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 פרשת וארא 
This adaptation is dedicated in honor of: 

my dear wife, Devorah and our dear daughter, Tova Zoe. 

Mazal Tov to our dear son, Moishe, and his dear kallah, Yael, on 

their engagement!!!  

 ולרפואה שלימה: העניא בת פריידל

 

 

  

רא אל אברהם אל יצחק ואל יעקב בקל שקי או"
  )ג, ו( "ושמי ד' לא נודעתי להם

“And I appeared to Avraham, to 

Yitzchak and to Yaakov as Kel Shakkai, 

but with My Name Hashem I did not 

make myself known to them.” 
 

The meaning of the name Kel Shakkai is: “I am 

the One Who told the heaven and earth ‘enough’ 

 When Hashem created the world – the  ”!(די)

world continued and expanded – until Hashem 

said, “enough.”  Therefore, He is called Kel 

Shakkai.  And may the One Who told the world, 

“enough” – say to the suffering of the Jewish 

people: “enough.”1 

 

 
) ו, ג"וארא אל אברהם אל יצחק ואל יעקב" (  

“And I appeared to Avraham, to 

Yitzchak and to Yaakov” 
 

In what merit did the forefathers have HKB”H 

reveal Himself to them?  In the merit of their self-

nullification and humility.  They humbly 

accepted whatever happened to them, even 

when it was exactly the opposite of what 

Hashem had promised them.  They understood 

that they needed HKB”H at every moment and, 

therefore, they preceded and followed every 

action with tefilla and beseeching – gratitude and 

acknowledgement.  Hashem desires humility.  

Hashem wants us to attain the awareness that 

everything is Him and nothing else.  Everything 

is exactly as Hashem wants it to be, not how 

we would like it to be.  At every moment, a 

person must tell himself, “There is a Master of 

the House.”  Such-and-such is happening in my 

life – there is Master of the House.  That is what 
                                                           
1
 אבות דרבי נתן לח 

the holy forefathers taught us.  No matter what 

happened to them – they did not get confused, 

they did not blame anyone – they constantly 

tried to connect to the notion: “there is a Master 

of the House.” 

 

We are not able to understand everything.  “And 

I appeared to Avraham, to Yitzchak and to 

Yaakov as Kel Shakkai, but with My Name 

Hashem I did not make myself known to them.”  

“There were many things that I did not make 

known to them.”  The holy forefathers did not 

receive the clarity of revelation that Moshe did – 

and, nevertheless, they had no questions.  With 

closed eyes, they followed Hashem’s voice.  They 

were a chariot for the Shechina.  To be a chariot – 

one must nullify himself completely – completely 

quashing his ego.  Whatever they did was what 

Hashem told them to do.  They had no personal 

will of their own – no personal philosophies.  All 

that they did was to be a chariot for holiness.  

They merited being the wheels that carried the 

chariot.  However, they never tried to direct or 

drive the chariot – that is up to the Driver. 

 

We must learn from the holy forefathers how to 

nullify ourselves.  We need so many things – but, 

essentially, what we need is to forget about 

ourselves and make our desires match those of 

Hashem.  We must constantly inspect whether 

our desires are compatible with the Divine 

will.  We must constantly seek hints and signs 

of how to perform Hashem’s will.  We must 
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cast aside our human intellect and do Hashem’s 

will.  Just as Avraham Avinu, who did so much 

chesed, and, unexpectedly, Hashem commanded 

him: listen to Sarah and cast Yishmael out 

because he can have a negative impact on 

Yitzchak’s education.  Children’s education 

comes before chesed. 

 

How humiliating this must have been for 

Avraham – he could have said: “I am ashamed to 

leave the house.  People will avoid me.  My 

students will abandon me.  Everyone who 

followed my teachings will lose faith in me - my 

life’s work will dissipate.  I taught them all to be 

kindhearted, to deal with others patiently so that 

even the unsuccessful child will believe in 

Hashem, will feel Hashem’s Presence.  I taught 

them to proceed slowly with their children and 

not harass them.  And now – I had to throw my 

own son out of the house. 

 

“All of my initial work in bringing people close to 

Hashem was futile because I abandoned Haran 

and all of the souls that I made there.  Now, all of 

my chesed will be worthless because they will 

say: ‘Is this guy crazy?  He cast out his own son?  

His own progeny?  He is but a boy of 16!  Who 

knows what will become of this child.  Maybe he 

will get worse.”  Yet – when faced with a trial – 

there is no intellect.  The essence of a trial is 

to let go of our own limited understanding. 

 

If that was not enough – along came another trial 

– a challenge to his actual service of Hashem.  

Avraham Avinu introduced all of the generations 

who had worshipped idols and sacrificed their 

children to pagan deities the lesson: Stop all of 

that and daven to Hashem – it is ridiculous to 

perform these barbaric rituals of human 

sacrifice.  And then Hashem commands him: 

sacrifice your son!  This is the exact opposite of 

what he had been preaching.  Yet, he set aside 

his own limited intellect and did what 

Hashem told him to. 

