
3  The Chazon Ish 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

בך... )ח:יז( משליחכי אם אינך משלח את עמי הנני   
For if you do not send out My people, behold, I shall incite against you… (8:17) 

Rabbeinu, the Chida in his Sefer “Chomas Anach”, wrote that the word   משליח
contains the same letters as the word למשיח. This is to hint to us that all the signs that 
HaKadosh Baruch Hu did to the Egyptians in Egypt, He will perform them again in the 
future in the days of Moshiach, as it states (Michah 7:15):  כימי צאתך מארץ מצרים אראנו

  .As in the days when you left the land of Egypt I will show it wonders – נפלאות
(Umatok HaOhr) 

 

Staten Island Z’manim 

 לכל זמן ועת
 

In this week’s Parshah, Hashem directed Moshe, “When Pharaoh will ask you to 

prove yourselves, tell Aharon to throw down his stick and it will become a snake” (7:9). 

Rav Meir Shapiro explains that Moshe claimed that the Jewish people are only in such a 

low state because they are enslaved in Egypt, but when they will leave Egypt they will 

aspire to greatness. Pharaoh questioned how Moshe and Aharon could be so sure of this, 

that the people could change when Moshe was in charge. To this point, Hashem directed 

Moshe to take the stick, which was holy, and thrown on the ground. Once it went into 

Pharaoh’s domain— on the ground, it became a snake. However, when Aharon picked it 

up it returned to being a stick. This demonstrated that although the Bnei Yisroel were on 

such a low level under Pharoah, they could be elevated under the leadership of Moshe. 

We all have amazing potential, we just have to ensure that we are in the proper  

environment for us to grow and shine! 
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7.  One should be careful not to stumble with vows or 

promises, and not to deceive others,  

whether with money or with words 
The Alter of Kelm, Rav Simchah Zissel Ziv teaches that 

Mitzvos that are Bein Adam L’Chaveiro, between man and his 

friend, are not intended to simply promote peace and harmony, 

rather, the purpose to these Mitzvos is because Hashem commanded 

us to do them, and through this, we will ultimately grow closer to 

Hashem. Therefore, whoever excels at dealing with others, will 

easily excel when it comes to his relationship with Hashem, and one 

who honors his word when it comes to his friends, will also easily 

honor his promises that he made to Hashem, which was done either 

in times when he was suffering or on Yom Kippur. At the same 

time, if one has no difficulty lying and cheating others, he will also 

have no difficulty lying and cheating when it comes to Hashem. 

The Chofetz Chaim, zt”l, advised one of his students who was 

about to become a Rav in a community: “Practice what the Torah 

directs us. A Rav must always first justify his actions before 

Hashem, and only then should he try to satisfy his community. If it 

is the other way around, and he tries to please his congregants 

before he tries to please Hashem, he will not succeed with either 

Hashem or his community. This is not only wrong, but it is 

deception, and is doomed for failure!”  
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Pearls of Wisdom…   A Word for the Ages 
A story is told about the Chofetz Chaim, that early one morning, on a cold 

winter day, the Chofetz Chaim was still in bed and felt tired. His Yetzer Hara 

said to him, “Why don’t you take the day off today? You are an old man and 

you work so hard. Rest a little longer!” The Chofetz Chaim countered the Yetzer 

Hara and said, “Why don’t you take the day off? You have been around much 

longer than me, which means that you are much older than I am, and yet, you 

never take a day off! You are out every day without stop, trying to get people to 

stumble. Therefore, I won’t take the day off either!” 

 

 B’Kitzur… Hilchos Tefilah 
Some Halachic authorities rule that if a disqualifying factor is found in a 

Sefer Torah in one of the five Chumashim, it is still permitted to use that 

Torah to read from it in another book. For example, if the error is in Sefer 

Bereishis, it may be used to read from Sefer Shemos, and all the Brachos can 

be said over it. One can rely on this opinion if there is a very pressing 

need. Nevertheless, by Shabbos Minchah, this Torah should not be used for 

Laining, because there is no obligation to Lain at this time, since it was only 

instituted for the sake of those who can’t come to Shul on Mondays and 

Thursdays to hear Laining. (Kitzur Shulchan Aruch 24:10) 
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 L’Maaseh      
There was a man living in Eretz Yisroel who was struggling to make 

ends meet. His debts were piling up and his family’s needs were increasing. 

Traveling abroad to try and collect funds was too expensive, so he decided 

that during tourist season, he would visit some of the hotels to see if he 

could find someone wealthy that might be able to help him. He made his 

way to the lobby of the Sheraton Plaza hotel in Yerushalayim, which was 

bustling with visitors from all over the world. He looked around the lobby 

for a few moments, and he noticed a wealthy American man who had come 

with his family. Never having done this before, he shyly approached the man 

and asked if he could speak to him for a moment. The American looked up 

at him and after a second, nodded in agreement. The poor man introduced 

himself and with heartfelt sincerity, he described some of the problems he 

was currently dealing with. The wealthy man had heard many of these type 

of stories before and was generally unfazed when approached by collectors, 

but he had always tried to give generously to many similar cases. This time, 

though, he listened intently as the other man spoke, staring deliberately at 

him, and giving his full and undivided attention. When the poor man 

finished speaking, the American said, “Reb Yid, if you don’t mind, please 

come upstairs to my hotel room, and I will give you a check.” Once upstairs, 

the rich man took out his checkbook and wrote out a check for $20,000! He 

handed it to the collector, who was surprised and speechless, and said, “If 

you come back to me tomorrow, I’ll give you another check.” The man 

returned the next day, and once again, the rich man wrote out another check 

for $20,000! This was unbelievable to the collector and gave the rich man a 

warm hug. He could not resist asking what caused this Tzaddik to act with 

such amazing generosity. The wealthy man wiped some tears from his eyes 

and explained, “Many years ago, I was learning in a Yeshivah in America. 

