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 פרשת תרומה
This adaptation is dedicated in honor 

of my dear wife, Devorah, 
and our dear daughter, Tova Zoe. 

העניא בת פריידלרצה בת רחל ו ולרפואה שלימה:  
  
 

   

 ”.Speak to the Children of Israel and let them take for Me a portion“  )ב, הכ( "דבר אל בני ישראל ויקחו לי תרומה"
 What is meant by “for Me?”  HKB”H said to the Jewish people: volunteer, donate and make the Mishkan - but do not think that you are giving from your own pockets, because everything is mine, as it says, “The silver is Mine, and the gold is Mine, says the Lord of Hosts.”1  Therefore, He said, “Take for Me,” i.e. take of Mine.2  

 
"טהרת הלב"  “Purity of Heart” 

 In this week’s parsha, the Torah asks the Jewish people to collaborate in erecting the Mishkan and giving Terumah (donations).  Not everyone is obligated – only those who have a pure and clear desire – only they were asked to contribute.  Ultimately, a Mishkan was being built – a place for the Shechina to reside, a place in which everyone who would visit would be inspired with infinite longings and yearnings for Hashem.  Such a place, necessarily, had to be built of perfect materials – of genuine and pure desires.  The people answered this holy call.  Within two days, they made their contributions with the utmost enthusiasm, with extreme joy.  They brought much more than had been requested.  They had to be told to stop.  Chazal teach that the Mishkan was not destroyed; it was hidden.  It still survives to this very day.  Something made of such generosity and pure-heartedness cannot 
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cease to exist.  This benevolence creates the eternal that cannot be extinguished.  Our mission in life is to build a Mishkan in our hearts for the Shechina to reside therein.  When we merit these moments during which the glory of Hashem rests upon us, when some Divine light is revealed in us, our souls are filled with vitality and pleasantness.  We understand that Hashem created the world specifically for these moments.  The greatest pleasure is experienced when we love Hashem.  That is where man draws the strength to toil and exert himself in serving Hashem.  This is where he draws the ability to withstand the illicit desires and evil inclinations, the feeblemindedness and tiredness.  “They shall make a Sanctuary for Me – so that I may dwell among them.”3  It does not say “within it” – it says “among them” – within every one.  In accordance with our purity and clarity of heart, we prepare a place for the Shechina to reside inside us - and merit experiencing the pleasantness of Hashem.  The final letters of each word in the pasuk: “To behold the sweetness of Hashem and to contemplate in His Sanctuary”4 spell the word Terumah.  Terumah (תרומה) means to elevate (לרומם).  It 
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elevates a Jew from above the ground, above materialism – uprooting him from his individual base urges and distances him from the selfish desire to receive only for himself.  The opening pasuk of this week’s parsha says, “And let them take for Me a portion.”  However, Terumah is given – it is not taken!  So why does the Torah refer to it as “taking?”  Rather, this is precisely the explanation – a person who gives a contribution, who gives charity, is the true recipient – he receives good, blessing and great abundance.  When a person gives with an expansive heart – Hashem returns twofold to him.  The only money that is truly ours is the money we give away.  The rest is merely entrusted to us.  The Terumah that we give – we are really taking.  That is the only part that remains with us and is genuinely ours.  R’ Yechezkel Sarna zt”l, the Rosh Hayeshiva of Yeshivas Chevron, once arranged a fundraiser.  He arranged for a large assembly of all of the past and present donors of the yeshiva.  One potential invitee was a man who had previously been a major benefactor of the yeshiva and had lost all of his money, to the point of abject poverty.  R’ Sarna decided not to invite this man, to spare him any embarrassment.  Surprisingly, the man attended and asked to address the crowd: “Dear Guests, as you well know, this world is unpredictable.  I was a very wealthy man and my fortunes turned so drastically that there is no remnant of my former wealth – EXCEPT for what I gave to the yeshiva, that is all I have left and I would not trade it for all the treasure in the world.  Whatever you can give now, hurry up and give, for none of you knows what tomorrow brings – only what we give is everlasting.”  His impassioned plea made an indelible impression and the fundraiser was a greater success than anyone expected.  The soul comes from the Throne of Glory (Honor).  Therefore, honor is a most important necessity in life.  It is our air.  If we fail to honor another person, if we offend him – it is as if he is dead.  If we have done so, we must appease him and revitalize him.  There are many ways to do 

