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 מ ה י מ ש פ ט י ם ג ג ז

 ש ש מ א ה י ה מ ה נ ק ד

 ה ל  נ צ פ ר ה ש ב י  ב י

 ל ש מ ר א ה י ר פ א כ ך

 ג י ב ג י  א מ ם ל ס פ נ

 ת ב ש ל א ת י י ו ו ד ז

 א מ י י ה י ר ת א ן ש ק

 ק מ ח ם ף ש ה ו כ ו ם י

 פ ל מ ו ק ש ן מ  ב ב ב ם

 ו כ ו ד א נ ע י ע ב ע  ב

 ר ת ם ו ן צ  ה ג ב ל ו ב

 כ ח מ  ר ן ב ת ח ת י ת ר

 כסותה ירפא אסון משה

 תצא תחת בור יגח

למוקש  תבשל רגלים לשמר  
 

    Most of this Parsha’s Mitzvos are found in which Order of Mishna  BONUS 



ANSWER KEY 

  

 מ ה י מ ש פ ט י ם ג ג ז

 ש ש מ א ה י ה מ ה נ ק ד

 ה ל  נ צ פ ר ה ש ב י  ב י

 ל ש מ ר א ה  י ר פ א כ ך

 ג י ב ג י  א מ ם ל ס פ נ

 ת ב ש ל א ת י י ו ו ד ז

 א מ י י ה י ר ת א ן ש ק

 ק מ ח ם ף ש ה ו כ ו ם י

 פ ל מ ו ק ש ן מ  ב ב ב ם

 ו כ ו ד א נ ע י ע ב ע  ב

 ר ת ם ו ן צ  ה ג ב ל ו ב

 כ ח מ  ר ן ב ת ח ת י ת ר

 

BONUS ANSWER:    נזקים 
 

Amalek 
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PARSHA SUDOKU 

 פרשת משפטים 
Place the letters (or image) into each box so that each row across and each column 

down and each box-square will contain all the letters (or images). Remember that 

each letter or image may appear only once in any row, column, or box-square 

BEGINNERS LEVEL (6 x 6) 

 א י ן כ ס ף
 

 ן כ   א י

      

   י ף  

   כ ן  

      

 ף ס   כ ן

INTERMEDIATE LEVEL (9 x 9) 

ר  ב ע ו ח מ ש ה  א 
 

 ר     א ב  

  ב א   ה ע ח 

  ח  ב ו ר  ש 

 ע     ח ר  

  ו ש    ה מ 

   ב א     ו

  א  ש מ ב  ה 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ADVANCED LEVEL (9 x 9) 

ר  ב ע ו ח מ ש ה  א 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  ה מ ע   ח ר 

   ו ה     ש

 ע    ב    א

  ו  ע  מ  ח 

   ר ו  ח ה  

 ה  מ    א  ו

  ר      מ 

 ח  ש    ר  ב

   ע מ  ה ו  

  ח  ב  א  ר 

 ו    ח    ש



 

 

   FOUR OF THESE IN THE WEEK’S PARSHA       

 

 



ANSWER KEY 
BEGINNERS LEVEL (6 X 6)   

 א י ן כ ס ף
 

 ן כ ף ס א י

 י א ס כ ן ף

 א ן י ף ס כ

 ס ף כ ן י א

 כ י ן א ף ס

 ף ס א י כ ן

INTERMEDIATE LEVEL (9 x 9) 

ר  ב ע ו ח מ ש ה  א 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ADVANCED LEVEL (9 X 9) 

ר  ב ע ו ח מ ש ה  א 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 ר ש ה ח ע א ב ו מ

 ו ב א מ ש ה ע ח ר

 מ ח ע ב ו ר א ש ה

 ע מ ח ו ה ש ר ב א

 א ו ש ר ב ע ה מ ח

 ה ר ב א ח מ ש ע ו

 ח א ר ש מ ב ו ה ע

 ש ה מ ע א ו ח ר ב

 ב ע ו ה ר ח מ א ש

 ע ה ח ש ב ר מ ו א

 א ו ב ע ה מ ש ח ר

 מ ש ר ו א ח ה ב ע

 ה ע מ ח ר ב א ש ו

 ב ר ו א ע ש ח מ ה

 ח א ש ה מ ו ר ע ב

 ר ב ע מ ש ה ו א ח

 ש ח ה ב ו א ע ר מ

 ו מ א ר ח ע ב ה ש



PARSHA GEMATRIA 

Mishpatim משפטים 

 

