast; he countered, “Where in 

Mishna Berurah does it say that it is 

prohibited?” R Eliyashev replied, “All six 

volumes of Mishna Berurah proclaim that it is 

assur”. In other words; halacha is not merely 

rules of what we can or cannot do. Rather; it is 

guidelines of how we must lead our lives. And 

this form of ‘oneg Shabbos’ does not fit in to the 

lifestyle required of a Yid. 

Purim 

This concept is a key player in the Purim story. 

What was it that Klal Yisrael did that warranted 

annihilation? The Midrash in Esther quotes the 

kitrug of the Satan. He said to Hashem, “Until 

when will you attach yourself to this nation 

whose heart and mind are disconnected from 

you.” Klal Yisrael kept all the mitzvohs, but they 

were busy getting horses instead of the King. 

Their service was an empty shell missing the 

connection with Hashem. This is missing the 

main objective of Yiddishkeit and thus they were 

worthy of obliteration. 

Klal Yisrael got the message and did Teshuva. 

They focused on reconnecting with Hashem, and 

were successful.  

After the Purim miracle the posuk says  ליהודים

מגילה  The Gemara in .היתה אורה ושמחה וששון ויקר

 states that this Posuk is actually referring to ט"ז

spiritual achievements, they had Torah, YomTov, 

millah, and tefillin. If the Posuk meant that they 

now had these Mitzvohs, why did it not say so 

explicitly? Why hint it in these words? I believe 

the answer is: until this point they had Torah, 

but it was lacking its Kedusha because they were 

disconnected from Hashem. After they did 

Teshuva they achieved אורה; their Torah now 

contained its spiritual light.  

This same formula applies to the other Mitzvohs 

as well. They had YomTov, but a YomTov 

celebrated by someone who merely does 

Mitzvohs while lacking a Heavenly connection, 

is lacking the Simcha of YomTov which comes 

from the connection to Hashem. Only once they 

did Teshuva did they achieve Simcha.  

What is the joy of Milah? There is no delight in 

having this surgery. It is the connection to 

Hashem facilitated by this mitzvah that gives it 

its ecstasy. Thus they were lacking in ששון. 

Why is Tefilin יקר, precious? It is only due to the 

connection to Shechinah that it facilitates. 

Someone lacking this connection may have 

Tefilin, but they definitely do not have יקר. Only 

once we recommitted our connection to Hashem 

did we achieve אורה ושמחה וששון ויקר. Thus 

Purim has the power to build this relationship 

with Hashem.  

Devote your mind and heart to Hashem, for 

without this, our mitzvohs are lacking their 

potency. Don’t suffice with capturing horses; 

keep your focus on getting the King.  

 


