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חנוכה -פרשת מקץ   
This adaptation is dedicated in honor 

of my dear wife, Devorah, 
and our dear son, Eli. 

 ולרפואה שלימה: העניא בת פריידל
 
 

 

  

 
 חנוכה

Chanukah 
 
By way of gazing at the Chanukah candles, a 
person merits correcting all that has been 
marred in his life by inappropriate gazing.1 
 

 
 האור הגנוז

The Hidden Light 
 
When HKB”H created the world, He illuminated 
it with a very strong light.  After thirty-six hours, 
HKB”H hid this light.  The holy sefarim write that, 
on Chanukah, this hidden light is revealed – this 
same light of creation.  We light thirty-six 
Chanukah candles - corresponding to those 
thirty-six hours that the hidden light 
illuminated the world.  Since this light is so 
essential, so unique – the tzaddikim have taught 
that one should stare at the candles, contemplate 
them, sit and gaze at them.  That is how the light 
penetrates into us; fixes all that we have tainted 
in our lives through improper viewing.  It instills 
joy in hearts.  It draws healing, livelihood 
and, in the words of R’ Levi Yitzchak of 
Berdichev, an abundance of light and 
kindness into our lives.  
 
We cannot just hoard this light for ourselves.  
The nature of this light is that it descends to the 
lowest places – lower than ten tefachim - outside, 
in the markets and it shines for people found 
there – it illuminates their souls.  It hints to each 
of us that the greatest thing is to return people in 
teshuva – to draw people closer to their Father in 
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Heaven.  This is what Hashem wants more than 
anything else.  This is His greatness – the most 
distant are drawn close.  No one is free of this 
mission to bring people closer to Hashem, to 
publicize G-dliness in the world, to disseminate 
the light.  The main Torah learning is teaching 
others.  As soon as a person knows any Torah, 
he must teach it to others.  It is so important to 
draw Jews close.  It is the greatest kindness that 
we can do for others.  When people come close to 
Hashem – they begin to live, they begin to be 
happy and they are no longer alone. 
 
We influence others.  Everyone does.  In the 
smallest ways and methods that we can: with 
a smile, a kind word, a conversation, our 
behavior.  Others observe us and we observe 
them – and we receive from each other. 
 
Yosef was seventeen years old.  Seventeen is the 
numerical value of the word “טוב,” good.  Yosef 
found elements of good in even the lowest 
person and thereby brought them close to 
Hashem.  Even saying hello to an unfriendly   
person can break down barriers that have 
unfortunately been erected between us.  The 
Gemara relates that R’ Yochanan always greeted 
others first, even non-Jews.  The Creator has had 
mercy on us and given us the advantage of being 
close to Him – even if merely out of gratitude, we 
must try to help other Jews reveal that they too 
can draw near. 
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Kiruv must begin at home.  A child who grows 
up in a house that is happy about yiddishkeit, 
whose occupants are overjoyed to perform 
mitzvos, a warm home, a loving home – is 
protected.  When a child sees that his father 
is happy, enthusiastic, alive – he wants to be 
like his father.  However, if everything is 
superficial to the father, if the child sees no light 
– even if his father repeatedly tells him to learn, 
to daven – nothing will help.  If you see that your 
child has no desire, daven for his desire: “Master 
of the World!  Grant him desire!  What can I do?  
I cannot forcefully instill positive desire in him!”  
Most importantly, we must never persecute him; 
we must not extinguish his yiddishkeit.  We must 
have emuna that, one day, he too, will be 
inspired.  We must take care not to extinguish his 
light. 
 
In Eretz Yisroel, the menorah is lit outside, in the 
street, outside of Eretz Yisroel it is lit at the door 
or window, facing the street – we cannot hold 
the light back for ourselves!  We must enlighten 
the world for those who are found in 
darkness, those who are farthest.  They too 
are Hashem’s children and Hashem never 
gives up on any of His children. 
 
A little bit of light pushes away a lot of 
darkness.  That is the light of Chanukah, pure 
and clear light, light that comes from a very 
elevated place, light that will never be 
extinguished in the future, light that invites 
those walking in the streets and markets to 
enter inside, to see the beauty of simple 
yiddishkeit, the beauty of the Jewish home. 
 
The light of Chanukah is the light of gratitude 
and acknowledgement.  We must proceed 
through all of the days of Chanukah, every 
moment, with gratitude and acknowledgement.  
We must thank Hashem for everything that goes 
well for us and even for what does not go well 
for us.  We must thank HKB”H for all of the 
miracles and wonders, the successes and 
downfalls, the difficulties and problems.  When a 
person constantly thanks and praises 
Hashem – the light of Chanukah truly shines 
for him and he draws this light into the entire 

year.  In whatever happens to him, he sees only 
the good, even when he does not intellectually 
understand the good that is within the 
difficulties that he endures.  He has emuna! 
 
