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A Good Messenger 1 – 1שליח טוב   
On Thursday after the set shiur with my father, my teacher with the 
sons and grandsons, I was able to join our parents and spend an 
elevated Shabbos with them in Meron. All the packages were 
arranged for the trip. The boys helped organize the packages and 
they packed those going to Meron in one car and the packages that 
Savta prepared for the children and grandchildren every Shabbos 
were packed into a second car going to the house in Beit Shemesh. 
We arrived in Meron early Friday morning after 1:00 AM. My father, 
my teacher wanted to go up to the kever for twenty minutes before 
unpacking the car where we were staying and only after davening a 
Tefillah by Rebbe Shimon bar Yochai did we arrive at our host. 
When we parked at the kever, my brother-in-law from Beit Shemesh 
called saying that he could not find the bag of food and his Shabbos 
clothes. After he described it I realized that this was the bag that had 
been with me the entire trip because of a lack of space and it 
seemed that one of the boys mixed it up and packed it in our car 
instead of the other car. Now, how was I going to send the bag back 
to Beit Shemesh? I told my brother-in-law that in the morning I 
would find someone going close to Yerushalayim or Beit Shemesh 
and I will try to send the bag along, in the meantime I put the food in 
the refrigerator so that it would not spoil. I went up to the kever to 
daven and when I came out a neighbor approached and greeted me 
warmly. I asked him if was going to spend Shabbos in Meron as well, 
and he replied that he was leaving just then to return to Beit 
Shemesh. I told him about the mix up of bags and before I could 
finish he said, ‘I am going to bring the car around and I will gladly 
take the bag back home.’ By 3:00 AM the bag arrived home in an 
amazing way!!!                                                           .ר.מ             

And brought us the time –  מןלזוהגיענו  
Three weeks ago, I made an appointment with a doctor for 1:30 in 
Boro Park. That morning I went to visit my mother in Williamsburg 
completely forgetting about the appointment. At 12:50 I 
remembered my appointment which was very important for me, 
and the next bus going from Williamsburg to Boro Park was leaving 
at exactly 12:50. I hoped to catch the bus and then I would only be 
ten minutes late to the doctor and I hoped that he was running late 
with other patients, despite knowing that this office runs on time 
and appointments are kept, I decided to try my luck. As I was leaving 
my mother’s house, my brother-in-law who lives in Monsey was 
coming in, and he asked me where I was running in such a hurry? To 
my surprise, he said that he was just about to go to Boro Park. 
Immediately after saying hello to my mother, he drove me to the 
doctor’s office and I arrived at 1:32 just as the patient before me 
was leaving the office.                                                               .א.ל.ש  
   

And I will even water your camels –  וגם גמליך

 אשקה
The Gemara (Taanis 20b) relates regarding one of the Tannaim 
‘who was walking on the way and he chanced upon a man who 
was exceedingly ugly. The ugly man said to him: “Peace be 
upon you, my teacher” but he did not respond. The Tanna 
replied: “Empty One! How ugly is that man! Are all the people 
of your city perhaps as ugly as you?” The ugly man replied: “I do 
not know. But go and tell the craftsman who made me, ‘How 
ugly is this vessel that You made!’” When the Tanna realized 
that he had sinned, he got down from the donkey, prostrated 
himself before the man, and said to him: “I have spoken out of 
turn to you; Forgive me!” The man answered him: “I will not 
forgive you until you go to the craftsman who made me, and 
tell Him, ‘How ugly is this vessel that You made!’” The Gemara 
goes on at length relating how the Tanna tried very hard to 
appease him, and even his students asked the man to forgive 
him, until finally the man was willing to forgive him. 
Much has already been spoken about the sign that Elazar, the 
servant of Avraham, chose for himself in order to ascertain who 
is the appropriate wife for Yitzchak, אשר אומר אליה הטי  'הנערה

נא כדך ואשתה, ואמרה שתה וגם גמליך אשקה, אותה הוכחת לעבדך 

 The maiden to whom I shall say, ‘Please tip your jug so‘ – ליצחק'
I may drink’ and who replies ‘Drink, and I will even water your 
camels’ her will You have chosen for Your servant, for Yitzchak’, 
and truly, we must understand the significance of this sign that 
determined that she be the appropriate match for Yitzchak 
Avinu! 
Avrah Avinu taught in his household that all creations are equal 
in the eyes of the Creator, whether people or animals or all the 
other creations, all were created to reveal the light of G-dliness 
in the world. And so, he fed the Yishmaelim the same way he 
fed the Ivri’im, and so too, did Elazar accustom himself in the 
ways of his master, and therefore he chose this sign, to find a 
maiden who understood that camels are also the creations of 
HaKadosh Baruch Hu and they too are important and need to 
be given water to drink exactly like people. Then the maiden 
like this is fit to enter the house of Avraham Avinu, this maiden 
is worthy to be one of the holy Matriarchs. 
Chaza”l state ‘man was created on Friday, why? So that if he 
becomes haughty, one says to him: A mosquito preceded you in 
creation’, we have to realize and understand that one who 
wants to honor the Creator of the World, must honor literally 
every creature as animal, man and all creations are alike in the 
eyes of Hashem Yisbarach, and in his eyes man must be 
subservient to all creatures as we pray every day ‘let my soul be 
like dust to everyone’. 
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True Kindness –  של אמתחסד  

