
 

 

 
 

 

 

Behar 
 

Investing Our Passion 
 

This week’s Torah portion is Parshas Behar. The portion begins (Vayikra 25:1-2): 

 

Hashem spoke to Moshe on Mount Sinai saying: Speak to the Children of Israel and say to them, ‘When you 

come into the land that I shall give you, the land shall rest a Shabbos for Hashem.’  

 

A Jew works during the six days of the week, and then rests on Shabbos, the seventh day. The Land of Israel 

also “keeps Shabbos” – we may work the land for six years, but for the entire seventh year, the year known as 

Shemitah, the land “rests.” No work may be done in the fields in the Shemitah year.   

 

The commandment to observe Shemitah is a daunting one. If we do not plow the land, and plant the crops, and 

reap the harvests, what will we eat? How will we survive?  

 

The Torah (25:20) addresses this very question –  

 

And if you will say, ‘What shall we eat in the seventh year? Behold, we shall not plant and we shall not gather 

in our grain!?’ 

 

Hashem answers (25:21) – 

 

I will command that My blessing be for you in the sixth year, and it will produce grain for the three years! 

 

Hashem guarantees us a blessing; those who keep Shemitah will see that the crops in the sixth will yield a 

food supply that will suffice for the sixth year itself, the entire seventh year, and into the eighth year – until 

such time as that year’s new crops can be harvested.   

 

In the first verse cited above, the Torah mentions that Hashem gave Moshe the commandment to observe 

Shemitah “on Mount Sinai.”  Rashi asks: 

 

What is the relevance of Shemitah in relation to Mount Sinai? 

 

Weren’t all of the mitzvos given to us on Mount Sinai? Why does the Torah mention this detail specifically in 

conjunction with the mitzvah of Shemitah?  
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Perhaps we can answer Rashi’s question with a famous parable of the Dubno Magid: 

 

Once upon the time, there lived a great and powerful king who wanted to build an exquisite palace. The king 

spared no expense in bringing his project to fruition – he bought all of the finest building materials, and hired 

hundreds of workers. The king wanted his throne room to be particularly magnificent, so once it was built, he 

hired the four most brilliant artists in the kingdom to paint and decorate this room. Each artist was given one 

wall, and three months to work on it. The king told them that if their walls found favor in his eyes they would 

each be given a bag of gold! 

 

Three of these artists took their job very seriously. Each one invested all of his heart, talent, and wisdom, to 

paint his wall. The process took the full three months, and when they were finished, the walls were stunning.  

 

The fourth artist, however, didn’t do anything at all over the course of the three months. His wall remained 

bare. He was enjoying the good food and drink available in the palace, and he would sleep late into the day. 

He seemed not to care at all about his responsibility to the king. 

 

The day of the new palace’s inauguration finally arrived. A glorious parade would accompany the king to his 

new home that very afternoon. The three artists awoke early to touch up their masterpieces, and to ensure that 

they would be perfect.  

 

Finally, the fourth artist took action. He arrived late in the morning and covered his wall with a large mirror so 

that the other three walls were reflected in it! The outcome was remarkable – the combined effect of the three 

walls and the mirrored wall was absolutely breathtaking.  

 

The three artists were upset.  

 

“We worked days, weeks, and months – and he wants to receive the same reward as us for hanging up a 

mirror!” 

 

Later in the day, the king arrived at the new palace, as scheduled. He went straight to the throne room and was 

overcome by the beauty of the walls. He turned to the three artists.  

 

“You have certainly earned your reward!” 

 

The king commanded the royal treasurer to hang a bag of gold on each of the walls.  

 

“After the inaugural ceremony, you may take your gold home!”  

 

The fourth artist spoke up.  

 

“And what of me, Your Highness? My wall magnifies the beauty of the other walls, and doubles the effect of 

the wondrous artistry!”  

 



“Ah, yes, it truly does,” agreed the king. “Your wall is more beautiful than the three others combined, and you 

deserve a reward that reflects that!” 

 

“And when can I expect my reward…?” asked the fourth artist. 

 

 “Why, look into the mirror on your wall!” answered the king. “Do you not see three bags of gold? This is 

your reward for the work that you have done!”  

 

When it comes to doing a mitzvah, we might do it because this is what we were trained or told to do, and 

because this is what the people around us are doing. But if we perform a mitzvah in this manner, we are really 

just “mirroring” the act of the mitzvah without connecting with the mitzvah’s essence. 

 

No farmer keeps the laws of Shemitah because the people around him are keeping them. The commandment 

to observe Shmitah requires a very powerful emunah. The farmer’s livelihood – his very supply of food for 

the coming year! – is at risk. Obviously, someone who keeps Shemitah does so because he believes with 

emunah shleimah that Hashem will provide him with everything that he needs, when he needs it. Shemitah is 

a mitzvah that a Jew will, necessarily, perform with passion and a deep belief that this is what Hashem wants 

him to do. 

 

Most mitzvos do not entail the same great risk that shemitah entails. A Jew can perform most mitzvos with 

minimal effort, and without leaving his “comfort zone.” But that is not the right way. By mentioning the 

commandment of Shmitah in conjunction with Mount Sinai, the Torah is teaching us an important lesson. All 

of the mitzvos that we were commanded on Mount Sinai should be performed just like Shemitah – with the 

same passion that comes from the deep belief that this is what Hashem wants us to do.  

 

When a mitzvah comes our way, we should leave our “comfort zone,” and invest the necessary energy to do 

the mitzvah with all of our heart, mind and soul!  

 

Wishing You All An Uplifting Shabbos! 

To donate or receive our parsha sheet email to lifeoftorah@gmail.com 

https://twitter.com/RabbiShteiman 

 

https://twitter.com/RabbiShteiman

