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והקריבו לפני ד' וכפר עליה וטהרה ממקור דמיה, זאת תורת “ 12:7,8
הילדת לזכר או לנקבה. ואם לא תמצא ידה די שה ולקחה שתי תרים 
 ”או שני בני יונה אחד לעלה ואחד לחטאת וכפר עליה הכהן וטהרה

“He shall offer it before Hashem, and atone for her, 

and she becomes purified from the source of her blood, this is the 

law of one who gives birth to a male or female.  But if she cannot 

afford a sheep, then she shall take two turtle doves or two pigeons, 

one for a Korbon Olah and one for a Korbon Chatas, and the Kohen 

shall provide atonement for her and she shall become purified.”  The 

Torah is discussing the laws of a woman who gives birth to a child, 

how long she is Tamei, and the Korbonos she needs to bring.  “ זאת

 ,These are the laws” seems to indicate the end of this topic“ – ”תורת

as if to say everything needed to know about this topic has already 

been addressed.  However, the very next Posuk states, that if the 

woman cannot afford what the Torah outlined, then she can bring 

that which is less costly.  Why does the Torah say, “זאת תורת” before 

the completion of this topic?  The following Divrei Torah will 

expound on this topic, and perhaps support the P’shat offered in the 

closing paragraph. 

ן"רמב   - 12:7 “ עליה וטהרה ממקור דמיה וכפר ” – Nidah 31b – When 

a woman gives birth, she bursts out and swears that she will never 

be with her husband again due to the intense pain of childbirth.  It is 

for this reason that she is required to bring a Korbon Chatas.  Being 

that she takes this oath under duress due to the intense pain she is 

experiencing at that time, and because she has responsibilities to 

her husband, the oath is not valid.  The main intention of these 

words of the Chachomim is that the Torah wished to atone for the 

thoughts which came to her mind.  The thoughts of Hakodosh 

Boruch Hu are deep, and His mercy is great, for He wishes to make 

His creatures fully righteous.   

שמשון רפאל הירש' ר   If a mother – ”ואם לא תמצא ידה די שה“ 12:8 – 

is poor, her Korbon Olah is also a bird.  This is to say, that as an “עוף,” 

like a bird, she approaches Hashem – unrelated to the bodily 

weakness she experienced.  The bird represents her powerless 

condition, her lack of means, reflecting her general status.  As a bird, 

she draws near to Hashem, and to His Sanctuary, and undertakes, 

that despite the many hardships of her situation she will not allow 

herself to be deprived of her self-respect and her self-esteem.  Even 

in her impoverished state, she will adhere to the heights of her 

Godly calling as a Jewish woman and mother.  

  ”.Shall make atonement for her“ – ”וכיפר עליה“ 12:7 - ספורנו 

For all the days that her unclean blood flows, her thoughts are 

concentrated on the reproductive organs and their functions (for 

she prays for a healthy baby).  Hence, she is not worthy to enter the 

Mikdash or come into contact with sacred objects until she brings 

her Korbonos which will purify her physically, and until her thoughts 

are turned to holy thoughts.   

זאת “ 11:46 – ”זאת תורת הילדת לזכר או לנקבה“ 12:7 - מדרש הבאור 

 What does the previous Parsha of Shkatzim and – ”תורת הבהמה

Remasim, insects and vermin, have to do with the Parsha of a 

woman giving birth?  The Torah is teaching us that because they 

follow the Mitzvos of the Torah, “זאת תורת הילדת לזכר או לנקבה” – they 

are taken out of the category of the animals (insects and vermin). 

 a – ”וכיפר“ The Loshon of – ”וכיפר עליה“ 12:7 - רבינו בחיי 

Loshon of Kapparah only applies to a sin.  What sin did the woman 

who had a child transgress, that the Torah obligated her to bring a 

Korbon?  If she is bringing the Korbon because she was in a place of 

danger (childbirth places the mother’s life at risk) and was saved, 

then it would be more appropriate for her to bring a Korbon Todah.  