 30+6    כי

 6+8+4+30+400    תראה

 400+8+400    חמור

 20+10    שנאך

 70+40+6   292 רבץ

 400+70+7+9    תחת

 200+2+90 292   משאו

 70+7+2    וחדלת

 400+200+1+5    מעזב

 300+50+1+20    לו

 8+40+6+200    עזב

 40+70+7+2    תעזב

 40+300+1+6    עמו

Bonus:      __________       Total Gematria value    

)שמות כג, ה( כי תראה חמור שנאך רבץ תחת משאו וחדלת מעזב לו עזב תעזב עמו  

If you see the donkey of your enemy lying under its load you would want to refrain from helping; you 

must help him unload 

 

 

Instructions:  Using the key below for the numeric value of each Hebrew letter, determine:  

1. On the left side enter the numeric value of each word taken from a portion of a verse in the Parsha; 

then place that value in the blue column.   

2. On the right side determine the product of the math operations; then place that value in the tan 

column.   

3. Then match the numbers from the right side to the left side by drawing a line. 

 

http://chinuch.org/clipart_view.php?id=279


It All Adds Up – Pashas Mishpatim 

Fill in the missing numbers so each row, column, and diagonal each adds up!  

• The missing numbers are Hebrew letters valued between 1 and 400.  

• The numbers in each row add up to the number at the right of the row.  

• The numbers in each column add up to the number at the bottom of the column.  

• The numbers in each diagonal line add up the number to the right and above or below the 

diagonal. 

• Use Hebrew letters to enter the missing numbers. 

Bonus: After completion, circle the Hebrew word for the first subject in the Parsha 

    
 

129 

 439 מ  פ ט 

 128  ו  ד ח

 556 ש  מ ר י

 744  א ש ג 

 126 ע ב   ם

468 226 494 315 490 125 

Hebrew Letters’ Numerical Value 

 א ב ג ד ה ו ז ח ט י כ ך

20 10 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1 

 ל מ ם נ ן ס ע פ ף צ ץ ק ר ש ת

400 300 200 100 90 80 70 60 50 40 30 

 



 

 

 

 

ANSWER KEY 

 

     129 

 439 מ ש פ ט י

 128 ם ו ע ד ח

 556 ש ו מ ר י

 744 ם א ש ג ת

 126 ע ב ד י ם

468 226 494 315 490 125 

 

 

 

 

 



 
DAMAGING ANIMALS 

ִכי לה, כא שמות ף-ְ -ֶאת ְוַגם ַכְסּפֹו-ֶאת ְוָחצּו ַהַחי ַהּׁשֹור-ֶאת ּוָמְכרּו ָוֵמת ֵרֵעהּו ׁשֹור-ֶאת ִאיׁש-ׁשֹור ִיגֹּ
 :  ֶיֱחצּון ַהֵמת

(Rashi based on Bama Kama 34a) When one’s owned animal strikes and causes death to an animal owned by 

another (for example, kicking, goring with its horns, pushing with its body, or biting with its teeth), then the 

owner of the attacking “live” (the damager) animal must be half the damages (since the damager animal is 

still considered a “Tam”) to the owner of the second “dead” (the damaged) animal, up to the value of the 

damaged animal.  

The verse directs that the “live” animal and the “dead” animal are sold for their current value and the two parties 

share in the value. 

The verse says the two parties each lose half the value of their investment. 

    Example 1    

 

 

 QUESTION #1: An Ox worth $200 gores for the first time an Ox worth $200, and the carcass is now worth 

$50. Each party would end up with $125. 

Please explain how each party ended up with $125. 

However, this can not be the proper law if both animals were not of the same value at the time of the damage. 

If the law of splitting the values were applied, then sometimes the owner of the “damager” could actually be 

making a profit. 

    Example 2  

 

 

 

QUESTION #2: An Ox, worth $40, gores for the first time an ox whose carcass is worth $120. 