Gratitude is the completion of emuna.  If a 
person knows that whatever happens to him in 
life is all Hashem’s orchestration so that we 
remember Him, so that we raise our heads to 
Him, so that we draw near to Him.  If a person 
realizes that everything that happens to him is to 
purify, fix and heal him - if he understands that 
this is the singular purpose of the tribulations 
that he undergoes – everything will become 
much easier.  Consequently, his life is good and 
pleasant.  Whatever happens to him, he knows 
that it is all directed with amazing providence 
and, therefore, he is not afraid of anything.  
However, if we look at everything that occurs as 
if there is no providence, G-d forbid, this can 
certainly cause despair and despondency. 
 
Remember that there is a Creator of the 
World and He coordinates everything here.  
He knows precisely what you need to 
experience to bring you close to Him.  Have 
emuna that Hashem knows what He is doing 
with each person and He does only what is 
best for you.  “Emuna and bitachon - peace of 
mind for the one who has bitachon, who 
knows wholeheartedly that everything is 
administered by the hands of Hashem and, 
therefore, everything is always in his best 
interest and he is in the hands of the Creator 
of all Worlds.  That is to say, it does not mean 
that he has bitachon that the matter will work 
out the way he wants it and such-and-such 
will happen – rather, he has bitachon in 
Hashem that what He does and will do is the 
very best for him.  Therefore, he is calm.”2 
 
Shabbos Chanukah is always Parshas Mikeitz.  
Yosef Hatzaddik endured such misfortunes, yet 
he continued to thank.  Twelve years in prison – 
but he never stopped jumping and dancing.  
Therefore, he is labeled a “successful man” – he 
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succeeded in being happy under the conditions 
of the dungeon and never lost his emuna.  It did 
not matter what happened to him, he was always 
happy, always thankful.  “Whatever Hashem 
wants to do with me, I understand nothing.  
What Hashem wants me to have, He will give 
me – what He does not want me to have, He 
will not give me.  I do not try to force things – 
I nullify myself, with humility.  If Hashem 
wants me to serve him in this manner, with 
this challenge, with this deficiency, with this 
hardship, everything exactly the opposite of 
what I want – if that is Hashem’s will, I nullify 
myself, I do not fall into sadness, anger.  I 
accept Hashem’s Providence, I accept 
everything with love and I never cease 
thanking.”  That is the light of Yosef 
Hatzaddik and that is the light of Chanukah – 
it is the Light of Emuna.  Everything is 
Hashem’s doing and whatever Hashem does 
is all good. 
 
When a person is accustomed to thanking 
Hashem profusely and he is not distracted, for 
even a moment, from Hashem’s kindness, even 
when he faces some challenge or difficulty, he 
accepts it proportionately.  “True, I am not in 
the most pleasant situation – but on the 
whole, my life is good.  Hashem is with me, He 
provides me with so much kindness.”  As a 
result, all of his struggles will be entirely 
different. 
 
“Chanukah is the holiday on which Hashem’s 
greatest pride in us is revealed.  Twelve 
Chashmonaim decided to wage war against a 
vast empire - dreadful and terrifying.  It was 
beyond description - incomprehensible.  It was 
illogical for them even to consider that they 
could engage this colossal army.  Where did their 
power come from?  They had complete emuna 
that Hashem loved them, was proud of them, and 
that Hashem’s true will was for them to kindle 
the Menorah in the Beis Hamikdash.  They felt 
that they were a part of something great and 
tremendous.  HKB”H takes pride in us and we 
take pride in Him. 
 
“When we hear the word ‘pride,’ we are alarmed 

because it sounds so negative.  Are we proud?  
We are supposed to be humble, modest and not 
showy.  However, the concept of pride appears in 
holy sefarim and it is the foundation of all of 
creation.  The entire world was created for 
“Israel, about whom I will boast.”3  All of 
creation, the entire purpose of creation, HKB”H’s 
will to continue the world for another day and 
another and for the world not to be destroyed, G-
d forbid, and for the sun to rise again tomorrow, 
and another day.  Abundance shall descend again 
and we will be able to breathe air, fresh air, and 
we will be able to continue our lives and raise 
our children.  It is all for one thing - for this 
pride, so that HKB”H can take pride in us, the 
only nation that Hashem can boast of.”4 
 
Chanukah is not decreed in the Torah.  Chanukah 
and Purim are festivals that the sages instituted.  
So how is it so that precisely on these two 
holidays, the light is the strongest?  It is because 
we were not commanded and yet we celebrate.  
The words of the sages are so precious.  They 
have a special aspect of affability – like a child 
who gives his father something small of his own, 
something that he made for the father.  The child 
comes and gives his gift – and the father is so 
excited.  Even though it is such a small and 
simple gift and the father has no need for it – 
nevertheless, he has so much delight in it, in his 
child – and he is so proud of him. 
 
