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 פרשת קרח
This adaptation is dedicated in honor 

of my dear wife, Devorah, 
and our dear son and daughter, Jonathan & Ariella. 

העניא בת פריידלרצה בת רחל ו רפואה שלימה:ל   
 
 

 
  

 

)א, טז"(ויקח קרח בן יצהר בן קהת בן לוי"  
“Korach, son of Yitzhar, son of Kehas, 
son of Levi separated himself.” 
 
Korach and his assembly sinned with their 
mouths – loshon hora and causing strife.  They 
were punished, measure-for-measure – “The 
earth opened its mouth.”1-2 
 
Everything that Korach did was bewildering.  He 
engaged in a misadventure that had no hope of 
success.  How could he rebel against Moshe – the 
messenger of Hashem?  Moshe was the very 
person who brought such severe plagues against 
the Egyptians, who split the Sea, who drowned 
the Egyptians in it and who drew water from the 
stone – what was Korach’s plan?  The only 
possible explanation is that jealousy clouds 
judgment.  When a person is consumed by 
envy – he is prepared to forfeit everything – 
to be entirely diminished, so long as he 
harms his fellow.  Jealousy removes a person 
from the world.  Jealousy and the pursuit of 
honor is Gehinnom incarnate – it is “they 
descended alive to the pit.”3  Whenever 
something does not succeed for one who pursues 
honor or he sees someone better than he is – he 
is completely broken.  He loses all of his vitality. 

Jealousy is the inability to tolerate someone else 
having any good.  Rebbe Nachman taught4 that 
all of the pain and suffering that a person 
endures in life derive from jealousy and 
hatred.  An envious person constantly suffers.  
He suffers from the success of others; he suffers 
when someone else has a livelihood, when 
                                                           
 ותפתח הארץ את פיה (טז, לב) 1
 האדמו"ר מבעלז 2
 וירדו ... חיים שאלה (טז, לג) 3
 תורה ר"נ 4

someone else receives an important assignment.  
If he sees someone who learns well - he is 
broken by it.  It does not bother him that he 
himself does not learn well - it is someone else’s 
talented learning that really bothers him.  If no 
one else learned well, he would be okay with that 
- he would feel good; he would be relaxed. 

The holy Arizal says5 that Hashem forgives 
everything except jealousy!  Hashem does not 
forgive it because it is baseless.  Why are we 
jealous?  Did the other person take something 
from us?  How does it affect us that he has 
something that we do not have?  Why do we 
stumble in the sin of loshon hora?  Only because 
we are filled with jealousy and hatred!  Envy 
fills us with negative thoughts and we end up 
speaking badly of others.  We suffer endlessly! 

Several years ago, the oldest resident of Eretz 
Yisroel, a 112-year-old man, was asked the 
secret of his incredible longevity.  He answered, 
“If something is good for a Jew – it is good for 
me.”  That is how one’s heart remains tranquil. 

If a person is jealous, it means he does not 
have emuna in Hashem!  A person must have 
emuna – we must know that there is Divine 
Providence in this world!  Hashem runs the 
world!  Every person receives what he needs to 
receive!  Jealousy is just huge ego – a person 
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disputes the Creator’s Divine Providence and 
wants to orchestrate the world differently.  How 
can we second-guess Providence?  The world 
has a Director and if Hashem conducts the 
world in this way – accept it and be happy 
and satisfied with His orchestration. 

Everything begins and ends with emuna.  A 
person who has emuna is not envious of 
anyone because he knows that what the other 
person has is what Hashem decided to give to 
him, as per his own correction in life, and has 
nothing to do with us.  When a person has 
emuna – he is automatically happy with his 
lot.  He does not adopt the attitude of “it is 
coming to me.”  He does not think that he is 
worthy of receiving more than everyone else 
receives.  Korach was a distinguished person, he 
was a brilliant and elevated person, but he did 
not subdue his arrogance, he did not merit 
comprehending that this was Hashem’s will – 
Hashem chose Aharon and Moshe and not him.  
He could not submit himself and nullify 
himself to the true tzaddik.  When a person has 
emuna in the Creator of the World, he is not 
jealous of what others have; he is not broken 
when he observes the success of another.  One 
who has emuna understands that each person 
has his own mission in this world; each person 
endures his own challenges in this world to draw 
near to Hashem and to complete his correction. 