Please explain the amount of “profit” the owner of the “damager” would make 

Similarly, the owner of the “dead” animal could make an unjustified profit.  

    Example 3 

 

 

 

 

 QUESTION #3: An Ox worth $100 gores for the first time an Ox worth $20, and the carcass is now 

worth $4. Please explain the amount of “profit” the owner of the “damaged” could make. 

Therefore, the final law places maximums on both parties 

The owner of the “damaged” animal can not collect more than the value of half of his loss. 

The owner of the “damager” animal can not receive more than the value of his “live” animal 

What would be the payment received by the owner of the “damaged” animal in the following cases: 

 QUESTION #4:  An Ox worth $150 gores for the first item an Ox worth $100, and the carcass is worth $20. 

 QUESTION #5: An Ox worth $100 gores for the first time an Ox worth $250, and the carcass is worth $125. 

Both animals were worth the same prior to the damage.  The value of the carcass, 

whether a little or a lot, would not matter.  Each party would share equally in the 

sold, current value of the animals.  The Gemara says this is the case of this verse. 

  

The carcass of the “dead” animal is worth more than the value of the 

“live” animal.  In this example the owner of the “damager” animal, would 

make a profit. 

 An Ox worth $20 gores an Ox worth $100, and the carcass is now 

worth $50 

In this example the first “live” animal is worth more than twice the value of the 

second.  Thus, half the value of the “live” animal is worth more than the original 

value of the “dead” animal.  The owner of the “damager” animal is guilty of no 

more than negligence (since no idea his animal was a killer) and thus, should not 

be made to pay more than the original value of the “dead” animal. 



 QUESTION #6: An Ox worth $200 gores for the first time an Ox worth $100, and the carcass is worth $50. 

ANSWER SHEET 

QUESTION #1: An Ox worth $200 gored an Ox worth $200, and the carcass is now worth $50. 

 Each party would end up with $125. 

Please explain how each party ended up with $125 

The dead carcass was sold for $50; the live animal for $200, for a total of $250. Divided equally by the 

two parties, each receives $125. 

 

QUESTION #2: An Ox, worth $40, gores an ox whose carcass is worth $120. 

Please explain the amount of “profit” the owner of the “damager” would make 

Sell both animals for a total of $160.  Both receive $80 (damager ox’s was worth $40, and would now 

receive $80). Not allowed according to final law. 

 

QUESTION #3: An Ox worth $100 gores an Ox worth $20, and the carcass is now worth $4. 

Please explain the amount of “profit” the owner of the “damaged” would make 

Sell both animals, for a total of $104.  Both receive $54. (Original value $20, but would receive $54). 

Not allowed according to final law. 

 

What would be the payment received by the owner of the “damaged” animal in the following cases: 

 QUESTION #4:  An Ox worth $150 gores an Ox worth $100, and the carcass if worth $20 

Sell both animals for a total of $170. Divide equally each would receive $85. Except owner of 

“damaged” ox lost $80, and can not collect more than one-half (in the case of a Tam), which 

would cap the recovery at $40 

 

 QUESTION #5: An Ox worth $100 gores an Ox worth $250, and the carcass if worth $175 

Sell both animals for a total of $225. Divide equally each would receive $127.50. However, the owner 

of the “damager” ox can not receive more the value of the ox that gores, which limits their 

recovery to $100. 

 

 QUESTION #6: An Ox worth $200 gores an Ox worth $100, and the carcass if worth $50 

Sell both animals for a total of $250. Divide equally each would receive $125.   

 

 

 

OBJECTIVE:  FAMILIARITY WITH THE PATTERNS WITHIN JEWISH LAW 

AGE GUIDE:  NINE YEARS OLD AND OLDER (THROUGH ADULT) 



P L E A S E   T E L L   M E   W H A T   T H E   R E B B E   S A I D 

==================================================== 

 

 

"What kind of mitzvos will we be reading about in this week's parshah?" Mrs. Kirsh 
asked her class.  

"Mishpatim," came the reply in chorus.  

