
3  The Chazon Ish 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

)כא:יא( וירע השבר מאד בעיני אברהם על אודות בנו  
The matter was very bad in the eyes of Avraham regarding his son (21:11) 

Why was the matter bad “in the eyes of Avraham”? It is brought down in the 
Sefer “Hamaskilim Yazhiru”: Chazal said (Megillah 28a): ‘A person may not gaze 
at the face of a wicked person’ for his eyesight is dimmed, as it states (Bereishis 
 And it came to pass when Yitzchak‘ –  'ויהי כי זקן יצחק ותכהין עיניו מראת' (27:1
became old and his eyes dimmed from seeing’, because he gazed at the wicked 
Eisav. According to this we can explain why ‘the matter was bad in the eyes of 
Avraham’, he was concerned that his eyes would dim “regarding his son”, since 
his son Yishmael was wicked and he served idols, and it is not possible for a 
father to not look at his son, he was concerned that his eyes would dim.  

(Umatok HaOhr)  
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The day after advocating for Sodom and failing to save them, Avraham returned to the 

same exact place and Davenend (19:27). Rav Meilich Biderman observes that Avraham was 

showing us that even if one’s prayers do not pay off for exactly what he wants, one does not 

need not go find another place to Daven. Hashem took that  

Tefilah and used it for a specific need, as no prayer  

goes unanswered. 

 

Pearls of Wisdom… A Word for the Ages 
An elderly man once visited Rav Chaim Kanievsky and 

asked for a Brachah for Arichas Yamim, long life. After   

Rav Chaim gave him a Brachah, he asked Rav Chaim what 

the secret was behind the unusual long life of his father-in-

law, Rav Yosef Shalom Elyashiv, zt”l. Rav Chaim replied 

that a possible reason might be based on the words of 

the Gemara which says regarding Torah, “Ki Chaim Heim 

L’Motz’eihem”, “For they are life to those who find them” 

(Mishlei 4:22). The Gemara learns from these words that a 

person should actually enunciate with his mouth the words of 

Torah that he is learning. Throughout his life, Rav Elyashiv 

had always been very strict to read out loud the words of 

Torah that he was learning, and as the Pasuk says, ‘they are 

life’. Rav Chaim said, “If you would like a Segulah for long 

life, this one is certainly tried and tested!” 

 

 B’Kitzur… 
At Maariv, if one did not say the three paragraphs of Shema 

when it was night time, then he should say all three at Krias 

Shema al HaMitah, the bed-time reading of Shema. However, if 

one said them while it was already nighttime, he does not need 

to repeat them, but only says the first paragraph. Nevertheless, 

the preferable way of doing the Mitzvah is to repeat all three 

paragraphs of Krias Shema. (Kitzur Shulchan Aruch 71:4) 

 

 The Siddur Speaks 
Rav Yisrael Salanter, zt”l, once left his town and went to Konigsberg, 

Germany, where a tightrope walker was giving exhibitions, and Rav Yisroel 

wanted to see this feat. He found a place among the audience and gazed with 

wonder at the amazing tightrope walker, who risked his life four times each day 

by walking on a rope that was tightly drawn, about a hundred feet in the air. If he 

made one false move, took one misstep, or got distracted for even a moment, he 

would fall from the high rope and would instantly die. After the show, Rav 

Yisrael returned home. It did not take long for word of his trip to spread. Many 

people could not understand how such a great Rav and Tzadik who was the Gadol 

HaDor, was able to find the time to leave his home town and his Torah learning 

to travel away just to watch a ropewalker do his performance. Rav Yisroel 

explained, “For years, I found it almost impossible to concentrate for five minutes 

straight on my Tefilos by Davening. As soon as I would begin Shemoneh Esrei or 

sit down for other Tefilos, all kinds of thoughts started to creep into my mind. I 

heard about the tightrope walker, who was just an ordinary man and how he 

risked his life every day by walking on a high rope for just a few rubles! The 

slightest distraction would mean certain suffering and even death! I thought to 

myself, ‘I am not risking my life here when I Daven, but I am risking my eternal 

life in Olam Haba by being distracted, and I still can’t concentrate for a few 

moments!’ I had to see for myself how someone can concentrate so intently and 

not be distracted, and I went to see the tightrope walker. While I was there, I went 

to the man after his show and I asked him what the key to his success was. His 

response was inspiring to me. He said, ‘When I am up there on the rope, I only 

see one thing before me, and that is the rope. I look at nothing else and I hear 

nothing else, because I know that if my eyes or focus wavers from the rope, I am 

going to die.’ I learned from this that when I Daven or serve Hashem, my focus 

must be on nothing else but Hashem, and that is the key to not being distracted!”  
 



  
 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 Orchos Chaim L’HaRosh 
26. Trust in Hashem with all your heart, and believe in His Divine Providence in every detail 

of the world. In this way you will fulfill in your heart the perfect Oneness of Hashem, by 

believing that His eyes watch over the entire world and the ways of people, and that He tests 

hearts and analyzes feelings. For whoever does not believe the words of the Pasuk (Shemos 

20:2) that Hashem took us out of Mitzrayim, also does not believe the beginning words of that 

very Pasuk which says, “I am Hashem your G-d”, and this is not perfect belief in the Oneness 

of Hashem. This complete faith was Klal Yisroel’s unique treasure over all the other nations, 

and this belief is the foundation of the entire Torah. 