so.  We should not think that all is lost.  It happened; things happen – we all fail, we honor others, we offend others, we are offended ourselves.  It happens to everyone – it is a reality of life.  Honor is lifeblood - give a compliment, offer a kind word and watch the effect it has.  Offer an unkind word and it can paralyze the recipient.  What motivates a person’s limbs?  Honor - honor is so critically important.  What were the Jewish people asked to contribute?  Gold, silver, copper, blue wool, purple wool…  Gold, silver and copper symbolize the positive elements in every Jew.  Every individual, even the lowest, even the wicked, has at least one positive attribute.  If it is not gold, it is silver.  If it is not silver, it is copper – but there is at least something good in everyone.  In that merit, the Mishkan was built.  In every Jew’s daily routine, there are points of light such as positive thoughts, thoughts of teshuva, overcoming the yetzer hora, forbearance.  Every such element is an amazing contribution to the building of the Mishkan – whether the communal Mishkan or the individual Mishkan within.  If we want a pure heart, if we want to make room in our hearts for the Divine light – we must forego, overcome our nature, forgive and not bear a grudge.  By doing so, we are doing a bigger favor for ourselves than we are doing for our friend.  The Kopishnitzer Rebbe was very careful to honor every Jew and attend every Simcha to which he was invited.  He attended every Simcha that a certain Rav made but that Rav never reciprocated.  When the Rebbe received an invitation to the wedding of one of the Rav’s children, after the Rav had not attended the recent wedding of the Rebbe’s child, the Chassidim intervened and asked the Rebbe not to attend.  They said it was a disgrace to the honor of the Rebbe’s Torah learning!  The Rebbe responded, “My precious students, you are correct.  This Rav’s behavior in not attending my Simchas is not appropriate after I did the proper thing and attended all of his events.  So, who should learn from who?  Should I learn from him or should he learn from me?  If I listen to you and do not attend, the result will be that I will 
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have learned from his unacceptable behavior.  That is not the right result.  To the contrary, I must attend his celebration and maybe he will learn from me how to act correctly.”5  What happens in interpersonal relationships – forbearance, giving, love – is so precious to HKB”H.  The formula for happiness that we seek throughout our lives is forbearance.  With this formula, we preserve our peace at home and we solve disputes with our neighbors.  Forbearance is a powerful and amazing weapon that creates an atmosphere of pleasantness and happiness of tremendous proportions - wherever it is deployed.  The Creator of the World remembers, more than anything, the moments in which we forego in favor of others.  Two men and a woman came to see R’ Chaim Kanievsky Shlita.  His attendant advised them that R’ Chaim does not receive women.  However, the woman started wailing and R’ Chaim, hearing her, said, “This type of crying cannot be kept away.”  The woman told her story, “My daughter was supposed to get married tomorrow but the chosson called off the wedding.”  R’ Chaim asked the chosson (one of the two men) why he had cancelled the wedding.  The groom explained that he had been diagnosed with a serious illness and he did not want to cause his bride any pain.  R’ Chaim agreed with the chosson and asked the kallah’s mother why she was crying so bitterly.  She answered, “My daughter says that he is a tzaddik and she wants to take care of him.  It is enough that he must endure his illness – she wants to take care of him, help him and be his wife!”  R’ Chaim was very touched by this exchange and said, “One who overcomes his natural instincts is forgiven for all of his sins.  For a life of this kind of forbearance for others – no one can lose.”  When a person is absorbed in himself, it is not good.  When he foregoes, he opens a doorway for the Divine light to enter him.  Where a person lets go – he merits the light, he adds 
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holiness.  When a person performs an act of kindness - that too is forbearance.  He gives up his time, his money – but he never loses.  He immediately receives other wondrous and enormous things.  A person must constantly daven:  Master of the World, I want to go through life without hurting anyone, even someone who has hurt me.  I will not hurt him or cause him any pain.  To the contrary, I forgive and pardon him.  Our worst suffering is when we cannot smile at people because we are pedantic.  A person knows the truth: that he must be forgiving, good-natured, friendly and magnanimous – but he cannot seem to manage this truth.  The Schmiler Rav was very particular to be the first one in his mikvah each day.  One day, he sensed that someone had used the mikvah before him.  He repeatedly asked who it had been, and the crowd grew very nervous.  One man, who had been married for many years without children, nervously admitted to having been in the mikvah that morning.  The Rav responded, “You were in my mikvah before me?  This year you will have a son!”  Later that year, he indeed had a son and the Rav was the Sandek.  At the bris, the Rav said, “Some people think I performed a miracle.  It is not true.  It is very simple.  I was very finicky about no one using my mikvah before me and when I realized that day that someone had, I felt my anger rising inside.  With great effort, I conquered my inclination.  I gifted that merit of suppression to this man and the result was this child.”5  We love Hashem so much that it seems to us as if our teshuva is exclusively between us and Hashem.  However, if we begin to clear some space for someone else, love and offer him encouraging words, or at least think kind thoughts about him – we unexpectedly realize how much more we love Hashem.  There are people whose love of others is boundless.  They have so purified their character traits that they always think of others first.  They always give others the benefit of the doubt.  We 
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 תפילה
 Master of the World!  Grant me patience – for I have none.  When I am forced to wait in line – I become stressed and restless.  When I finally reach the end of the line and the customer before me hands the pharmacist a complicated prescription – I lose my mind.  Teach me, Father, how to wait.  Teach me to remember that this line is from You, that this is what You want: that I wait patiently, without sighing, screaming or getting upset – wait with joy and emuna.  In the moments that I am forced to wait, not to stare into space, not to look around to see who comes and goes – rather, to open a sefer and learn, recite Tikkun Klali, learn something short.  Help me accustom myself not to leave the house without something to learn during these waiting times.  If I nevertheless forget to take a sefer, help me close my eyes and speak to You, Father, silently – in a way that no one hears or notices.  Acting in this way is so delightful.  Grant me patience for people for whom I have no patience.  They annoy me so much but it is not their fault - because I am already annoyed even when they do not say or do anything.  Help me utilize all of the amazing advice that I learn and remember that even the person who irritates me is Your child and You love even him.  So, how can I not tolerate him?  Grant me patience for the things I endure.  Even if I have prayed for something for years and nothing has changed – not to lose hope.  To have emuna that more prayer is required – and if I do not become broken, I will yet merit.  No tefilla is ever wasted and, when the moment arrives, everything will open up IN AN INSTANT.  When we stubbornly persist for holiness – You will ultimately open it up for us.  Master of the World: grant me patience.  Have an awesome, uplifting, and wonderful Shabbos, Dov Elias 
Notice: The foregoing is my limited understanding of the Parsha Sheet, Ohr Ha’Emuna, by Harav Menachem Azolai Shlita.  It is not a complete or exact adaptation of Ohr Ha’Emuna and is not necessarily even a reliable interpretation of the ideas presented therein.  Ohr Ha’Emuna is published in Hebrew; in translation, accuracy is always compromised.  Rav Azolai has not reviewed this material.  Any inaccuracies, omissions or confusion should be attributed exclusively to me.  I still hope you enjoy and it provides some chizuk.  Thank you, Mordi Blass, for helping with some of the Hebrew expressions.  Thank you to my wife, Devorah, for proofreading and commenting on the “working draft.” ©Dov Elias 5777.  (973)9-EMUNA-9        ז                            תשע" ו' אדר –March 4, 2017 For previous issues and/or to receive this adaptation by weekly email, visit www.tloe.us or email me at Dov@TLOE.us 
 
