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 נשמת אסתר לאה בת שלום יהודה

             Learning Through Observing  
 From observing great people, one can acquire an 
enormous amount. One can learn from his conduct, his 
speech, Halachos and so on.1  For this reason, Chazal tell 
us גדולה שמושה של תורה יותר מלמודה; attending2 to those 
who study Torah is greater than studying Torah.3 With 
this we can comprehend why R’ Akiva followed R’ 
Yehoshua to the bathroom since they learned different 
things from their Rebbe’s behavior and as they 
commented תורה היא וללמוד אני צריך; his behavior in these 
matters are Torah and I must study it.4 This is the 
meaning in מעשה רב; actual practice is more significant.5

 

  

In light of this, we can grasp the Gemara that 
says כמה טפשאי...ולא קיימי מגברא רבא; how foolish are those 
that they rise before a Sefer Torah but not before a 
Talmid Chochom, since they are a living Sefer Torah as 
they practice its laws and conduct!6   

 

R’ Yoel Sirkis (1561-1640), also known as the 
Bach, in his youth was in the presence of the Mahrashal. 
He had the occasion to observe his actions, deriving 
several halachic conclusions from these observations.  

 

R’ Leib Sarah’s7 (1730-1791) once expressed that 
he would travel to the Magid of Mezerich not to learn 

                                                           
1 One may ask another what Yeshiva he attends. He may answer Brisk, 
the Mir or the like, to which the person is very impressed. A Rebbe once 
remarked that one shouldn’t need to say that he goes to some 
prestigious Yeshiva rather his behavior and character should emanate 
forth from him that it is obvious that he attends such a Yeshiva (See 
Yoma 86a).  
2 Yehoshua- the disciple and successor of Moshe- is described not as the 
student of Moshe but as his attendant- משרת משה (see Ralbag and Gra to 
Yehoshua 1:1)  
3 Brachos 7b. שמוש is also learning just that it is learning the Halachos 
from the conduct of one’s Rebbe (Maharatz Chayes, Brachos 7b, s.v. 
  .(שמושה
4 Brachos 62a. Ben Azai did the same as he followed R’ Akiva to the 
bathroom. That is, although he was already taught these laws by R’ 
Akiva he followed him into the bathroom anyway to witness it (See Gra, 
Imrei Noam). Torah learning becomes much more deeply rooted in 
one’s heart if he sees his teacher actually apply it than if he merely hears 
it from him (Maharatz Chayes, Brachos 7b, s.v. שמושה in the name of the 
Gra. See Maharsha, Brachos 7b, s.v. גדולה). 
5 Nida 65b 
6 Makkos 22b. Incidentally, research has shown that we retain 10 
percent of what we read and 90 percent of what we experience. 
7 The following story is the origin of his name. Sarah, a most attractive 
girl- a modest, G-d-fearing young girl- was the daughter of a Jewish 
innkeeper. The son of a local landowner saw her beauty and wanted to 
marry her. He told his father, "If I cannot have her for a wife, I will die of 
heartbreak." Being that she was the daughter of his Jewish tavern 
keeper, he summoned him the next day, demanding his daughter. He 
asked for some time to think the matter over in which he had a week for 
a reply. How could he break the news to his good, pious daughter, he 
thought. She, too, would rather die than marry a gentile. The family got 
together to devise some way out of their predicament. It was Sarah 
who came up with a plan. What about R’ Yosef the old מלמד; teacher, 
she inquired. This was an old man whom the innkeeper had hired to 
teach his young sons. The man had been with the family for the past 
several years. She suggested that she marry him and then run away, 
leaving the landowner powerless to do anything. In the end, the old 
man was called. He surely had no objections to marrying the lovely 
Sarah, even though he might be risking his life.  Quickly and quietly, they 

Torah rather just to see him put his shoes on and remove 
them, as his actions were Torah.   

  

In this way we can explain 8-וילך משה וידבר 
Moshe’s actions spoke. From just observing Moshe, one 
was able to learn much.   
************************************************ 
  Attached Or Detached?  