Why does it matter to us what others have?  How 
does it affect us?  A person thinks, “If someone 
else has it, I will lose it – so my chances of 
receiving it are diminished.”  He thereby 
“reduces” Hashem, G-d forbid.  Hashem has 
more than enough for E-V-E-R-Y-O-N-E.  There 
are unlimited things that we can covet.  If we 
recognize that we are jealous - we will cry over 
it.  “Please Hashem; help me remember that I will 
reach You via my own path and the pace that you 
set for me.  It is forbidden for me to become 
dejected even if others have far surpassed me, 
whether materialistically or spiritually.”  If 
materialistically – it is certainly forbidden 
because material things are worthless.  Even 
spiritually – a person must do his part without 
comparison to others.  He must do his part vis-

a-vis Heaven, without looking at other people 
– even if it seems as if they are far more 
successful.  On their path, they will have to 
contend with what they have to contend.  On 
their path, they have hard work to do - even if 
they have been serving Hashem for generations.  
Every person has his own inner toil.  Every 
person has his own trail to blaze. 

Everything that happens in the world is to reveal 
Hashem’s glory – even minimal events.  
Everything was created for His honor.  Along 
comes man and perverts creation – taking glory 
for himself.  That is our toughest challenge – to 
recognize that whatever we have is from 
Hashem and any honor accorded us must be 
attributed above, to Hashem.  When we 
genuinely perform mitzvos for Hashem’s honor, 
we can be truly happy for another’s success, 
without jealousy, because our entire goal is to 
give delight to the Creator – what difference 
does it make if it is from us or from someone 
else?  The main thing is to give Hashem 
delight.  If we are jealous of others or suffer 
when they succeed - it is as if we want to 
withhold delight from Hashem, as if we do 
mitzvos for our own glorification, not Hashem’s. 

Let us not fool ourselves.  We all still have 
begrudging eyes.  It is hard for us to see someone 
succeed more than we do.  We must cry intensely 
to Hashem, “Hashem, enough of this begrudging 
eye of mine, I can no longer continue to be 
jealous – save me.  I have no more strength 
for my envy.  Help me remember that I can 
reach You only by way of my unique path that 
You set – having nothing to do with anyone else.” 

Hashem wants us to change our perspective - for 
our entire view of life to be different.  We want to 
say, “Hashem, I know that it is all You, I know 
that everything is exactly as You want it to be, 
not as I wish it were.  I know that I must 
constantly appreciate and be happy about the 
beautiful package that I have received from You - 
without any correlation to what my neighbor 
has.  I know that there are more than enough 
reasons to go through life with joy and positive 
emotions - to be happy even for what does not go 
well or does not work out.  Even for what I am 
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lacking because, whatever I have received and 
whatever I have not received is precisely what I 
need to complete my correction here.  I know 
that my greatest joy is in having a bond with 
You, Father, a personal connection, a warm 
relationship, a bond that fills my entire soul.” 

The definition of a benevolent outlook is to 
love another – as he is – to be happy for him, 
to judge him favorably, to remember that he 
is a Divine creation.  It is a viewpoint that 
always sees the good in every person – because 
everyone has at least some positive aspects.  This 
is a lifelong challenge.  We must pass this to our 
children and grandchildren.  How?  With 
humility – i.e. “Who am I – I am mere flesh and 
blood – I can certainly love others, I can always 
find something in him that I do not possess.” 

