
WIELDING POWER
By Rabbi Shraga Freedman, author of Living Kiddush Hashem 

Some people are blessed with extraordinary 
charisma or powers of persuasion, which they use to 
change the lives of countless individuals. But there 
are others who have a similarly profound effect, yet 
do not seem to possess the same magnetic qualities.
My grandfather, Rabbi Avrohom Abba Freedman 
zt”l, was one such person. He was not a great speaker, 
and he did not exude personal charm. Yet somehow 
he succeeded in being mekarev hundreds of people. 
Whether convincing parents to send their children to 
a Jewish day school, or bringing busloads of Russian 
immigrants on an inspirational trip to New York, 
when he asked, people were simply unable to turn 
him down. What was his secret?
I believe that the answer is in the Orchos Tzaddikim, 
which states that a person who is humble and 
unassuming will wield a powerful influence over 
others. People will naturally be accepting of whatever 
he does or asks, and he will inspire others to emulate 
him, ultimately bringing greater honor to Hashem. 
My grandfather lived to serve G-d. He was not 
motivated by pride or self-interest.
Once, he convinced a young man to go to yeshivah 
instead of college. Furious, the boy's father declared, 
“I have a younger son who is much smarter. You may 
have gotten the older one, but at least I will get the 
younger one!” The younger son, however, pestered 
his father until he relented and sent him to yeshivah 
as well. The next time the father met my grandfather, 
he seethed, “I see you got both of them.”
“No,” my grandfather said. “They are neither mine 
nor yours. They belong to the Ribbono shel Olam.”  

DEFENDING MOSHE'S CREDENTIALS
By Rabbi Moshe Pogrow, director, Ani Maamin Foundation

Based on excerpts from the commentary of Rabbi Shamshon Raphael Hirsch zt"l on Chumash, with 
permission from the publisher.

Shelach is the parsha of rebellion against Hashem; Korach is the parsha 
of rebellion against Moshe. His basic premise was false. Kol ha’eida kulam 
are not kedoshim already; rather, kedoshim tihyu, their calling is to be holy. 
Their task is to uplift themselves, not confuse their destiny with reality. 
Holiness should be a goal to which they aspire. To help bnei Yisrael realize 
this, the Mishkan, which holds the luchos, was erected in their midst. They 
were divided into kohen, levi, and yisrael, with the Mishkan fenced off in the 
center, expressing the message: yes, kedoshim tihyu, but not yet “kedoshim 
atem”! Hazar hakareiv yumas—not everyone was worthy of unrestricted 
access to the Mishkan. Even Aharon was only allowed to approach at 
Hashem’s command, and even then only as a messenger of the public.

A true messenger of Hashem, like Moshe and Aharon, would be the first to 
admit his unworthiness and beg Hashem to choose someone else. But if, 
despite his protests, Hashem sends him and no other, who would dare to 
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The siddur was authored by the Anshei Knesses Hagedolah, and 
its members wrote most of the brachos we say, including seven 
surrounding Krias Shema. Unlike the brachos we say before 
putting on tzitzis or tefillin, these brachos are not a birchas 
hamitzvah. Rather, they are praises to Hashem. The brachos 
before the morning Shema discuss two subjects we need to 
reflect upon before reciting it: that Hakadosh Baruch Hu is the 
Creator and controller of everything, and that He gave us a Torah 
not as a burden but because He loves us. 
Adapted from Biur Tefillah (Ani Maamin Foundation)
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come before the messenger and ask “Madua 
tisnasu al kehal Hashem?” Korach accused 
Moshe and Aharon of the greatest sin against 
Hashem: abusing His name for their own 
purposes. According to Korach, Moshe’s entire 
position was a rebellion against Hashem.

It hurt Moshe to be accused of exploiting his 
position. Hashem’s emissary must be faultless 
in middos; purity of character is G-d's first 
credential. Had Moshe blemished his with the 
slightest show of self-interest—riding another 
man’s donkey—they would have the right to 
deny the Source of his mission.

The reliability of a messenger can be only 
confirmed by the one who sent him; so, too, 
Moshe’s mission could be confirmed only by 
Hashem Himself. So Moshe did not defend 
himself. If G-d would not confirm the truth, his 
mission would come to an end.

