
 
 
BS”D 

Dear Chevra, 
 
The Torah tells us, “These are the words that Moshe spoke to all Yisroel.” Moshe spoke to all Yisroel, to 
every Yid. From the time Moshe Rabbeinu was marbitz, gave over, these words of Torah, to our present 
time, every Yid has a connection to the words, and to the voice, of Moshe Rabbeinu. The Torah is 
eternally relevant to every generation and every Yid. From the Dor haMidbar, the Generation of the 
Wilderness, to our generation, the generation before Moshiach’s arrival. From Rashi to the Yid 
discovering his Yiddishkeit on a university campus. Each of us has a connection to the voice of Moshe. 
Each of us is literally able to hear the voice of Moshe. The question is: How do we hear the voice of 
Moshe Rabbeinu? The answer: By listening to the words of our current tzaddikim.  
 
There was a period when Satmar chevra was able to secure government jobs working for local branches 
of the United States Postal Service. These were good jobs that granted flexible scheduling around 
Shabbos and Yomim Tovim. A chassid made friends with a secular Jew employed at the Williamsburg 
branch. In time the chassid invited his friend for Shabbos. After the evening seuda the two went together 
to the tish of the Satmar Rav. When the Satmar Rav walked in the secular Jew fainted. This Jew had 
apparently seen the Satmar Rav in his dreams and now was seeing the Satmar Rav before his eyes. As I 
recall hearing the story, the Yid thought perhaps he had died and gone to heaven and the man sitting 
before him, the Satmar Rav, was a malach Elokim, an angel of God. This Yid had a connection to the 
voice of Moshe and for him the voice of Moshe was the voice, and countenance, of the Satmar Rav zt”l. 
[As with Yosef haTzaddik seeing the face of Yaakov while in the palace of eishes Potifar, seeing the face 
of a tzaddik is similar to hearing the tzaddik’s voice.] It doesn’t matter which individual Gutte Yid, good 
Jew’s, voice we hear the voice of Moshe through. What matters is that each of us, regardless of where we 
find ourselves, has such a Gutte Yid through whom we hear the voice of Moshe.  
 
The voice of Moshe wasn’t spoken in the halls of the Beis Medrash, but in the desert. The desert, a place 
bereft of both vital and religious necessities (food and water) and rigorous Torah study (yeshivos). Yet the 
desert is the place we, as a nation, heard the voice of Moshe. No matter how far removed we may think 
we are from ruchnius, from an authentic connection with Hashem, we are always close enough to hear 
the voice of Moshe. Parshas Devarim always coincides with Shabbos Chazon, the Shabbos before Tisha 
B’Av. No matter how far we think we’ve fallen, the voice of Moshe Rabbeinu goes with us. From the sink 
holes of depression and despair, the voice of Moshe whispers in our ears, calls out to us, consoles us, 
and sometimes rebukes us. The voice of Moshe reminds us that we matter. The voice of Moshe 
Rabbeinu calls out to us, lovingly chiding and exhorting us, “Through me you were given the Torah. Be 
responsible. Live up to your Yiddishe potential. Live a Torah true Jewish life.”  
 
Further in the Parsha, Moshe reminds us that Hashem spoke to us by Chorev, telling us, “Enough 
dwelling by this mountain.” Rav Levi Yitzchok of Berditchev teaches a beautiful Torah on Shiluach 
haKein. By pushing away the mother bird from her young, its as if we’re saying to Hashem, “Aibishter, 
You do so much for us. But we want to do for You. You initiate a relationship with us, now we want to 
initiate a relationship with you.” Moshe reminds us that we have it within ourselves to be responsible, to 
be big, to foster a relationship with Hashem, and that, come what may, no matter how bleak things 
appear, “These are the words that Moshe spoke to all Yisroel.” Regardless of who we are or where we 
come from, as Yidden: Moshe’s voice will always go with us.  
 
Have a consoling Shabbos, 
 
Sincerely, 

Binyamin Klempner 
 

bklempner1@gmail.com 