A begrudging eye cannot tolerate when someone 
else succeeds, when things are good for another.  
He immediately disqualifies- but he forgets that 
when we disqualify another – we disqualify with 
our own blemishes.  When we notice a defect in 
another – it is a sign that we have that negative 
feature ourselves.  We say something negative 
about someone – we have that same problem. 

Only if we look at our friend with a smile, with 
love - encourage him, praise him – even if he is a 
bit bad - the bad immediately leaves him and he 
suddenly smiles back.  However, first, we must 
learn to judge ourselves favorably – only then 
will we have the strength to judge others 
favorably.  If we do not feel worthwhile – we 
will certainly see only the negatives in others - to 
make ourselves feel better.  However, if we 
recognize our own value, if we elevate ourselves 
and see the amazing aspects within us – we can 
learn to see the amazing points in others and we 
will not begrudge them.  Even if I display many 
negative character traits, even if people say 
terrible things about me and I recognize that 
others are better and more successful than I am 
– I must not feel worthless.  If I denigrate 
myself – I am denigrating the Divine image, 
the Divine soul that Hashem gave me.  I have 
no right to mistreat it.  I have merited being a 
vessel - even if for only a drop of Divine light that 
is reflected in me – is that nothing? 

If a person looks around at others, he will always 
have a begrudging eye.  No matter how much he 
has – he lacks something else.  There is always 
someone of whom to be jealous.  We always lack 
something that someone else has.  However, if 
one looks only to Hashem and not at those 
around him, he lacks nothing and he can shower 
all of the abundance that he receives on others.  
When a person constantly looks to Hashem, he 
looks at every person with a benevolent eye - 
because we are all Hashem’s children.  That is 
the power of a benevolent perspective – it 
seeks the good points that are hidden within 
the depths of a person’s soul.  Even if we 
cannot see it and it appears as if he is all bad, 
such a failure, so terrible – to HKB”H, he is good - 
to the tzaddikim, he is good.  We too must learn 
this way of judging everyone favorably - how 
to love everyone, how to express gratitude 
for anything done for us. 

Strife harms a person more than anything else 
does.  When discord burns in the heart, we 
cannot see or hear anything else.  The 
punishments are terrifying for one who holds on 
to the ways of disputes.  In Heaven, a person 
under the age of twenty is not punished.  Yet, in 
the story of Korach – even nursing babies, born 
that day, were punished.  To this day, in every 
generation, anywhere where there are disputes, 
there are sparks of Korach and his assembly.  We 
must distance ourselves from strife, in every 
area.  There must be nothing in the world over 
which we are prepared to engage in fights.  We 
must not believe anything negative that we hear 
about another Jew, especially about tzaddikim. 

When a person engages in excessive wit and 
mockery – he loses vitality and connection.  
Mockery is worst of all.  Mockery makes a joke of 
everything that we must do in life.  Sometimes, 
we see Jews who yearn to be tzaddikim and they 
accept upon themselves special customs – but 
rather than encourage them, people mock them.  
They spill their blood.  Even if the aspiring 
tzaddik’s actions are mainly superficial – not yet 
internalized, we must not begrudge him - 
because hearts are drawn after actions. 
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 תפילה
 

Master of the World!  There are moments in life in which the heart is filled with emotion, the eyes are moist with feelings 
and we feel so happy, such pleasantness, such love for everyone.  It is suddenly so easy to grapple with our illicit desires and 
negative attributes and we want this state of mind to continue unendingly.  We so love everyone and are so impressed by 
their inner beauty, the light that they radiate - which is really Your light, Father.  We want to offer kind words and, if it 
would not be so embarrassing, we would pour this good that fills us onto every person we pass in the street. 

In these moments, I feel like this is exactly why You created Your world – so that we would experience this dveykus 
(clinging).  So why is it so fleeting?  Why must we return to worries, battles, challenges and downfalls?  Why can we not 
continue like this?  Do you not want us to be tzaddikim, to be good, to think only good, to utter only positive words, for our 
hearts to sing and constantly hum a sweet melody that connects us to You?  So why is it so fleeting, Father?  This is the 
strongest security wall against the yetzer hora and its minions – so why can we not live with it permanently? 