"That wasn't too hard to figure out, was it?" said Mrs. Kirsh with a smile. "It's right 

there in the name of the parshah. Now, let's remind ourselves of the difference 
between the three types of mitzvos. You mentioned mishpatim, so we'll start with 

them. What type of mitzvos are mishpatim?"  

Rachel raised her hand. "Mishpatim are mitzvos which we can understand, like not 
stealing and not hurting others. Most people agree that everyone should obey them 

so we can live peacefully and happily with each other."  

"The next type is eidus," said Batsheva. "These are mitzvos which we would probably 
not have thought of on our own. HaShem tells us to keep them as reminders of 
events that happened to the Jewish people, like Pesach or Sukkos."  

Mrs. Kirsh nodded. "And the third type?" she asked.  

"They are the chukim," Faige answered. "We were not taught the reasons for these 
mitzvos. We keep them only because HaShem commanded us to do so."  

"When you say 'We were not taught the reasons for chukim,' does that mean that 

there are no reasons?" Mrs. Kirsch asked.  

"Perhaps," suggested Shaindy. "We could say they are above reason. That would 
make it clearer."  

"Very good, Shaindy," replied Mrs. Kirsh. "Chukim show a very deep connection 
between a Jew and HaShem. That connection is far above our understanding.  

"Now I would like to ask you a 'thinking question.' Parshas Mishpatim comes right 
after Mattan Torah. At Mattan Torah, everything was overwhelming and 
supernatural. The mountain was afire, the people heard lightning and saw thunder. 

The entire world stood still and the voice of HaShem filled the air. These wonders 
are above our understanding; they are very different from our day-to-day lives.  

"Now, which of the three types of mitzvos would you expect to follow Mattan Torah?"  

"Chukim," Esther called out. "They would fit into the way the Jewish people felt at 

Mattan Torah: above reason, far from understanding, doing what HaShem wants 
just because He is so great."  

"Yet, girls," continued Mrs. Kirsh. "We see that the mitzvos that follow Mattan Torah 

are mishpatim, mitzvos which we can understand. This shows us that we must take 
the overwhelming holiness of Mattan Torah and bring it down into our understanding. 
HaShem doesn't want the Torah to stay above reason. He wants us to make the 

Torah part of ourselves."  

(Adapted from Likkutei Sichos, Vol. III, Parshas Mishpatim) 

 

 

 



 

Parsha Pizzazz – Mishpatim 

The Set Table 

At last! The Jews had their long-awaited encounter with 

HaShem at Mount Sinai! They had stood at the foot of 

the mountain and heard the Ten Commandments spoken 

by HaShem Himself and by their great teacher, Moshe. 

It was a tough act to follow, but there was more to come 

. . . 

To be able to live the way HaShem wanted them to, the 

Jews needed detailed instructions. Moshe was told to 

present the Torah's laws like a "set table." (In Hebrew, 

the expression is "Shulchan Aruch," which is the name of the book containing the Code of Jewish Law 

compiled by Rabbi Yosef Karo in Tzfat, Israel, in the 16th century.) When you set a table, you lay out the 

plates, silverware, and glasses in a neat and orderly way -- and that's just how Moshe explained the laws to 

the Jewish people. 

HaShem began by teaching His laws for how one person should act toward another person. These laws are 

called "mitzvot bein adam l'chavero" -- commandments between a person and his friend. (Later they would 

learn more about the "mitzvot bein adam l'Makom," how Jews should act toward HaShem.) 

These laws between people are also called mishpatim -- which is the name of this parsha. 

But before getting into the details of the mishpatim, HaShem laid down the ground rules. All court cases 

between Jews must go to a Jewish court of law, called a Beit Din, and not to a regular, non-Jewish court -- 

even if the non-Jewish court would decide the case the exact same way. 

And now, presenting a sampling of important mishpatim from this week's parsha. 

 
How To Treat A Slave 

Long ago, some Jews had slaves -- other Jews who were sold by the Beit Din as punishment for stealing 

money and not being able to repay it. A thief could be sold for as long a period of time it takes to repay the 

amount stolen, but no longer than six years. In the 

seventh year he was sent free. 

You might think that since the slave is being punished, 

his master could treat him any way he wanted. 

