
Rashi (10:22-23) explains that, during the plague of darkness, the Jews searched the 
homes of the Egyptians for their wealth. This allowed the Jews to know exactly where 
and how much wealth each Egyptian had to prepare for their exit from Egypt with the 
wealth. Rav Gamliel Rabinowitz, shlita, is astonished with the righteousness of a 
Jew. Imagine the scene: here we have a Jew who is in the home of an Egyptian who 
beat and abused him physically and emotionally. He is free to ransack his house, 
spray graffiti all over his walls, and feel warranted to take money for all the pain that 
was inflicted on him. Yet, the way of a Jew is to be upright and to follow the direc-
tives of Hashem. The Jews were told to search the homes of the Egyptians to know 
where their wealth was and what property they had so, when they leave, they could 
ask the Egyptians for their property and the Egyptians couldn't deny it.  

 

One could say that this is not such a big deal, since they would get the wealth regard-
less when they left. However, how many of us would be able to control ourselves to 
not touch anything in the home of our enemy when there would be no consequence 
for our action. This is a wonderful example of the yashrus of a Jew. R. Manis Mandel, 
the menahel of Yeshiva of Brooklyn, lost his wife while he had small children. After 
school was over, his children would hang out in the school while he would finish up 
things from the day. For entertainment, the children would write on the board with 
chalk. Everyday, before they would go home, he would put some money in the tzed-
akah box to reimburse the school for the chalk that the kids used. Every Jew should 
be identified by his yashrus. 

 

Last week’s Question: 

Where do we find a place where it is forbidden to 

walk or sit but permissible to run? 

Answer: 

It is forbidden to sit under the trunk of an 

Ashairaw…. I there is another road he may 

not walk under it. If therei s no other road he 

may pass under it while running (Rambam 

chap 7:11 Meakum) 

This week’s Question:  

Who in this weeks Parsha was 

resurrected from the died? 

This section is sponsored anonymously as 

a zechus for their children to grow up 

into Yidden that bring Hashem 

tremendous nachas. 

 רבות מחשבות

This week’s parsha has 3 makos. The 
final of these three makos took place on 
the 15th day of Nissan. Each maka took 
place over a month, with 3 weeks of 
warning and 1 week of the maka itself. 
With this timetable we can see a 
fascinating thing. One month before 
makkos bechoros, was the 15th day of 
Adar which is Purim (in Shushan, 
Yerushalayim and other places) and one 
month before that is the 15th day of 
Shevat which is Tu B’shvat. The psukim 
in each of these makkos allude to the 
corresponding Yom Tov. By arbeh the 
pasuk says “the locusts destroyed all the 
crops that remained on the trees after 
the hail”, so this day became the Rosh 
Hashana for trees. The maka of 
choshech started on Purim. The pasuk 
says that during this maka “there was 
light in all the Jewish homes”. This 
refers to the pasuk in Megilas Esther 
“la’yehudim haysa ohra v’simcha”. The 
last maka was the Yom Tov of Pesach. 
Thanks to the Mitzriyim, we were zoche 
to have these days infused with 
miracles. 

The Hidden Miracles of 

Holidays 

The Weichholz family in memory of  Mr. Naftali Trauring ה  “ע נפתלי חיים בן משה צבינ “לע  

Renov Family ה  “ע רב יוסף בן אליהונ ה“לע  

The Farbman  family in memory of  ה “נ מרדכי לייב בן ישראל אנשיל  ע“לע  

 

  

 פרשת  בא

True Yashrus 



Henry was contemplating buying a Powerball ticket. He procrastinate for twenty 20 minutes before he actually bought it. The next day, after they 

drew the number Henry found out that the winning ticket was sold at the very same convenience store that he bought his ticket from.  It was sold 

exactly 20 minutes before he had bought his ticket. Henry obviously was devastated for delaying his  buying his ticket.  

In this week’s parsha we have the famous lesson of what happens when we delay in mitzvos. The Pasuk writes in perek 12 pasuk 17 “Guard the 

Matzos” and Rashi brings from a Mechiltah,  “Just like you have to guard the matzos so they don’t become chometz, so to you must guard a mitzvah 

that it doesn’t become stale.” R’ Hutner zt”l wonders about this Medrash, if you are lax in the making of the matzos then you have chometz which is 

prohibited on Pesach. However if you delay in a mitzvah but eventually fulfill it, the bottom line is you did the mitzvah.  R’ Hutner noted that  there 

is a major difference between these two things, how could the Medrash compare them.  Prepare yourself for the following thought, it is very 

powerful. R’Hutner said “The fact that we compare these two things show us that they are not really different. When a mitzvah comes our way and 

we delay the performance of a mitzvah, it transforms.  It is no longer the same mitzvah.  

The man said “Hitler brought me here; he had to check back 3 generations into my family to find out about my 

religion. If I am “Jew” enough for Hitler, and I am imprisoned with other Jews, then I am “Jew” enough for olam 

haba. It can’t be that I am Yid for this Gehoneim but not a yid for olam haba.” The Rebbe said “ A covenant was 

made with Avraham that the people will serve as slaves , and then they will go out with wealth. 

 Since the Jews were on the 49th level of tumah and they didn’t follow the ways of Avraham, the deal should have 

been voided. What caused Hashem to keep his part of the deal of giving wealth to the Yidden leaving Egypt? Now 

I have an answer, based on what you just told me. Since these  people were “Jews” enough to be considered the 

seed of Avraham to be placed into servitude it follows that they are “Jew” enough to be given the wealth. 

Enough a “Jew”  
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Hashem asked Moshe to make a special effort to prevail upon the Jews to request valuables from their Egyptian neighbors 

(11:2). Rashi explains, unless the Jews did so, the soul of Avraham would have a grievance against Hashem. He would say that 

Hashem carried out in full measure the prophecy that his children would be oppressed, but not the companion promise that 

the Jews would leave their captivity with great wealth [Bereishis 15:14-15]. Why does Rashi include how Avraham is going to 

feel? The main reason that the Jews should get this wealth is because Hashem had a commitment to keep.  

The Klausenberger Rebbe was sleeping on a board in a barrack of a concentration camp during the war. The fellow lying next 

to him whispered that he wanted to tell the Rebbe a secret. He said “you should know that I have a place in Olam Haba” The 

Rebbe looked at him with shock. He said “how could do you know, you are completely irreligious and you tried to get other 

Jews to sin, and you hurt other Jews”.   

Enough a “Jew” (continued) 

פרשת בא   

 Chap a Rhine 