Why does she bring a Korbon Olah and a Korbon Chatas?  The sin 

that she is atoning for is not her own, but rather is for the sin of her 

mother, the mother of all life, Chava.  If not for the sin of Chava, a 

man and woman would have children without having a desire; 

rather it would be a natural occurrence to have children, just as 

trees bear fruit each year without desire.  Because of the sin of 

Chava, there are three Mitzvos given to women: Nidah, Challah, and 

Hadlakas Neiros.  Since the sin originated in her thought, and then 

she took action, first the woman who bears a child brings a Korbon 

Olah to atone for the thought, and then a Korbon Chatas to atone 

for the action.   

ש מבעלזא"מהר   Why does – ”זאת תורת הילדת לזכר או לנקבה“ 12:7 - 

the Torah say, “These are the laws of a Yoledes, a woman who gave 

birth”, which is an ending to these laws, and then go on to say what 

happens if she cannot afford what the Torah prescribed?  Actually, 

the laws of what a Yoledes must bring were stated and complete, for 

according to the Torah each Yid should have all that they need.  

However, there are times that she will not have what she needs, so 

the Torah tells her what to do – but that is not one of the laws of a 

Yoledes.  The Torah prescribes that each and every Yid should have 

what they need, and the scenario of not having money to pay for it 

is not part of the laws.  Bava Kama 92a – “בתר עניא אזלא עניותא” – 

“Poverty follows after the poor?”  The Gemara asks this as a 

question – meaning that once a Yid has already dealt with poverty, it 

must leave him – it cannot stay with him, for that is not what the 

Torah wants.    

 It says in – ”זאת תורת הילדת לזכר או לנקבה“ 12:7 - דברי ישראל 

Pirkei Avos 3:17 – “אם אין קמח אין תורה” – “If there is no flour 

(sustenance) there is no Torah.”  Hakodosh Boruch Hu wants Klal 

Yisroel to serve Him through wealth, as it says in the Yalkut, Mishlei 

3:16.  Klal Yisroel needs money to perform the Mitzvos of the Torah, 

and learn the Torah Hakdosha.  The Torah states, “ זאת תורת הילדת לזכר

 ,that these are the laws for a woman who bears a child ,”או לנקבה

because that it was the Torah wants, that the woman should have 

enough money to purchase these Korbonos.  If one is not able to 

afford it, then there is a different way for them to achieve a 

Kapparah – though it is not optimal.   

 These words – ”זאת תורת הילדת לזכר או לנקבה“ 12:7 - כלי חמדה 

seem to imply that the Torah has finished telling us of the laws of a 

Yoledes, and then the Torah continues to tell us what a Yoledes must 

do if she cannot afford what the Torah prescribed.  Parshas Metzora 

14:32 – “ אשר לא תשיג ידו, זאת תורת נגע צרעת ” – “This is the law of one on 

whom there is a Tzara’as affliction, whose means are not sufficient 

for his purification.”  We see by the case of the Metzora that the 

Torah says, “זאת תורת” at the very end of the Parsha, after it tells us 

that the one who cannot afford the prescribed Korbonos.  Why 

doesn’t the Torah do the same here?  Menochos 110a – “ זאת תורת

 One who learns the Parsha of the Olah, is as if he was – ”העולה

Makriv a Korbon Olah.  The Meforshim say that the poor people 

should say the Parsha of Korbonos that the wealthy are able to 

bring.  For a poor person who brings the Korbon of a rich person has 

fulfilled the obligation of bringing the Korbon.  This rule only applies 

to Korbonos brought as an atonement for sins.  However, Korbonos 

brought so that the individual could eat Kodshim, cannot be 

considered as having been brought simply by saying them. The 

Torah tells us, “זאת תורת” regarding the Yoledes, who needs an 

atonement for her swearing during childbirth, that she should say 

the Parsha of the Korbon of the wealthy person even if it is not 

affordable to her.  That is what the Torah is teaching us by saying 
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  .before telling us what the one who cannot afford it brings ”זאת תורת“

However by the Metzora, where the purpose of the Korbon is to 

allow the person to eat Kodshim (Meseches Shavuos 8a), there, 

saying it will not suffice, and therefore the Torah says “זאת תורת” at 

the very end, after stating what the poor person should bring.   