Absolutely not! There were strict rules about how a 

master could treat his slave. In fact, he had to be very 

nice to him! The servant had to be treated more like a 

brother than like a slave. Here are some examples: 

   - A master had to give his slave the same tasty food 

he himself ate, and the same comfortable kind of bed 

he himself slept on -- soft, fluffy pillows and all.  

 - He was not allowed to insult his slave by giving him embarrassing or unpleasant jobs to do.  

 - And he definitely wasn't allowed to ask his slave to do "busy-work," like washing the floor ten times in one 

day even if it wasn't dirty.  

Now you can see why it says in the Talmud (Kiddushin 20a), "Whoever buys himself a slave, it is as if he has 

bought himself a master!" 



Slaves were treated so well that sometimes the slave wouldn't want to leave his master when the six years 

were up. He might say, "I love my master - I don't want to go free!" Well, that's not what HaShem had in 

mind when He gave the rules about keeping slaves. Slaves are supposed to go free after six years, so that they 

can go back to serving their true Master, HaShem, with 100% of their energy. If a slave still insists on 

continuing to work for his master even after the six years are up, then the Torah gives a special procedure that 

he must follow in order to stay. 

 
"An Eye for an Eye" --- It's not what you think 

 "An eye for an eye, a tooth for a tooth, a hand for a 

hand" -- this is probably one of the most 

misunderstood statements in the Torah. Throughout 

the ages people have used this verse incorrectly to 

justify revenge in the literal sense. In some societies, 

the government would actually knock out someone's 

tooth as a punishment for his knocking out someone 

else's tooth! 

 However, Jewish law (based on the Oral Tradition 

given to Moshe while he was studying with HaShem 

for 40 days) is clear that "an eye for an eye, a tooth 

for a tooth" refers to paying back with money. 

 
Pay Up, Mister! 

There are five kinds of damages someone who hurts another person has to pay for. Here's an example: 

Witnesses see Mr. Pusher shove Mr. Ouch off a cliff and Mr. Ouch breaks his leg. What next? Well, Mr. 

Ouch can bring Mr. Pusher to a Beit Din (Jewish court) for justice.  And now the verdict: 

Mr. Pusher must pay the following: 

1) Nezek - Damage:  

    This is determined by calculating how much less the Mr. Ouch is worth with a broken leg. Of course, if 

Mr. Ouch is a postal worker he receives more money for the damage than if he was working from his 

home in front of the computer.  

2) Tza'ar - Pain:  

    The Beit Din estimates the amount of pain Mr. Ouch has suffered. (Ouch!) 

 3) Ripui - Healing:  

    Mr. Pusher must pay for all medical expenses needed to treat the injury. And you know how expensive 

doctors are nowadays. (Ouch again!) 

 4) Shevet - Worker's Compensation:  

     Mr. Pusher must pay Mr. Ouch for all the days he can't work due to his injury. Now this depends on 

the type of job Mr. Ouch has. If he is a postal worker, Mr. Ouch would receive a lot less money than if 

he was the President of Coca Cola Company.  

 5) Boshet - Embarrassment:  

     Finally, the attacker pays the injured person for the embarrassment Mr. Pusher caused him. Once 

again, each case depends on the situation and must be evaluated separately.  



Add up Nezek, Tsa'ar, Ripui, Shevet, and Boshet and 

this ends up to be quite a bill to Mr. Pusher.  

  

Besides paying this bill, Mr. Pusher must apologize to 

Mr. Ouch. When Mr. Ouch forgives him (and he 

shouldn't hold a grudge), HaShem forgives him, too.  

 

 

Nice Doggy 

If Mr. Petlover's dog, sheep, cow, or any other tame, domestic animal, injures Mr. Hertz, he must pay Mr. 

Hertz an amount equal to half the damage the animal caused. But if this animal continues injuring people, 

Beit Din warns him to take extra care in guarding his animal. If the animal still continues to cause damage, it 

no longer has the status of a tame animal and Mr. Petlover must pay for the entire damage.  

 

On the other hand, if Mr. Petlover owns a wild, 

dangerous animal -- like a lion, or a bear, or a snake -- 

and that animal hurts someone, then he must pay full 

damages even the first time. After all, even if he says he 

trained the animal not to hurt anyone, it's still a wild 

animal! Something was bound to happen sometime, 

wouldn't you agree? 

