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 This week’s Parsha discusses a woman making a neder (vow) – as the pasuk says, “Her 

husband annulled [her vow] and Hashem will forgive her. “ (Bamidbar, 30: 13). The Gemara 
explains (Nazir 23a) that this pasuk is talking about a man who annuls his wife’s neder without 
her knowledge. If the woman violates her neder afterwards, she did not actually sin since it was 
annulled. However, since she intended to violate the neder, she needs forgiveness from Hashem. 
The Gemara relates that when R’ Akiva would reach this pasuk, he would cry. “A person who 
wants to eat treif and ends up eating kosher needs a Kapparah (atonement). All the more so, a 
person who wants to eat treif and actually eats treif surely needs a Kapparah.” 

 
            The Ohr Yahel asks: What is R’ Akiva teaching us with his comparison? Isn’t it obvious 
that a person who actually eats treif requires forgiveness from Hashem? He explains that there are 
two different types of attitudes in Avodas Hashem. Some people do mitzvos in order to get 
rewarded and refrain from wrongdoing only to avoid punishment. Others don’t think about rewards 
or punishment at all; their sole concern is to do the Ratzon Hashem (will of Hashem). These 
people serve Hashem ‘L’shma’ (wholeheartedly), not for personal gain but only because this is 
the will of the Almighty. Consequently, why does the Torah need to spell out the rewards and 
punishments for each action? If a person is serving Hashem L’shma, he doesn’t care about the 
rewards! He explains that the rewards and punishments are the yardsticks for a person to judge his 
action’s worth in Hashem’s eyes. The greatness of the reward or the severity of the punishment 
shows the value that Hashem places on that action.  

 This can help us understand R’ Akiva’s statement. Obviously, one who eats treif requires 
a Kapparah, but his comparison teaches us about the severity of the aveirah (sin). If someone who 
only had intention to do an aveirah [but did not actually commit the sin] requires a Kapparah, we 
can see the magnitude of someone who actually transgressed. This is why R’ Akiva cried.  

 The pasuk in Iyov (35;7) says, “If you are righteous, what do you give Hashem?” The 
Yesod V’Shoresh Havodah asks: If Hashem does not need us to serve Him, what does He gain 
when we do mitzvos? Chazal explain (Sifri) that our mitzvos are a “pleasant fragrance to Hashem.” 
(Vayikra 1;9).  Hashem says, ‘It is pleasing to me that you fulfil my desires’.  The only thing 
Hashem gains from our mitzvos is the pleasure that we are doing His will. In fact, this is the 
reason that Hashem created man and gave him commandments to fulfill in the first place. Therefore, logic dictates that a person should strive to bring Hashem as much pleasure as he 
possibly can throughout his life. 



From here we learn an incredible thing. The Mesilas Yesharim writes (Ch. 18): 
“Praiseworthy is a man who toils in Torah and brings pleasure to his Creator” (Brachos 17a). 
This is the root of the virtue of Chasidus (piety). Fulfilling the halachic requirement of mitzvos is 
straightforward. However, one who truly loves Hashem doesn’t try to exempt himself by fulfilling 
the minimal obligation. A pious person acts like a son who loves his father and does everything he 
can to bring him pleasure. If his father subtly implies that he desires something, the son will 
immediately do whatever he can to fulfill that desire. Even though the father did not outwardly 
request anything, the son can assume his father’s wishes. He does not need to be told outright or 
multiple times in order to recognize that this is something that will bring his father satisfaction. In 
any loving relationship, a person will not say, “I wasn’t instructed to do more. I will only do what 
I was directly instructed to do.” Instead, from the instructions given he will infer what will bring 
pleasure and satisfaction to the other person.  

 The Mesilas Yesharim continues to explain that someone who truly loves Hashem uses the 
mitzvos as a guide to understanding what brings Hashem pleasure. He realizes, “Now that I know 
that Hashem desires this type of service, I can do more of it.” This is what the Torah means 
when it says, “He brings pleasure to his Creator”. 

 Therefore we find that Hashem derives pleasure when we serve Him with love - by 
expanding on his desires. Someone who tries to get away with the minimal obligation does not 
“bring pleasure to his Creator”. This type of person missed the main purpose of doing mitzvos 
and the reason for his creation, which is only to bring pleasure to Hashem.  

 This concept can be understood logically. Imagine a father asking his son to prepare meat 
and rice for him to eat. His son says, “I will surely prepare food for you. Just tell me, what is the 
smallest portion size I can give you that you won’t die from starvation? Even though I am sure you 
are thirsty, I won’t serve you a drink because you didn’t ask for one.” How would the father feel? 
Can he get pleasure from this behavior? This is exactly how our Father feels when we try to 
search for a leniency and do the bare minimum when doing a mitzvah. The father feels 
pleasure when his son serves him a lavish meal of meat and rice, along with bread, vegetables and 
a glass of wine - all served graciously with a smile. We have to remember that our Father in heaven 
only wants one thing: pleasure from us.  

 May we be zoche to change our attitude in Avodas Hashem and be a source of 
everlasting nachas to Him!    

 

   The Mishna states: “All your actions should be L’shem Shamayim.” 
Even your “L’shem Shamayim” must be L’shem Shamayim. 

 Chidushei HaRim  
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