 

HKB”H created the world so that His honor 

would be revealed down here, in the midst of a 

world of free choice - in which people can easily 

become confused, quickly forget the purpose of 

Creation and become absorbed in their own 

personal desires, as is man’s nature, encased in a 

physical body with all kinds of longings, thoughts 

and desires, to the point that he even interprets 

Hashem’s will in accordance with his own 

objectives.  But, when a person strengthens 

himself to do Hashem’s will and overcomes his 

illicit desires – it is such an indescribable and 

amazing gift to HKB”H.  “Master of the World, 

help us do everything in accordance with 

Your will.  Help us be diligent in our learning.  

Help us get up as soon as we fall and begin 

anew.  We know, Father, that to You, 

diligence and determination are primary – 

more important than success.” 

 

When we perform mitzvos with the intent to do 

Hashem’s will, the mitzvos have a superior and 

refined flavor – a higher quality.  For example, 

acts of kindness.  Other nations also have the 

concept of kindness but it is for some personal 

benefit.  When something is no longer appealing 

to them: the greatest loved one can turn into the 

worst enemy in an instant. 

 

When a Jew performs tzedaka and chesed he 

must do so not only for the compassion that is 

contained within it – but specifically because His 

Creator commanded him to.  Only that is genuine 

tzedaka.  When R’ Moshe of Kobrin zt”l was 

seven years old there was a terrible famine 

throughout Lithuania.  His mother, who was a 

righteous woman, would provide food to the 

poor people who came through town looking for 

sustenance.  Once, she did not have enough for 

all of them and some of the boorish ones started 

to vilify her, cursing her vehemently.  She was so 

pained by this that she began to cry.  Her young 

son, Moshe, said to her, “Mommy, do not pay 

attention to their words.  To the contrary, even if 

they curse you, you do your mitzvah 

unreservedly according to Halacha because 

Hashem commanded it.  If they would praise 

you and bless you – you would be unable to 

do the mitzvah entirely for Hashem’s sake.” 

 

When a person draws all of his vitality from the 

illusion and expectation that he will be 

accomplished – reality slaps him in the face over 
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and over again.  He does not understand why he 

is repeatedly disappointed.  Even when he 

succeeds, it is never quite as he imagined it.  And 

when things do not go well, he is completely 

depressed.  This is all a result of looking for 

vitality from our egos, from the illusion that we 

are capable.  By contrast, one who lives with 

the idea that there is nothing aside from 

Hashem is always filled with vigor and joy 

because he is connected to the Creator. 

 

A person who is cognizant of his flaws does not 

become arrogant because he is aware that he is 

liable to sin – sin crouches at his doorstep from 

morning until night. Therefore, he constantly 

speaks to Hashem and Hashem helps him. 

 

A person’s greatness is his modesty and 

humility.  The more modest and humble a 

person is - the more eternal life he earns.  

The more others demean and humiliate a 

person – the happier he should be.  Through 

humiliation, a person receives a great light that 

cannot be attained via any mitzvah.  The 

embarrassment turns the person into 

nothingness and that earns him Divine Light, 

great light, unlimited light. 

 

It is impressive when a person is humiliated and 

he remains silent – he does not answer.  An even 

more exalted level is when a person is 

humiliated and he is happy – he sings and 

dances, he accepts the insults with joy, love and 

song.  Any disgrace is like an ointment, a cure.  

Every ounce of shame feels like a salve for 

what ails him, a cure for his illnesses.  One 

drop of shame is a million successes – the 

abundance is endless.  After Yosef was sold and 

degraded, he became the provider of the entire 

world – all abundance went through him.  When 

we are shamed – we must feel like we just 

received a million dollars. 

 

A humble person never stops thanking Hashem.  

The Chofetz Chaim would thank Hashem every 

night for everything He had done for him that 

day and throughout his entire life.  Humility is 

the source of every holy matter and every 

positive attribute.  A humble person is certain 

that everyone else is more righteous than he, 

holier than he, smarter than he.  Every Jew is 

amazing in his eyes, every Jew is a tzaddik.  A 

person who lives with humility and modesty, 

who isn’t too smug – can relate to others with 

tenderness, pleasantness – he loves 

everyone. 

 

Arrogance leads to the attitude that everything is 

“owed to me.”  When a person is conceited he 

feels important.  When he doesn’t get what is 

“owed to him” – he is hurt and angry.  A humble 

person doesn’t feel owed at all – no one owes 

him any type of treatment or honor.  We must 

constantly tell ourselves: “we are owed nothing, 

we are no better than anyone else.”  We must 

never feel superior to others – we never know 

what difficulties they encounter and overcome.  

We must stop and contemplate - we must 

identify illusions of grandeur and fight them.  

Nothing conceals Hashem’s light more than 

arrogance.  Hashem says that He and the egoist 

cannot coexist.  When we are humble – Hashem 

is with us. 