 

Watch Your Step! 

 One day Mr. Pitts notices his basement is flooding. He 

is quite handy and decides to fix the problem himself. 

Mr. Pitts spends the whole day digging up his front lawn 

to find the broken pipe. He digs quite a big hole in the 

yard! But it's getting late and dark, and he must continue 

digging the next day. OOPS - Mr. Pitts leaves the pit 

uncovered. Meanwhile Mr. Fallin and his dog walk by 

and they both fall right into it. OH NO! 

Mr. Fallin has the right to take Mr. Pitts to Beit Din . . 

. And the verdict is:   Pay up, Mr. Pitts! 

 
Fire! 

What if Mr. Drowsy goes camping, and while he's busy snoozing away, his crackling campfire spreads and 

becomes a raging forest fire?  

This is very serious. When fire hurts people or damages property, it's no joke. Whether or not Mr. Drowsy 

meant to start a fire, he must pay completely for all damage the fire causes, down to the very last penny. 

  

It's a very important safety rule not to play with matches, lighters, or candles -- and it's a mitzvah, too. 

 

 



Two Watchmen, A Lost Bat, and A Broken Stove 

It sometimes happens that while a person is taking care 

of someone else's things, something goes wrong. What 

then?  

Well, it depends on the situation. The parsha gives four 

different possibilities. Let's follow the guidelines of the 

Torah with some real-life situations: 

 Case 1) "Shomer Chinam"-- an unpaid watchman. If 

someone volunteers to guard his friend's store, for 

example, he must do his utmost best job. But if a robber 

breaks into the store while he is on guard, he won't have 

to pay for the damage as long as he swears before a Beit 

Din that he wasn't careless. After all, he was not getting 

paid -- he was just doing his friend a favor.  

Case 2) "Shomer Sachar" -- a paid watchman. If 

someone robs the store while a paid guard is on duty then the guard is held responsible. Since this paid 

worker wasn't paying attention, he must pay the bill! 

 Case 3) "Shoel" -- a borrower. If you borrow your friend's baseball bat, you should take good care of it and 

not let anything happen to it. But if there are a few new scratches from when you threw the bat down as you 

sprinted to first base, that's normal "wear and tear" from using the bat, and your friend will understand. On 

the other hand, if by accident you left the bat in the baseball field while you went off to play basketball, and it 

was stolen, you must pay your friend for the bat. When you borrow something, you have to be responsible. 

Case 4) "Socher"-- a renter. What happens if someone rents (pays money to borrow) someone else's property 

and something happens to the property? For example, Mr. Renter rents an apartment and the stove belonging 

to Mr. Landlord breaks. Who is responsible to fix the stove - Mr. Renter or Mr. Landlord? 

 The answer is not so simple! Even Rashi (the famous commentator on the Chumash) quotes an argument 

between two great Talmudic Rabbis about this very question. Rabbi Meir says that Mr. Renter is treated like 

a "Shomer Chinam" (an unpaid watchman) and it is up to Mr. Landlord to fix the stove. Rabbi Yehuda says 

that he is just like a "Shomer Sachar" (paid watchman) and Mr. Renter must pay to get it fixed.   

 So who ends up paying to have the stove fixed? If your stove is broken and you need to know the answer 

right away, first call your local Rabbi to find out the answer and then call your landlord. Good luck!  We 

hope it gets fixed fast! 

Free Loans! YAHOO! 

Money lending is, and always has been, a huge business throughout the world. Nowadays, the availability of 

credit cards has made shopping much easier, but at the same time, with some companies charging as much as 

20% interest, it has also caused big problems for many people. You see, if you don't pay the entire amount, 

the bill becomes bigger . . . and bigger. . . and bigger! Until it reaches a point that it is almost impossible to 

pay back. Not a good situation at all!  



The Torah understood very well how charging interest 

can cause terrible problems and therefore encouraged a 

wonderfully simple system called "G'mach" (short for 

Gemilut Chassadim, doing kindness).  