Here is a novel explanation in what the 
punishment for sin is: the distancing that is caused by the 
sin, as what could be more pleasurable than attachment 
to Hashem. This is alluded to in  עונתיכם היו מבדלים בינכם לבין

יכם-אלה – the consequence of sin is that it causes 
separation between us and Hashem.9 Likewise, it states 

...תיסרך רעתך ; your evil shall castigate you….10  

 

Conversely the reward for a Mitzva is the 
connection and attachment to Hashem that is caused as a 
result. This is how we can explain שכר מצוה מצוה- the 
reward of a Mitzva is another Mitzva as it brings 
closeness to Hashem.11  

 

This is what Mitzvos do as the Midrash states 
that Mitzvos were given לצרף; to cleanse and purify us.12 
Just as when dirt on a magnet is removed it can now have 
a pull toward metal so too through performing Mitzvos 
we become attached to Hashem. לצרף can also mean 
attach. The Midrash now can be read that the Mitzvos 
were given to us to attach us to Hashem. Indeed, מצוה is 
rooted in צות; to join, togetherness. What could be more 
pleasurable than that?! Those that are connected to the 
source of life- Hashem- are those that are truly happy.   
************************************************ 
         Money That Stays With You Eternally 

Being that either money is taken from the person 
or he is taken from the money,13 one should let his money 
escort him eternally. To do this, one must give it away for 
Mitzvos such as charity. In this way we can explain14  אם

                                                                                                  
married. Then they left for a nearby village. Three days later the 
landowner came for a reply and was shocked to learn what Sarah had 
done to escape marrying his son. He wished not to pursue this any 
longer especially since the marriage had been her own initiative. He was 
aghast that a young, beautiful girl should prefer an old man to a young, 
wealthy and handsome nobleman. Sarah's husband, a hidden Tzaddik, 
had known all along that his employer's daughter was destined to be his 
wife. He told his young bride that since you had the moral strength to 
choose an old man instead of a young duke who would have given you a 
life of luxury and ease, you will be blessed and bear a child whose light 
will shine far and wide and commemorate your name all his days. The 
child that was born to them in the following year was named Aryeh 
(Leib). As he grew up, it was apparent that he was destined for 
greatness. Aryeh's father did not live long to enjoy his young treasure 
and it was Sarah who brought up the child. She lived to have him bear 
the name, R’ Leib Sarah’s, as he was always to be called. 
8 Devarim 31:1 
9  Yeshaya 59:2. Someone once said, “When you feel distanced from G-d, 
ask yourself who moved.” 
10 Yirmiya 2:19. See Nefesh Hachaim 1:12 
11 The opposite is also true- שכר עבירה עבירה (Avos 4:2). In this way we can 
grasp (Iyov 34:11) כי פעל אדם ישלם לו; the actions- whether good or bad- 
one does is itself the payment.  
12 Vayikra Rabba 13:3. This is how we can interpret  רצה הקב"ה לזכות את

 as in לזכות) Hashem wants us to cleanse and purify ourselves ;ישראל...
 I have cleansed my heart- Mishlei 20:9). Therefore He gave us ;זכיתי לבי
Torah and Mitzvos in abundance (See Meshech Chochma, Shemos 
12:21).  
13 Sichas Haran 51  
14 Shemos 22:24 
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 can תלוה when you lend money to the poor, as ;כסף תלוה...
mean to escort as in מלוה מלכה. So, if one wants his money 
to escort him eternally, he must give it to the poor- ... העני

   .as the Pasuk continues ,עמך
 

An article dated February 14, 2007 read that the 
owner of B & H- Herman Schreiber (Satmar Chassid)- until 
10 years ago lived in a small rented apartment on the 
third floor. The house he lives in now he bought from a 
bankrupted, formerly wealthy person who needed the 
money to get back on his feet. He couldn’t find a buyer 
because the house was across the street from a wedding 
hall. In order to help this person out, Schreiber bought his 
house. When he moved into his new home, Schreiber 
didn’t buy a single piece of new furniture rather he 
brought the furniture he had since he got married from 
his old apartment. He doesn’t own a car nor have a 
chauffeur rather he travels with public transportation. He 
flies economy class, wears simple clothing and buys the 
simplest food. He believes being wealthy is a gift from 
Hashem and not something to show off with. Where does 
his money from his 700 million dollar business go? 
Charity. He says that is what money is made for.15        
  

 There was a wealthy person in Tel Shomron 
hospital that didn’t have much longer to live. R’ Elya 
Lopian therefore sent a boy from his Yeshiva in Kfar 
Chassidim to ask the wealthy person to donate money to 
the Yeshiva. Reluctantly, the boy went. But to his chagrin, 
he was shrugged him off being told to return in a week. 
The boy related back to his Rebbe what happened. A 
week later, R’ Elya reminded the boy to go again. He 
went. But by the time the boy arrived at the hospital, the 
wealthy man already died. The boy then told R’ Elya 
Lopian what occurred, adding ממקום  רוח והצלה יעמוד ליהודים

 relief and deliverance will come to us from some ;אחר
other place, meaning Hashem has many emissaries and if 
we are supposed to get the money we will get it some 
other way.16 R’ Lopian replied “I didn’t want his money 
because the yeshiva needs it. I did it for the person who is 
a secular Jew who has few זכותים; merits.” 