 

Our connection with Hashem is the delight of 

yiddishkeit – that personal warm and simple 

bond.  When a person connects to Hashem, he 

connects to all of the good in the world, the light 

of the world, the sweetness of the world.  Every 

Jew possesses this tremendous element, this 

Divine aspect that is limitless - Hashem never 

gives up on it.  We must dig and dig until we 

connect to the Divine portion within each of us. 

 

Life with Hashem is so pleasant – regardless 

of whether we receive what we request – the 

bond itself is the reward – if we have it, we 

have it all. 

 

The bond between the Jewish people and 

Hashem is one of love – initiated by Avraham 

Avinu, the pillar of chesed and love.  He received 

a higher love and he bequeathed it to us.  

Yiddishkeit is love.  With four terms of 

redemption Hashem promised to redeem us in 

this week’s parsha.  A Father cannot disconnect 

from his children, no matter what they have 

fallen into.  This is a law of nature - it is not 
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 תפילה
 

Master of the World!  Help me do mitzvos, chesed and all good deeds for Your honor – that everything be because You want 

it so.  May my joy derive from the fact that I performed Your will.  I receive so much ulterior benefit from the good that I do, 

such as the compliments I receive and the good feelings.  I know it is okay, but I want it to be purer – that any time that I 

manage to do anything, to see You in front of me, to think, “I did the will of Hashem, I gave Hashem delight.”  I want You, 

Father, to be the focus, not me.  I don’t want to forget, even momentarily, Who gives me the desire, the strength and the 

Heavenly assistance.  Without You I cannot succeed at anything.  Sometimes, Father, I forget. 

 

Master of the World!  I have not made progress in the area of accepting humiliation.  Help me at least attain the level of 

remaining silent without answering the one who yells at me or treats me poorly.  I’m not even talking about being happy and 

dancing – that is yet a higher level.  Help me, Father, to remain silent – not only verbally, but inside as well – to remember 

that if I manage to remain calm, not answer and accept the embarrassment with love – who knows how much I will merit.  I 

forget, Father.  When it happens to me – instinctively, I am hurt, I answer back, I get angry, I want revenge.  Grant me the 

strength to refrain, remain calm, to think that I am not so righteous that I deserve to be treated a certain way.  Help me 

remember that You do everything to me and no one else.  What is left for me to do is to understand why this happened, what 

I need to learn from it, what I must correct – and maybe then I’ll even be able to be happy. 

 

Master of the World!  Help me feel joy in the advancement and success of another.  Help me see how he is more righteous 

than me, holier than me, more enthusiastic for You – and help me be happy for him.  Help me be happy that he is better than 

me even if he only recently started to draw close to You and I have been on this path for many years.  At present, when I see 

someone daven with more dveykus than I can muster and learn more easily and with more enjoyment, I am jealous.  I am 

happy when I can discern his flaws.  I try to convince myself that I am better in other areas.  I also try to avoid his gaze so as 

not to give him the satisfaction of knowing that I see his success.  Help me, Father, to love Your creations and to be happy for 

their successes.  Help me not feel superior to anyone, to offer everyone kind words, to be impressed by their Divine element, 

to remember that they are all Your beloved children and if I love You, how can I treat Your children that way?!  Every success 

and every advancement of every Jew delights You – how can I not be happy for them? 

 

Have an awesome, uplifting and wonderful Shabbos, 

Dov Elias 
Notice: The foregoing is based on my limited understanding of the Parsha Sheet, Ohr Ha’Emuna, disseminated by Harav Menachem Azolai Shlita and is not a 

complete or exact adaptation of Ohr Ha’Emuna and is not necessarily even a reliable interpretation of the ideas presented therein.  Ohr Ha’Emuna is published 

in Hebrew; in translation, accuracy is always compromised.  Rav Azolai has not reviewed this material - any inaccuracies, omissions or confusion should be 

attributed exclusively to me.  I still hope you enjoy and it provides some chizuk.  Thank you Mordi Blass for helping with some of the Hebrew expressions. 
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subject to free choice.  A Father will overturn the 

world for his children. 

 

Our mission is to strengthen the bond.  How?  By 

being introspective, by contemplating our lives.  

Introspection can be done during hisbodedus but 

must also be done at many other moments 

throughout the day.  We can suddenly realize 

that we did not treat someone nicely and we can 

fix it immediately.  We tend to judge people 

without recognizing what we are doing.  Most 

importantly, we must think about nullifying our 

egos – not to take credit for our 

accomplishments or popularity, even if we 

conclude our statements with “Baruch Hashem.”  

Saying it is not enough.  We must make room for 

Hashem in our hearts. 

 

The main way to strengthen the bond is through 

joy.  Joy is the benchmark by which we can 

measure our inner service. 

 

Moshe spoke of the redemption with joy, song, 

melody and dveykus to Hashem.  Unfortunately, 

the Jewish people had already lost hope.  That is 

true exile – when we don’t feel Hashem, when we 

do not connect to Him.  In those moments that 

we do feel Him – we are experiencing 

redemption.  Our lives are ever changing 

between exile and redemption.  Our 

challenge is to always be happy, no matter 

what we endure. 

 

 