 Here's how it works:  

 If a Jew borrows $500, he must return exactly $500 

when he pays it back -- and not a penny more. The 

interest charge is 0%! He shouldn't even do a special 

favor or buy a gift for the person who loaned him the 

money, as a token of his appreciation, because that 

would be a kind of "interest" too! Very interesting, don't you think? 

 
A Touch of Extra Kindness 

Some people need to be treated with extra special kindness. It's a mitzvah to be nice to someone who 

converted (became Jewish by choice), and not to remind him that he was once not Jewish. 

 We're also told to be very kind to an orphan (a child who doesn't have parents), and a widow (a woman 

whose husband is no longer alive). 

 These are three special cases, but of course it's always the right thing to be kind and helpful to other people. 

Whenever you see someone who needs help in any way, try to make it easier for that person if you can. It's a 

very big mitzvah! 

 
Whodunnit? 

 The Torah warns a judge, "Midvar sheker tirchak" -- never tell a lie.  

 But it's not only a mitzvah for a judge -- everyone must always tell the truth. So if you climb up to reach the 

cookie jar and accidentally knock it over and it breaks - and your mother sees the mess and asks you if you 

might have had something to do with it - don't just shrug 

your shoulders and say, "Who, me?"  

 

Instead, tell your mom what really happened, and she'll 

probably smile and say, "Thanks for telling the truth. 

Next time, ask me to get a cookie for you, OK?" And that 

will be the end of that! - And you get a Mitzvah too! 

 
Keeping Kosher 

"Don't cook a young animal in the milk of its mother."  

 These words are the basis for the rules for keeping kosher. In a kosher kitchen, meat foods are kept 

completely separate from milk foods, and meat and milk are never cooked or eaten together. Now you know 

why kosher kitchens have two sets of dishes, one for meat and one for milk.  

 

Two Words, Two Crowns 

Now that we've learned some of the laws that Moshe heard from HaShem on Mount Sinai, let's back up and 

find out what happened one day before Matan Torah, the giving of the Torah. (That's how it goes in the 

parsha. The stories in the Torah aren't always told in the order in which they happened.) 

  



HaShem asked his people if they were willing to accept 

the Torah. All together they replied eagerly: "NA'ASEH 

V'NISHMAH! We will do and then we will listen (try to 

understand)!" They agreed first to do everything and 

anything HaShem would command -- even though they 

didn't understand yet the meaning behind all the mitzvot. 

They knew that later, the meaning and purpose of the 

commandments might become clear. And if it turned out 

they couldn't figure out the reasons for the mitzvot? So 

what! They trusted that HaShem knew what's best for 

them. 

  (Have you ever been given a prescription for medicine, 

maybe for a bad cough or sore throat? Did you ask the 

doctor exactly what the medicine was made of and how 

it would work to make you better? Probably not. 

Chances are, you trusted your doctor, took the medicine 

and became healthy again! It's the same way with our 

"spiritual doctor" -- HaShem. He is the expert doctor in what makes our neshamot, our souls, healthy.) 

  

When HaShem heard the Jews say "Na'aseh v'nishma," He sent down hundreds of thousands of malachim 

(angels) -- a malach for each Jew. Each malach carried two heavenly crowns, one for the word Na'aseh and 

one for Nishma. These beautiful crowns were placed on the Jews' heads as a wonderful gift from HaShem. 

 

Forty Days and Forty Nights 

  

Six days after He gave the Ten Commandments, HaShem made a cloud of thick smoke on top of Mount 

Sinai. Moshe climbed up to the very top of the mountain. 

  

On the seventh day, HaShem called to Moshe from the cloud. Then He made a path in the cloud for Moshe to 

pass through. 

  

Moshe went right into the cloud... and HaShem gave him two tablets made of precious sapphire stone. 