Rav Moshe Shternbuch writes that Bitachon and Emunah, trusting in Hashem and 

having faith in Hashem, are connected to each other. In order for one to reach the level of 

Bitchon, placing his trust in Hashem, one needs to have a belief in Hashgachah Pratis, 

that Hashem controls all events and details with Divine Providence. The stronger one gets 

in this belief that Hashem is in charge of everything, the stronger his Bitachon and trust in 

Hashem will be. The Ramban writes that if one ignores Hashgachah Pratis, Divine 

Providence, then he is on ‘a path of cruelty’. Rav Noach Weinberg, zt”l, explains this, that 

if one ignores Hashem’s messages and attributes them to mere coincidence, it is heretical, 

and the root of this heresy is cruelty. It takes a very cruel person to imagine and to even 

suggest that Hashem— a loving Father, would abandon His children to ‘fate’, and allow 

them to suffer for no apparent reason. Additionally, by reducing what are really Hashem’s 

messages to simple and random occurrences, one will deprive himself of many chances to 

do Teshuvah and correcting his ways. There is no such thing as coincidence, and whatever 

occurs is the direct result of Hashem’s intervention. There is a reason Hashem causes 

events to happen, and if we pay close enough attention, we can see that Hashem is sending 

us a message.  

Rav Weinberg relates the story of a young man who was on a world tour, and he 

stopped by Yeshivah Aish HaTorah as part of his journey. When he met Rav Noach 

Weinberg, who was the Rosh Yeshivah, Rav Noach asked him if he learned in Yeshivah. 

The young man responded, “I do not need a Yeshivah, because you see, Hashem and I are 

quite close. He even performs miracles for me.” He explained, “Recently, I was riding my 

bike up a winding mountain road. Suddenly, a large truck swerved out of its lane, and 

headed straight at me. With no other choice, I was forced to steer right off the side of the 

mountain, where I fell fifty feet onto jagged rocks. Immediately before impact, I yelled 

out, “Hashem! Please help me!” When I hit the ground, I felt Hashem’s Hand cushioning 

my fall, and nothing happened to me! There wasn’t even a scratch on me! It was clearly a 

miracle. That is how I know that Hashem and I are very close, and there is no need for me 

to find Him by going to Yeshivah.” The Rosh Yeshivah was a wise man, and with one 

question, he shattered the young man’s mistaken and self-deceiving mindset. He said, 

“Tell me, my friend, Who do you think pushed you off the cliff in the first place?” The 

young man had no answer to this and was silent. Rav Noach explained, “Hashem is not 

waiting for you to stumble off a cliff and then coming at the last minute to save you. 

Everything in your life is controlled by Hashem, both the challenges and the resolutions. 

Hashem first sent a truck to run you off the cliff, and then He saved you. You might 

wonder why Hashem would cause you to fall off a cliff only to save you a moment later, 

and it is because He wants your attention and to teach you a lesson. Hashem is telling you 

that even you must work on your relationship with Him. How is that done? By going to 

Yeshivah.” Rav Weinberg taught that Hashem is constantly speaking to us through the 

many messages that He sends. The problem, is that we are not listening or caring enough 

to want to know what that message is. If one’s relationship with Hashem is full of distrust 

and anger, the messages will not be interpreted correctly. In order to gain the most we can 

from these messages, we must acknowledge that Hashem loves us and that everything 

which takes place in our life is for the good. They are the actions of a loving Father Who 

cares very much about us, since Hashem wants us to constantly get closer to Him!  
 

 L’Maaseh      
Ruchoma Shain writes in All For The 

Boss, that when she grew up, Orchard 

Street, on the Lower East Side, was a 

hubbub of activity on Shabbos, both on 

Friday nights and by Shabbos day. The 

Jewish pushcart peddlers selling their house 

wares, fruits and vegetables, fish and meat 

products, would line the streets for blocks 

on end. She writes that her father, Rav 

Yaakov Yosef Herman, was terribly 

troubled by this great desecration of 

Shabbos and racked his brain on how to 

prevent it. He advertised in the Yiddish 

paper for people who were interested in 

furthering Yiddishkeit in New York City. 

Several people turned up. After they 

organized the Agudas Balei Batim, Rav 

Yaakov Yosef and several colleagues from 

the organization decided to demonstrate 

against the Chilul Shabbos. She writes, “On 

Orchard Street one Friday afternoon, Mama 

told me to follow Papa and keep an eye on 

him, as she knew how very rough some of 

the Orchard Street peddlers could be, and 

she feared that Papa might be harmed. With 

Papa at the head, they marched down 

Orchard Street, stopping at each pushcart 

and explaining courteously that Shabbos 

was nearing and it was a great transgression 

of Jewish religious law to keep their 

pushcarts open for business on Shabbos. 

Very few of the peddlers took these words 

to heart and closed up, but most of them 

hurled insults at Papa and the others, and 

tried to push them away. Papa did not give 

up. Each Erev Shabbos, he strode down 

Orchard Street encouraging the peddlers to 

close their pushcarts, until he became a 

familiar figure to be ridiculed and assaulted. 

When the Agudas Balei Batim was able to 

raise enough funds, Papa was able to say to 

each peddler, ‘How much will you earn 

during this Shabbos? I will give you the full 

amount if you close up your pushcart right 

now!’ This worked. Within a few months, 

even the most adamant peddler capitulated. 

Papa’s initiative and obstinacy closed the 

pushcarts on Orchard Street, from Canal to 

Delancey Streets, on Shabbos. Instead, 

Orchard Street became a walking 

thoroughfare for people to stroll along on 

Shabbos and Yom Tov!”  
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