 

never know what someone else goes through.  Therefore, we can never judge them.  We do not know what will happen to us tomorrow and what challenges we will face.  We can never be sure that what we think of others is actually correct.  How can we know?  Only Hashem knows the hearts and minds of others.  The fuel of the soul is a good word of appreciation, encouragement or gratitude.  One who refrains from refueling others withholds life, joy and honor.  We must spread positivity.  Hashem tells us, “If you truly love Me, I want you to first love your friends.  Until you can love Me - you have a friend, brother, relative, spouse, neighbor – and they all contain G-dliness.  First, love My children.  First, tackle the simpler challenges – before confronting higher levels.  You know that every Jew is a part of the Divine – start by loving them.  If you find it difficult – ask, daven, ‘Please Hashem, help me to feel for 

others, find pleasure in davening for others, loving others.  Help me not only love myself.’”  If you want to accomplish, you need a vessel.  The vessel is the heart – you need heart and that cannot be attained alone, only with your friends.  The Mishkan was not built of physical materials like gold and silver alone.  It was built with the hearts of the Jewish people – with their love and yearnings.  We are always searching, seeking, longing and yearning.  These powers heal our souls, fill our wants and bring us close to the Creator.  “They shall make a Sanctuary for Me – so that I may dwell among them.”  A Jew must sanctify himself like a Mishkan, so the Shechina will reside within him.  That can only happen when we love each other.  “The Cherubim shall be with wings spread upwards … with their faces toward one another.”6  You want upwards?  You want Hashem?  You must treat others with love and kind words. 
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