  

When the Jewish inhabitants of a town in 
Morocco were captured and put up for sale as slaves, the 
Abarbanel (1437-1508) gave a nice sum of his own money. 
He also arranged for the collection of the remaining funds 
for the remaining ransom. 
  

Howard Schultz, the CEO of Starbucks, once 
went with a group of secular Jewish businessmen to 
Eretz Yisroel and visited R’ Nosson Tzvi Finkel. R’ Nosson 
Tzvi asked them if they knew the lesson that should be 
learned from the Holocaust.  After they each offered 
answers (it should never happen again, etc.), R’ Nosson 
Tzvi related that when the Jews were on the cattle cars, 
they stood packed tightly without any food, drinks or 

                                                           
15 We must internalize that everyone dies and the wealth is just left for 
others. (See Tehillim 49:7-12).  
16 Esther 4:14. The sustenance one receives is not a gift of others’ 
goodwill rather it is set aside from heaven (Yoma 38b, Rashi s.v. ומשלך). 
Indeed, one explanation in the redundancy of נתון תתן (Devarim 15:10) is 
that the money one gives the עני is already decreed from heaven. That 
is, that money you gave is essentially given. The question is who will 
have the merit to give it.   

light for hours on end. They endured terrible suffering. 
When the train stopped, they disembarked in the freezing 
weather. The Nazis handed out one blanket to every sixth 
person to share with the other five. The person that 
received the blanket had the option of keeping the 
blanket for himself or sharing it with the five others. They 
chose to share it. So too, he said, turning to the 
businessmen, you who have the wealth should share the 
blanket.17  
************************************************ 
                  Mussar  

Many make an emphasis on learning Mussar18 during 
the month of Elul as it has the power to awaken us to do 
Teshuva. The Chida writes that the Chazal stating Torah being 
the antidote for the Yetzer Hara19 refers to Mussar.  

  

Where does the word מוסר come from? (1) One 
explanation is that it is connected to אוסר; bind as in  פתחת

20למוסרי . This is because it disciplines us. (2) Another meaning is 
that it is related to אוסר; bind, since it brings a connection to 
Hashem and binds us to Him. (3) מוסר also means to give over 
like מסורה since one really needs to dedicate himself in that it 
takes much effort to improve oneself. (4) מוסר can also mean to 
remove as in 21ועשה טוב סור מרע  since through internalizing 
Mussar, we remove evil (bad traits and the like) from within us. 

 

A genuine person loves Mussar as in  אהב מוסר אהב דעת

 he who hates rebuke is a boor,22 since it helps… ;ושנא תוכחת בער
one grow and become greater.23 In fact, אדם forms an acronym 
for 24.אוהב דעת מוסר It is said that the Sefas Emes learned Mesilas 
Yesharim 100 times. R’ Shmuel Wosner related that R’ Pinchas 
Koritzer (1728-1790) learned the Mussar Sefer Chovas Halvavos 
1,000 times and only then merited what he merited!25

 

 

R’ Simcha Bunim of Peshischa (1765-1827) once came 
to his teacher when he looked sick. When his teacher asked 
what was wrong, he replied that someone humiliated me to the 
core of my being. When asked what his reply was, R’ Simcha 
Bunim answered “I kissed him.” His teacher insisted on knowing 
who embarrassed him. R’ Simcha Bunim told him it was the 
Sefer Shevet Mussar as he explained- when I read it, I felt so 
humiliated because I realized how many faults I have. When I 
calmed down, I kissed the Sefer for enlightening me.26  
 

Mussar requires repetition27 in order for it to get 
internalized. This is indicated in the word תוכחה; rebuke as it is 
rooted in תוך since Mussar should be taken very deep in one's 
heart.  

                                                           
17 It has been said, “A person acquires wealth and then the wealth 
acquires the person” (Keser Chochma, 16:8).  
18 The Shaar Hatziyon (1:26) informs us that it is a bigger obligation to 
learn Mussar than Mishnayos.  
19 Kidushin 30b. Birkei Yosef, Orach Chaim 1:9.  
20 Tehillim 116:16 
21 Tehillim 34:15, 37:27 
22 Mishlei 12:1 
23 When the Viznitzer Rebbe- the Imrei Chaim (1888-1972)- took walks 
prior to davening, he would review Mesilas Yeshaim by heart. Every day 
he would continue from the previous day where he left off.  
24  Otherwise, he is וכחותתונא שער ב –בשת ; a boor is one who hates rebuke- 
as the Pasuk concludes. 
25 Hakdamas Lev Tov 
26 Simchas Yisrael, pg 29 
27 As the Mesilas Yesharim (Hakdama) writes: the benefit of Mesilas 
Yesharim is a function of continuous review as then one is reminded of 
that which, by nature, people are prone to forget. He will then take to 
heart the duty he tends to overlook.  