 
והיה הנער אשר אמר אליה הטי נא כדך ואשתה ואמרה שתה 

וגם גמליך אשקה אתה הכחת לעבדך ליצחק ובה אדע כי עשית 
)כד:יד(חסד עם אדני:   

Let it be that the maiden to whom I shall say, “Please tip 
your jug so I may drink,’ and who replies, ‘Drink, and I will 
even water your camels,’ her will You have chosen for Your 
servant, for Yitzchak; and may I know through her that You 
have done kindness with my master. (24:14) 
Rashi explains: Her will You have chosen – She is fitting for him, in 
that she will perform acts of kindness, and she is worthy to enter 
the household of Avraham. 
From these words of Rashi we see that the entire episode of Elazar 
regarding this sign was to determine the nature of the maiden, if 
she will perform acts of kindness and if she is worthy to enter the 
household of Avraham or not. It is appropriate to consider if the 
sign was for this purpose, then why did he see fit to test her with 
the camels, even if she did not add to his request and had she just 
answered his request it would have testified to her nature. The 
main thing is that a strange man whom she did not know asks a 
young girl to trouble herself for him, and she complies with his 
request is proof enough that she cares about others and wants to 
benefit other people, then why did she have to add on and do more 
than was requested of her? 
However, the truth is that when we see someone helping someone 
else, this is not a proof that the one doing good is a kind person, it 
is very possible that the person is expecting some favor in return 
and even if one is benefitting someone who is not in a position to 
reciprocate, still, this does indicate that we are discussing a kind 
person, for the very fact that you do not know him well can work to 
the person’s benefit. However, there are two ways that you can 
determine if a person is a true person of kindness; the first is that if 
they help someone who has no possible way to repay the favor at 
all, and the second way is by noticing the predicament of the other 
person and responding without being asked for help and in addition 
to this, by doing it in a way where no reciprocation is needed, and 
this will demonstrate that she is really a kind person. 
This is why Elazar used this sign, that he asked for water only for 
himself, and it was that if the maiden noticed that he is pulling 
along ten camels behind him and she calculates to herself that they 
need to drink as well, and she sees that she has to help them by 
providing the camels with water, then she demonstrates that she 
possesses the two qualities that we mentioned and we are referring 
to a kind person, and so she acts kindly without even being asked, 
and even to those who cannot respond in kind, for certainly the 
camels will not return the favor.    
 

This is what the Torah wants to teach us with the repetition of the 
words, what is true kindness, it is in a way where the person does 
not expect to be repaid at all, and all his actions are doe only to 
benefit someone else, but, if he yet expects to be paid back, then 
this is not a complete goodness. 
As the parsha continues we see the difference between one who 
acts for the sake of heaven and one who does good things 
expecting to be repaid. The difference between them is as distant 
as from east to west, Rivka who portrayed herself as a truly kind 
person was worthy of entering the household of Avraham, and she 
earned the right to become a matriarch of the nation which is the 
purpose of the world. On the other hand, her brother Lavan, also 
appeared outwardly as a very kind person and actually did more 
than his sister had done as we see that he nullified his nature so 
that he could bring a strange guest into his home, for this man was 
a great sorcerer and in order to bring this guest standing before him 
into his home, he had to remove all his idols, as he himself told 
Elazar (24:31) 'ואנכי פניתי הבית' – ‘I have cleared the house’ and as 
Rashi explains ‘of idols’, even so he remained with his wickedness. 
The matter deteriorated until ultimately, he wanted to uproot 
everything rachmana litzlan, and why didn’t he rise up in sanctity as 
did his sister in the merit of this great mitzvah? The Torah testifies 
to this that he only acted this way after seeing the nose ring and the 
bracelets and his whole purpose was to be repaid in kind, then a 
situation like this is not considered a mitzvah at all, and therefore 
he remained in his wickedness rachmana litzlan. 
Sometimes we see various kind people who try very hard to benefit 
other people, and when we observe them carefully we become 
aware that they act kinder to people that they have no relation to, 
yet, to their own relatives they are not so good. When we think 
about it and begin to determine what is the reason that they want 
to help strangers more than they want to help relatives, they show 
that this is not done because they are kind. The relative does not 
feel that he is doing so much good for him since as a relative he 
should be doing more, and yet, the stranger praises him and 
glorifies him for all the good he does for them and so he continues 
to act kindly towards the stranger. Perhaps the stranger is right, and 
he shows more appreciation than the relative, but then this proves 
that the person is not performing acts of kindness for the sake of 
heaven, for if this were for the sake of heaven, he would fulfill 
 do not hide from your flesh’ and he would act‘ – 'מבשרך אל תתעלם'
kinder with his relative. 
It was told before the Admor, the author of the ‘Beis Yisroel’ of Gur 
zt”l about a businessman who was a great kind person, the Beis 
Yisroel responded that in order verify these words we have to ask 
his wife, and if she agrees to this and verifies it, then it is a sign that 
it is true. However, so long as she does not testify to this there is no 
proof that his intention is for heaven… that is, this is the test to 
know if the actions of a person are for heaven or not, for if they are 
for heaven it is incumbent on him to first act kindly to his relatives 
who deserve to be treated kinder. 
Hashem Yisbarach should make us worthy to do true acts of 
kindness and we should merit through them to spiritual and 
material wealth and everything good, selah.        
 