ם שיק"מהר   And atone for“ – ”וכיפר עליה וטהרה ממקור דמיה“ 12:7 – 

her, and she becomes purified from the source of her blood.”  The 

Chevlei Leidah, the hardships of giving birth, birth pangs, was a 

result of the sin of the Eitz Hada’as.  Chazal tell us (Medrash 

Tanchuma: Parshas Ki Sisa 12) that Odom Harishon encompassed all 

future generations – specifically the men, while Chava encompassed 

all of the future generations of women.  Therefore, it is appropriate 

that all women have a share in the sin of the Nachash, the serpent.  

It is because of this that all women have labor pains.  This is all after 

the sin of the Eitz Hada’as.  Before that sin, and if not for that sin, a 

woman would only have to bring a Korbon Olah after giving birth.  

Therefore, the Torah mentioned the Korbon Olah first and only then 

the Korbon Chatas, for the Korbon Chatas was only necessary 

because of the sin of the Eitz Hada’as.  “וטהרה ממקור דמיה” – The 

purpose of the Korbon Chatas is to purify the woman from the 

“source of the sin of labor pains” – and that is the sin of the Eitz 

Hada’as.  It is the sin of the Eitz Hada’as that caused the blood, and 

the birth pangs at the time of birth.   

ם שיק"מהר   – 12:8 “ חד לחטאת וכפר עליה הכהן וטהרהאחד לעלה וא ” – 

Brochos 54b – There are four who need to bring a Korbon Todah: 

One who travels overseas, travels through a desert, a sick person 

who recovered, or one who was freed from prison.  These are all 

considered Nissim, miracles, and therefore they are obligated to be 

grateful to Hakodosh Boruch Hu for saving them.  If so, why doesn’t 

a woman who gave birth need to bring a Korbon Todah, since one 

would consider childbirth to be a miracle?  Perhaps the reason she 

does not bring a Korbon Todah is because she put herself into this 

situation that required the miracle.  It was because of Chava, (all 

women are encompassed in Chava, and therefore it is as if all 

women sinned with the Eitz Hada’as) that the pain of pregnancy and 

the pains of labor occur.  Perhaps one can say that the Korbon Olah 

is in place of the Korbon Todah, for just as the Korbon Todah is to 

thank Hakodosh Boruch Hu, so too the Korbon Olah is to thank Him.  

Vayikra Rabbah 9:7 – In the future, after Moshiach comes, all 

Korbonos will be Batul except for the Korbon Todah.  Since the 

Korbon Olah is also a Korbon of thanks, it too will not be Batul.  That 

would be a reason that the Torah mentions the Korbon Olah first, for 

that Korbon will never be Batul.   

“ 12:7 – חכמת התורה  ת הילדת לזכר או לנקבהזאת תור ” – It is known 

that during the nine months of pregnancy, the embryo receives 

nourishment from the Dam Nidah of the mother.  This causes the 

woman to have an impurity, as well as a bad nature due to the 

impurity of that blood.  If after the child is born, the mother brings 

the proper Korbonos according to the laws, she receives atonement 

and also causes her child to become purified.  It causes both her and 

her child to be completely Tahor retroactively.  12:7 “ וטהרה ממקור

  ”.And she becomes purified from the source of her blood“ – ”דמיה

However, if she only brings a Korbon for that of a poor person, she 

only receives a Kapparah for the actual giving birth (where she may 

have swore) but it does not cause an atonement for the initial 

source of the Dam Tamei (this is needed for a Kapparah from the sin 

of Chava with the Eitz Hada’as), and does not purify the child.  This 

causes the child to remain with these impurities.  If one brings the 

Korbonos prescribed by the Torah then, “ לנקבה כר אוזאת תורת הילדת לז ” 

– these are the laws which will cause the mother, as well as the child 

(boy or girl) to become pure.  If she cannot afford it, there is still a 

way for her to receive a Kapparah on the giving birth, which the 

Torah goes on to describe.   