The angels who opposed man’s creation did not 
understand the love that HKB”H has for the 
Jewish people.  You want to create man?  Man is 
full of deceit, hostility, discord.  They cannot 
tolerate each other – how many people move 
because they cannot stand their neighbors, so 
many spouses can only barely put up with each 
other and so many people can hardly stomach 
themselves.  Why create them?  The angels did 
not understand the aspect of how beloved the 
words of the sage are.  They did not 
understand how a father enjoys what his 
child does for him, even when it is not 
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 תפילה
 

Master of the World!  I so much want to be a Jew who You can be proud of.  I want to be part of the glory that You, Father, 
are proud of us, your children, the Jewish people - through which Your honor is revealed in the world, through which Your 
will is done in the world.  I want everything that I do to be for Your honor – genuinely, not just lip service.  I want to not care 
about what others say – I want only to truly care about what You say, Father, what You think. 
 
I want to give You such delight – not to do anything forbidden, anything that is against Your will. 
 
I want to be constantly happy – to know that whatever happens to me, and to everyone – is all from You, Father and all for 
our very best. 
 
I want always to proceed - never to throw my hands up, never to despair.  Even if I have already davened for many years for 
that matter and I see that almost nothing has changed – to understand that the actual tefilla, the desires, the longings – they 
are the greatest salvation, the greatest source of Your pride in us.  This that we constantly want You, want to come close to 
You, feel You, cling to You. 
 
I want always to say thank You, even for the things that seem insignificant and expected.  I want always to see the 
tremendous kindness that You do for us and never to stop being moved by Your compassion. 
 
I want to be among those who are incessantly murmuring – who walk in the street and their lips are moving.  I see others 
who do this and I am so curious to know what they are whispering. 
 
I want to see only the good in others.  I want to try to find at least one good thing, especially in those who look away when I 
approach.  I regularly speak about this, read about this, write about this – but when I scrutinize myself, I realize that I am so 
far from this.  I disqualify the first person, I stay away from the second, I cannot stand the third.  This is exactly the opposite 
of what You want from me, Father. 
 
The list goes on and on.  I have so much more to improve in myself to be worthy of Your pride.  Help me Father. 
 

Have an awesome, uplifting, and wonderful Shabbos, 

Dov Elias 

Notice: The foregoing is based on my limited understanding of the Parsha Sheet, Ohr Ha’Emuna, disseminated by Harav Menachem Azolai Shlita and is not a 
complete or exact adaptation of Ohr Ha’Emuna and is not necessarily even a reliable interpretation of the ideas presented therein.  Ohr Ha’Emuna is published 
in Hebrew; in translation, accuracy is always compromised.  Rav Azolai has not reviewed this material - any inaccuracies, omissions or confusion should be 
attributed exclusively to me.  I still hope you enjoy and it provides some chizuk.  Thank you Mordi Blass for helping with some of the Hebrew expressions.  
Thank you to my wife, Devorah, for proofreading and commenting on the “working draft.” 
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something that he needs.  Chanukah is not 
written in the Torah – Chanukah is because 
we love You, Father. 
 
HKB”H boasts of us.  Each person has a holy, 
unique and special mission.  Each person is a 
unique extension of HKB”H Himself.  There is 
no one else who goes through your exact 
challenges.  There is no one else who was 
sent to the world with the exact same Divine 
decree.  Everyone is special and unique. 
 
When there is a yetzer hora, Hashem has cause to 
boast.  Every small aspect of good in a Jew, every 
time he overcomes the yetzer hora, Hashem is so 
proud of him.  Every time we conquer any 

element of superficiality - which is Greek culture, 
which is external beauty, strength and wisdom, 
which is being flashy and standing out – every 
time we prevail over these – Hashem is so proud. 
 
Chanukah is light and light is joy.  When a 
person is happy about doing a mitzvah, it 
shows that he does it out of love.  He does it 
wholeheartedly.  A Jew who is happy in his 
yiddishkeit is the happiest being on Earth.  A 
person who is happy and satisfied in his 
yiddishkeit no longer needs the illicit desires 
– he already has true vitality!  Vitality from 
Hashem!  Joy is from Hashem!  When is a person 
most happy?  When he forgives, when he forgoes, 
when he works on his character traits. 

 


