
 

לצאת בני ישראל מארץ מצרים ביום בחדש השלישי 
)יט:א( הזה באו מדבר סיני   

In the third month from leaving Mitzrayim, on this 
day, they arrived at Midbar Sinai (19:1) 

Already back in Mitzrayim, Moshe Rabbeinu was told 
that in order for the Bnei Yisroel to be redeemed, 
there was a condition. HaShem told Moshe (Shemos 
3:12) that the purpose of leaving was to be able to 
arrive at Har (Sinai) and serve HaShem there (with 
the acceptance of the Torah). 
Finally now, in the third month, was the moment that 
everyone was waiting for. There was literally a great 
chasunah taking place. HaShem would now take us as 
His kallah. The Baal Haturim points out that this 
could only take place in the third month, and not 
prior to that, because our status in Mitzrayim was 
like that of a captive, and the halacha states that 
before marrying a captive one must wait three 
months. There is also a comment from Rashi (19:17) 
that we must mention here: HaShem’s method of 
greeting His people was different than a monarch 
that only comes after the people have arrived. 
HaShem arrived at Sinai before we did. HaShem 
“went out” to greet Klal Yisroel like a chassan that 
goes out to greet his kallah.  
The gemara in Meseches Yevamos (63a) gives some 
advice for shidduchim. At times a person may feel 
that perhaps the shidduch that is being entertained is 
beneath him. The Gemara suggests  נחות דרגא ונסיב
 sometimes a person must step down from the -איתתא
higher step to get married. The remez for this, says 
the sefer Taamei Minhagim, can be found in the trop 
on the words 'וירד ה. HaShem “came down” to take 
klal Yisroel as His kallah. The trop on these two 
words is darga and sevir, i.e. break the step. Obviously 
there is no one out there that could ever match up to 
be a kallah for HaShem, and yet HaShem “lowered” 
Himself to take Klal Yisroel. 
As we can imagine, when a shidduch does not seem 
to be first rate, to an extent, there can be “dragging of 
the feet”, and perhaps a lack of excitement. Let us 
take a look at how the heiligeh Or HaChaim assesses 

HaShem’s excitement level. (It should be pointed out 
that were it not for the Or HaChaim writing this, we 
would not have a right to say it.) 
The passuk tells us  בחדש השלישי לצאת בני ישראל מארץ
 In the third month from -מצרים ביום הזה באו מדבר סיני
leaving Mitzrayim, on this day, they arrived at Midbar 
Sinai. The next passuk says:  ויסעו מרפידים ויבאו מדבר
 They journeyed from Refidim and arrived at -סיני
Midbar Sinai. The Or HaChaim asks, why does the 
passuk repeat this information?If anything, the 
second passuk should have come before the first one?  
Before we bring the Or HaChaim’s comments we will 
preface with a mashal: A family is in the airport, 
waiting for the arrival of their father andhusband, 
who has been away for an extended period of time. 
As the door at Arrivals keeps on opening, they are all 
craning their necks, hoping that the next person will 
be him. “Is he here yet?” “Look ahead over there, 
maybe you see him,” etc. Finally, from the distance, 
he is spotted. Now the yelling begins. “He’s here, he’s 
here, Tatty is here!” A few moments later, when he is 
actually with them, the family is finally reunited. 
The Or HaChaim explains that  אהבה מקלקלת את

 love causes the line to be spoiled. True, the -השורה
order in the pesukim was off, but out of HaShem’s 
great love for Klal Yisroel the rules were broken. It 
was as if, k’viyachol, HaShem was proclaiming with 
emotion that we had arrived even before we actually 
got there. Only in the next passuk does the Torah say 
that we still travelled from Refidim until we arrived. 
Why was this day so anticipated by HaShem? The 
world had been held in abeyance for 26 generations 
since, and 974 generations before, the world was 
created, for a total of 1000 generations awaiting the 
great moment of Matan Torah. “Here it is; the 
moment the world has been waiting for has finally 
arrived.” To further quote the stunning words of the 
Or Hachaim,  הגיע חשוק ונחשק לחושק וחשק ושמחו שמים
 The desired one -וארץ כי זה הוא תכלית הבריאה ותקותה
arrived for the One who is waiting and desires its 
arrival, and the heaven and earth rejoice, for this is the 
very purpose of creation. 
The Torah displays tremendous emotion and 
excitement upon taking us as its recipient; shouldn’t 
we reciprocate and show our love back?    אהבה
 when there is true love, there are ,מקלקלת את השורה
no boundaries and no rules! Let us rejoice in 
receiving the Torah and always mirror HaShem’s 
love.  

Good Shabbos, אפפעל מרדכי   
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