My parents had passed away when I was young, and I was pretty much on 

my own. Baruch Hashem, I became engaged to a wonderful girl, but as I had 

no one to turn to for help and very little money of my own, I quickly realized 

that it was going to be tough arranging the wedding by myself. I budgeted 

the little money that I had and began to act. First, I approached a local 

catering hall and told them my situation, and that I had only a small, 

specific, amount of money that I can pay out over a number of months. If 

they would be willing to work with me, I would make the wedding there. 

Amazingly, they agreed. Next, I spoke to a nearby florist and made the same 

offer. They, too, agreed. Finally, I entered a tailor shop and inquired about a 

Chosson suit, with the identical pay-out plan, and the wonderful proprietors 

were happy to help me. A few days before my Chasunah, I went to a 

friend’s wedding and realized what I had forgotten. The band playing there 

was so lively and entertaining, that I regretted not having any more money 

for music. I gathered some courage and approached the keyboard player. I 

told him the circumstances I was in, that I was an orphan trying to make a 

wedding on my own, that I had no money to pay, and I asked him if he 

might be available on the night of my wedding, and if he wasn’t busy that 

night, it would mean so much to my Kallah and to me if he could enhance 

our Simchah with his music, noting how talented he was at it. He told me he 

would think about it, and I walked away. I didn’t know if he would agree or 

not, but I had no other options at the moment, and I did my Hishtadlus.” The 

rich man’s eyes began to shine with delight, and he continued, “On the night 

of my Chasunah, when I came to the hall, this keyboard player was already 

there, happily setting up an entire sound system, and his music that night 

was somehow extra special, and it literally made the wedding lively, joyous, 

and memorable!” The collector was listening spellbound. The man said, 

“You don’t recognize me, and you may not even remember me, but you 

were the keyboard player at my Chasunah years ago, and I can’t tell you 

how thankful I am to you for the amazing act of kindness that you did for 

me. Hashem arranged things where I am now able to pay you back for your 

Chesed, and properly thank you!” 
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 בס"ד

We say in Az Yashir, “Azi V’Zimras Kah, Va’Yehi Li 

L’Yeshua”, Hashem is my strength and song, and He was a 

salvation for me, which we sang with Moshe Rabbeinu after we 

went through the Yam Suf. Rav Shimon Schwab, zt”l, interprets this 

Pasuk as: My faith in Hashem developed into my salvation, which 

we have now experienced with Krias Yam Suf. Rav Schwab teaches 

us that despite the difficult circumstances that our ancestors have 

lived through throughout the generations, there were many among 

them whose Emunah and Bitachon, their faith and trust in Hashem, 

has elevated their lives above all of their suffering. It was this 

strengthening and devotion to loyally trusting in Hashem, despite 

all types of afflictions that they were subjected to, which led to their 

salvation! 
 

Rav Elchonon Wasserman, zt”l, the Rosh Yeshivah of the 

Baranovitch Yeshivah, visited the United States in the 1930’s to 

raise funds for his Yeshivah. He was accompanied by some of his 

students, who felt privileged to help the great Tzaddik in his efforts. 

Once, a student brought him to visit a wealthy man who was known 

to be a very generous Baal Tzedakah. The Bachur was confident that 

the meeting would be successful, but unfortunately, the man 

declined to give them a donation, and they left empty-handed. The 

Bachur felt dejected and sat down on the steps to the mansion.     

Rav Elchonon softly asked him, “Why are you upset?” The young 

man answered, “This man has the ability to support the whole 

Yeshivah for a year, and he sent us away, acting as if he doesn’t have 

the ability to give even one dime!” Rav Elchonon smiled and said, 

“The Torah tells us that Moshe was told to choose Betzalel to build 

the Mishkan. Let us assume that Moshe went around and asked 

where he could find Betzalel, and he was told that Betzalel could be 

found in the Bais Medrash. Moshe went into the Bais Medrash and 

asked someone, ‘Are you Betzalel?’ and the man said no. Should 

Moshe have been upset? Of course not! It’s not that man’s fault that 

he was not Betzalel. He was not born Betzalel and his job was 

obviously not to be Betzalel. Moshe went to another man. Are you 

Betzalel? Again, that person said no. Should Moshe have been angry 

with him? Again, of course not! Well,” continued Rav Elchonon, 

“You can't be upset with that man either. He is just not the man that 

was chosen by Hashem to help us!” Rav Elchonon taught him that 

everything is form Hashem, and that Hashem has plenty of 

messengers. If plans doesn’t work out with something, or if we are 

let down by someone, we must know that it is Hashem’s message to 

us that He does not want things to work out in that way just yet, or 

the person that disappointed us was not the right messenger from 

Hashem. The correct path to take is to see Hashem in every situation 

and with every person we deal with, and trust that He is ‘working the 

scene’ to our greatest benefit! 
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אלעזר בן שרה לרפואה שלמה:  
 רפאל חיים שאר ישוב בן באבא חיה רבקה

 יחיאל ברוך הלוי בן ליבה גיטל
 בתוך שאר חולי ישראל