There are natural deaths due to man’s innate 
mortality, and natural deaths due to an act of 
G-d in the laws of nature. All so-called natural 
events occur only by Hashem’s will. A “natural” 
death for Korach would show Hashem’s 
providence, but would not prove that Moshe’s 
mission came from Him. The mission was based 
on Hashem’s intervention in the natural order.

Through Moshe’s mission, Hashem wished to 
educate mankind, to bring man back to G-d and 
attain moral freedom. A certification of this 
mission could only be through a mofes, attesting 
to G-d's freedom from the laws of nature.

When Korach’s death was brought about by a 
new creation that proclaimed Hashem as G-d,  
the One with the power to introduce a new 
future not dependent on the past, then they 
understood that people who deny that Hashem 
had sent Moshe deny the rule of Hashem, and 
everything else he has done. 

FOR THE HONOR OF HEAVEN
by Rabbi Dovid Sapirman, dean, Ani Maamin Foundation

Every mitzvah has its rules and regulations: in what circumstances it applies, 
who is obligated. But beneath the surface of each one, there is a lesson to be 
learned, a hashkafah to be derived, a perfection to be gained. Achieving these 
while performing the mitzvah is the ultimate fulfillment of Hashem's command.

The Torah tells us that we must not profane Hashem's name (chillul Hashem), 
but rather sanctify it (kiddush Hashem). In some situations, outlined in halacha, 
we are obligated to give our lives rather than transgress a command. If forced 
on pain of death to worship an idol, commit gilui arayos, or murder, we must 
choose death instead. If we allow ourselves to die, we have caused a kiddush 
Hashem. If we instead transgress, we have committed a chillul Hashem.

Few people are ever confronted with such a situation. However, we accept 
this obligation upon ourselves twice a day in the Shema, and the hashkafah 
contained in it should accompany us every minute of every day. We are declaring 
to our Creator: “Nothing You ask of me is too great a sacrifice. I am ready and 
willing to give my all for You, even my life, if called upon to do so. True, at this 
moment you are not asking me to give my life, but whichever mitzvah I perform, 
I will do with every fiber of my being. My highest concern in life is to preserve 
kvod shamayim.”

Our Sages tell us that tzaddikim are the chariot on which the Shechinah rides. 
The Chafetz Chaim explains this seemingly mysterious statement with a 
parable: when a king sets out on an extended journey, he is accompanied by the 
national army, who provide security for His Majesty. However, the army cannot 
escort him on his entire trip, so eventually they transfer him to the jurisdiction 
of a lesser military, such as the state police. But even they can only accompany 
him so far, and when he goes through the smaller towns, it is the responsibility 
of the local police force to ensure that the king is treated with the proper dignity 
and not harmed in any way. Although these authorities do not compare with the 
national militia that accompanied him from the palace, their responsibility to 
protect his person and his honor is not less than theirs was.

For us, it is precisely the same. In earlier years, the leaders of klal Yisrael 
were people of great stature. There were the prophets, whose task it was to 
ensure that the honor of Hashem is upheld in the world. After them came the 
Tannaim—not quite as great, but also exalted. As we progressed through the 
generations—Amoraim, Rishonim and Acharonim—our leaders diminished 
in stature, but not in responsibility. Even we, who do not compare to previous 
generations, must consider it our number-one priority and responsibility to 
preserve Hashem's honor.  
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How do you stop an alligator from eating you?

Hold its mouth closed! The muscles that open an alligator’s jaws are very weak, producing only 
20 pounds of pressure per square inch. When an alligator attacks its prey, it needs to pounce very 
quickly and forcefully, so as to surprise its victim and keep it from getting away. Therefore, the 
muscles that close its jaws produce over 1,000 pounds of pressure per square inch. The alligator 
also has a special valve at the back of its throat that allows it to open its mouth and eat food 
underwater without choking. Alligator tools!  

Adapted from Emunah: A Refresher Course (Melohn Edition; Ani Maamin Foundation/Mosaica Press)

To receive this newsletter in your inbox each week, send an email to subscribe@animaamin.org


