
secrets of the Torah. When the world will be filled 
with the knowledge of Hashem, we will merit to 
understand them. 

Rav Shternbuch then adds another idea: The To-
rah is teaching us that in order for Klal Yisrael to 
merit the z’chus of Eretz Yisrael, it must endure 
difficulties, with journey after journey, encampment 
after encampment, each stage bringing them one step 
closer to their ultimate destination, the holiest land. 
Every single step that we took is, in itself, exceeding-
ly valuable, for it is another part of Klal Yisrael’s 
preparation and z’chus for their ultimate goal.  

It was truly all the forty-two travels and encampments 
together that formed the enormous merit of having this great 
gift belonging to them alone, eternally. 

Rav Shternbuch, however, adds one more point 
that really allows both explanations to be inter-
twined: These forty-two names and places that hint 
to the very great tzaros of Klal Yisrael’s long galus are 
also the forty-two stages of history that will provide 
their merit for the ultimate geulah. And just as each 
and every specific travel and encampment in the 
desert allowed them to reach Eretz Yisrael, these 
forty-two names and stages of history are bringing 
all of us to the final geulah.  

Every Shabbos we say these powerful words in 
Pesukei Dizimra:  - Gladden us accord-
ing to the days You afflicted us. (Tehillim 90:15) Perhaps 
with the above idea we can explain: Hakadosh Baruch 
Hu, please allow us to rejoice in the geulah with the merit of all 
the affliction we had to endure as a people! Every tzarah, 
every tear, every pain, every difficulty, Hashem 
Yeracheim—please transform it for all of us into the 
ultimate joy and nechama. 

Many years ago, when I informed a very choshuveh Jew 
about the passing of a young father, Rachmana litzlan, he 
turned to me with tears in his eyes and said: “Imagine how 
great the geulah is going to be, in order to wipe away all the 
tears of galus!” 

May Hashem bring us that day very soon… 
Besiyata diShmaya.   
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This week’s Zichron Avinoam is dedicated to a person 
who loved Avinoam and truly learned from his legacy for the 
last decade-plus, emulating his ways and feeling the pride of 
his accomplishments. That very special person is Avinoam’s 
older brother, Benzion, a”h. In a tragedy of epic proportions, 
Benzion passed away this week on the 23rd of Tammuz - just 
two weeks prior to Avinoam’s 11th yahrtzeit. Benzion was a 
person with sterling qualities, who truly personified ‘ahuv al 
hakol’- beloved by all. His untimely passing has struck a very 
deep chord within everyone and will hopefully inspire us all to 
call out to Hashem in this difficult time of Bein Hamitzarim, 
pleading with Him to bring the time of the ultimate Nechama, 
speedily in our day…  

Klal Yisrael sojourned in the desert for forty 
years. Amazingly, in our Parasha the Torah records 
every one of their travels, for all eternity. The 
question we must ask is, why? Why does the Torah 
deem it necessary to record each one? And even 
more so we must try and understand why Klal 
Yisrael assigned names to these paces, especially 
considering the fact that these are just stopping 
points in the desert and not places that people 
would actually settle at a later point.   

In Taam Vodaas, Rav Moshe Shternbuch shlita 
explains it beautifully. He says that there is a 
mesorah from our Sages that all of the tzaros and 
difficulties that Klal Yisrael must endure in this 
bitter galus are hinted at in these forty-two places of 
travel, which also corresponds to the  40-letter 
Name of Hashem. We are unfortunately not able to 
understand the allusions that are contained within 
these names now, but when Hashem’s honor will be 
revealed with the coming of Mashiach Tzidkeinu 
speedily in our day, the gates of wisdom and under-
standing will be opened and the deep secrets of our 
Holy Torah will be revealed to us.  

Every single thing that happened to our people 
from the day that we became a nation up until 
today, and all of the wonders and Divine providence 
Hashem Yisbarach wrought upon us are within the 