This is not a complaint, Tatty.  It is a request from the depths of the heart, to be more connected to You and to the good and 
beauty in life – constantly.  If it is not possible to have it constantly, at least let it be more often.  More time in Your 
embrace, Tatty.  You have certainly noticed, Father, that these days You are more “Tatty” than “Master of the World” than 
You used to be.  Therefore, my prayer today is a supplication from the depths of my heart: let this embrace never cease. 

Have an awesome, uplifting, and wonderful Shabbos, 

Dov Elias 

Notice: The foregoing is my limited understanding of the Parsha Sheet, Ohr Ha’Emuna, by Harav Menachem Azolai Shlita.  It is not a complete or exact 
adaptation of Ohr Ha’Emuna and is not necessarily even a reliable interpretation of the ideas presented therein.  Ohr Ha’Emuna is published in Hebrew; in 
translation, accuracy is always compromised.  Rav Azolai has not reviewed this material.  Any inaccuracies, omissions or confusion should be attributed 
exclusively to me.  I still hope you enjoy and it provides some chizuk.  Thank you, Mordi Blass, for helping with some of the Hebrew expressions.  Thank you to 
my wife, Devorah, for proofreading and commenting on the “working draft.”     ©Dov Elias 5777.  (973)9-EMUNA-9  
For previous issues and/or to receive this adaptation by weekly email, visit www.tloe.us or email me at Dov@TLOE.us א' דר"ח תמוז תשע"ז– June 24, 2017 

 

Rabbeinu Yonah labels one who shames a Jew 
who yearns for greatness and wants to 
elevate himself as a “hater of G-d.”  It is not 
amenable to him that there are those who love 
the Creator and endeavor to give Him delight.  If 
he truly loved Hashem, even if he himself does 
not have these aspirations, his entire approach in 
life would be to support, encourage and 
stimulate those select few who do long to 
increase Heaven’s glory with their behavior. 

Rebbe Nachman taught that the essence of 
yiddishkeit is to proceed simply and 
wholesomely, without deviousness.  Korach 
was devious.  He tried to be clever.  He asked if a 
tallis made entirely of tcheiles required tzitzis or 
if a house full of sefarim required a mezuzah.  
When Moshe answered “no,” he insulted him.  
Korach explained reality based on his intellect, 
unwilling to accept, with complete emuna, what 
the true tzaddik taught him.  He could not accept 
that the tzaddik was wiser than he was.  He 
followed the illusions of his heart and it brought 
him to destruction.  Korach’s main flaw, even 
though he was a very great man, was that he 
relied on his own intellect.  He felt that he had 
already reached his perfection.  People for whom 

things do not go well and who cannot feel as if 
everything is fine think that they are destitute, 
but, in reality, they are in a place of growth.  
They easily recognize that they have so much to 
do.  Consequently, they grow, they have hope, 
they have connection to HKB”H, tefillos and tears. 

Unity is more precious than gold - greater 
than all else.  It is the source of all of the 
blessings of the Jewish people.  It is forbidden to 
instigate strife amongst Jews, for any reason.  We 
must increase love, forgiveness and patience 
towards brothers, relatives, spouses, children, 
neighbors, acquaintances and every Jew.  We 
must know that the source of every bracha in 
our businesses, in our spiritual and material 
levels - literally depend on love of other Jews 
and the unity that we seek. 

We must escape self-interest and self-absorption 
and adopt a wider view.  We must renounce 
small-mindedness, jealousy, hatred, pedantry, 
stinginess and all other smallness and develop a 
bigger outlook: relating to everyone, giving 
everyone a smile and love, davening for them, 
thinking of them, not feeling superior in any way 
– all to increase Hashem’s honor in the world. 