  

Moshe stayed up on the mountain for 40 days and 40 nights, learning the entire Torah from start to finish! He 

had the best study partner in the world -- HaShem. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



PARSHA REVIEW - MISPATIM 

Concepts 

Laws (as opposed to statues and testimonies) 

Slavery 

Intentional and unintentional murderer 

Laws of stealing and penalties of double payment and payment of 4&5 

Damages to others and their property 

Assisting with a burdened animal 

Death penalty 

Moadim 

Torah not in chronological order 

People 

Yehoshua 

Moshe 

Four Guardians 

Places  Har Sinai 

 

Years from 

Creation 
Timeline 

2448  

7th Sivan Civil laws and promise of conquest of the Land of Israel 

4th Sivan Preparations for giving of the Torah 

7th Sivan 
Moshe ascends for first 40-day period to learn the entire Torah and receive the 

first Luchos 

7th Sivan Civil laws and promise of conquest of the Land of Israel 

Sedra-Stats 

18th of the 54 sedras; 6th of 11 in Sefer Shmos 

Written on 185 lines in a Sefer Torah; ranks 31st 

33 parshios: 6 open, 27 closed 

Comparison to the other sedras: 

118 pesukim – 22nd of 54 (5th of 11 in Shmos)  

1462 words – 31st of 54 (7th of 11 in Shmos)    

5313 letters - 37th of 54 (8th of 11 in Shmos) 

This parsha has 8.65% of the Torah’s mitzvos (1.85% is average) 

We Learn from this Parsha 

The Torah tells us, “You should surely help him.” In regard to your enemy, you must set aside anything you 

have against that person and help unload the burden. 

 



 

Mitzvos 

53 Mitzvos (23 positive and 30 prohibitions) in the Parsha 

(Number 42-94 of 613 Mitzvos in the Torah) 

 

42. Laws of the Hebrew slave 

43. Marital designation of the Hebrew slave-woman 

44. Redemption of the Hebrew slave-woman 

45. One who buys a Hebrew slave-woman may not 

sell her 

46. Not to lessen or withhold from one’s wife food, 

clothing or intimacy 

47. Court to enforce the penalty of death by 

strangulation 

48. Not to strike one’s father or mother 

49. Laws of penalties 

50. Court to enforce the penalty of death by 

decapitation by sword 

51. Court to judge damages caused by domestic 

animals 

52. Not to eat an ox that was sentenced to death by 

stoning 

53. Court to judge damages caused by a pit 

54. Court to impose punishment on a thief 

55. Court to judge damages caused by domestic 

animal’s grazing or trampling 

56. Court to judge damages caused by fire 

57. Court to judge cases involving an unpaid 

guardian 

58. Court to judge cases of a plaintiff and a 

defendant 

59. Court to judge cases involving a paid guardian 

or a hirer 

60. Court to judge cases involving the borrower of 

an object for use 

61. Court to judge the case of a seducer 

62. Not to allow a sorcerer to live 

63. Not to verbally oppress a convert to Judaism 

64. Not to wrong a convert in matters of property 

65. Not to afflict an orphan or a widow 

66. Lend to the poor 

67. Not to demand payment of a debt from a poor 

person 

68. Not to help a to transact a loan for interest 

69. Not to curse a judge 

70. Not to curse with the name of G-d 

71. Not to curse a sovereign leader 

72. Not to separate tithes from produce in the 

wrong order 

73. Not to eat an animal that is a treifa 

74. Not to hear the claim of a party in course when 

the opponent is not present 

75. A sinner can not give testimony 

76. Not to convict for a death penalty with a 

majority of only one 

77. A judge who argues for innocent can not later 

argue for guilt 

78. To follow the majority in legal decisions 

79. A judge man not to take pity on a poor person 

in judgment 

80. Assist in unloading a burden from another’s 

animal 

81. Not to pervert justice because a party is a sinner 

82. Not to decide a capital case by probability 

83. A judge may not take a bribe 

84. Mitzvah of Shmitah – to leave produce 

ownerless in the Sabbatical year 

85. Resting on Shabbos 

86. Not to swear by an idol 

87. Not to mislead Jews to idolatry 

88. Bring offerings to the Bais HaMikdash on Yom 

Tovim 

89. Not to slaughter the Pesach offering while 

Chametz is still in one’s possession 

90. Not to let the Pesach offering remain overnight 

91. To bring the first-fruits to the Bais haMikdash 

92. Not to cook meat in milk 

93. Not to make a treaty with the seven nations nor 

with any idol-worshipper 

94. Not to settle any idol-worshipper in Eretz 

Yisrael 

 

 

 

 



Parshas משפטים Sequencing 

Order the pictures by number as they occurred in the Parsha 
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