ן איש חיב   What does the Posuk – ”וטהרה ממקור דמיה“ 12:7 – 

mean that she will be purified from the source of her blood, when 

she already Toiveled (went into the Mikvah) and she should already 

be Tahor?  It is known that a woman has blood that is Tamei due to 

the Zuhama from the Nachash, the impurity of the serpent, from the 

sin of the Eitz Hada’as.  When a woman completes the process of 

purifying herself, and brings the proper Korbon, then she is purified 

from one level of the Zuhama from the Nachash.  “ ממקור דמיה וטהרה ” 

– The source of her blood is from the Zuhama of the Nachash, and in 

this atonement she becomes purified from one level of the Zuhama.   

 It is known that the – ”וטהרה ממקור דמיה“ 12:7 – בן איש חי 

learning of Torah Shebiksav is called “קראי” (K’ra’eih), and therefore 

those who reject the Torah Shebal Peh, and only heed the Torah 

Shebiksav are called “קראים” (known as Karaites).  Those who accept 

the Torah Shebal Peh and heed its laws are called “תלמודי” (Talmudei 

– presumably from the Gemara which is called Talmud).  There are 

many Halachos regarding the Tumah and Taharah of a Nidah not 

explicitly stated in the Torah, rather it was given to us through Torah 

Shebal Peh.  Therefore, one who is a קראי will never become Tahor 

from being a Nidah, for if she is missing even one Halacha, even if 

she goes into the Mikvah to purify herself, her Tumas Nidah 

remains, as well as the fact the Mikvah she went into may also not 

be a Halachically Kosher Mikvah according to the Torah Shebal Peh.  

There is only Taharah from Tumas Nidah for those who follow the 

Torah Shebal Peh, the תלמודי.  The “inside of the letters of “דמיה” in 

its full form (spelling out each letter – י"ה, ד"יו, ם"מ, ת"דל ) spell 

 the source, which is hidden, is that only one who ,מקור The  .”תלמודי“

is a תלמודי can achieve a Taharah from being a Nidah.   

 Perhaps now we can understand why the Torah says, “ זאת

 before what seems to be the completion of the Parsha of ”תורת

Yoledes.  First of all the difference between the Posuk here and the 

Posuk in Metzora is that in the Posuk of the Metzora the Torah ends 

the Posuk – “אשר לא תשיג ידו בטהרתו” – “Whose means are not 

sufficient for his purification.”  This teaches us that the “Laws of the 

Metzora” are about one whose means are not sufficient.  Ta’anis 7b 

– Due to the sin of Loshon Hara, one will lose his sustenance.  As a 

punishment for speaking Loshon Hara, one receives Tzara’as, and 

that same person will lose his source of sustenance from Hakodosh 

Boruch Hu.  That is “the rule of the Metzora”.  In contrast, by the 

Yoledes, the Torah wants her to have sufficient funds.  She brings 

Korbonos to atone for the sin of Chava.  The Torah says, “These are 

the laws of the Yoledes” regarding the “wealthy Korbonos” for that is 

the true Rotzon of Hashem.  Additionally, we must know that the 

Torah Shebiksav without the Torah Shebal Peh is not the complete 

Torah, and one who does not heed the Torah Shebal Peh will remain 

forever Tamei.  As the Ben Ish Chai says, “וטהרה ממקור דמיה” - the way 

to become Tahor is through Torah Shebal Peh. “ זאת תורת הילדת לזכר או

  .That is the law for the Yoledes, as well for everyone else - ”לנקבה

The Mitzvah of Kiddush Hachodesh was given over to Klal Yisroel.  

The month is Mekudash by Bais Din pronouncing the new month.  

Parshas Hachodesh represents the Torah Shebal Peh, the Torah 

which Klal Yisroel have a direct part in.  All of Klal Yisroel must heed 

the Torah Shebal Peh of Chazal, and must constantly try to learn 

Torah and create their own Chiddushim of Torah Shebal Peh. May 

we be Zoche to be completely purified through the Torah Hakdosha.   


