
 
 
BS”D 

Dear Chevra, 
 
The mishna in Avos teaches that a wise man is someone who learns from everyone. Everyone, has 
something to teach. As a child I visited an older cousin far removed from Torah and Yiddishkeit. I don’t 
recall the topic of conversation, but he remarked that song is the strongest form of prayer, as words of 
song reach God faster and on a higher plane than the spoken word, kavyachol; a truthful comment 
although matters pertaining to an Infinite God cannot be properly understood by our finite minds. But it is 
obvious to anybody who has ever been “carried away” by a Jewish melody that song uplifts us, bringing 
our minds, emotions, and spirits to a place of calm, serenity, and closeness to Hashem. 
 
On Rosh Hashana we stand in prayer as we recognize and coronate Hashem as our King and as we 
remind Hashem, kavyachol, and ourselves, that He is our Father and we are His children, and we plead 
that He relate and care for us as a Father relates and cares for his children. On Rosh Hashana we sing 
songs. Songs of coronation. Songs of bakasha, of pleading and request. The Piaseczner Rebbe, Reb 
Kalonymus Kalman Shapira h”yd, taught that every Jew has a relationship to the world of melody. As 
each Jew is a universe unto himself, the melodies buried deep within are different for each of us. Still, 
some songs have an appeal that unite all Jews and many of those unifying melodies are sung during the 
Rosh Hashana and Yom Kippur services.  
 
While living in Montana on the Blackfeet Indian Reservation, my friend, Tinyman (Don) Yellowkidney 
encouraged me to leave Montana and return to my own people. He admonished me to discover the Godly 
path unique to the Jewish Nation. He told me that as a Jew, no matter where I travel throughout the world, 
I will find other Jews. And that although some of our songs and prayers may differ somewhat, there will 
always be strong similarities and overlap that I’ll recognize and relate to. He said that no matter where a 
Jew goes in the world he is always a Jew and can always sing the songs of the Jewish people. A Jew can 
always return to Hashem in teshuva, sincere return, through singing the songs of Hashem, the songs of 
the Jewish people, in teshuva. 
 
Not surprisingly, the Song of Ha’azinu is read around the same time as Rosh Hashana. Ha’azinu 
concludes with the words, “The nations will sing praises for His people!” In future times, even the nations 
that spurn and suppress us, recognizing that the Jewish nation is unique in our close relationship with 
Hashem, will sing praises to Hashem for the way He supported us during these times of confusion and 
exile.  
 
The month of Tishrei begins with the songs of Rosh Hashana and crescendos with the Songs of Simchas 
Torah as friends and neighbors join hands in song and dance with our beloved Sifrei Torah, Torah scrolls. 
Several years ago, after the hakafos, the dancing on the night of Simchas Torah, the Bostoner Rebbe of 
Beit Shemesh, Reb Chaim Avrohom zy”a, spoke to the tzibur, the congregation, saying there is one 
niggun, sacred melody, that connects all Jews. The Rebbe said, “having in mind our fellow Yidden in 
America who don’t know that today is Simchas Torah, let us now sing…” With that, the Rebbe led us in 
the familiar melody of Adon Olom. 
 
This Rosh Hashana, Yom Kippur, Succos, and Simchas Torah, let us grab hold of a niggun, work that 
niggun, and allow that niggun to carry us through these days of celebration and throughout the rest of the 
year.  
 
Wishing you a gut gebentched yahr, a good and blessed year. 

Sincerely,  
 
Binyamin Klempner  
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