
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

What is the significance of our dancing in 

a circle? The Gemara in Taanis (31a) 

describes how in the future, Hashem will 

make a circle with the Tzaddikim, and each 

individual will point with his finger towards 

Hashem in the center of the circle and say the 

Pasuk from Yeshaya HaNavi (25:9), “Behold! 

This is our Hashem Whom we have waited 

for, that He may save us! We will be glad and 

rejoice in His salvation!” The word the 

Gemara uses for ‘circle’ is ‘Machol’, which 

implies that this is not simply a circle, but 

perhaps a circle dance. In Kabalah, a circle 

has deep meaning, as Rabbeinu Bachya 

teaches (Shemos 25:30) that in Olam Haba, a 

Neshamah enjoys being in the Presence of the 

Shechinah, and the circle represents the 

endless joy the Tzaddikim will receive there, 

just as a circle is endless. The Maharal (Be’er 

HaGolah 4) explains that dancing is a form of 

spiritual joy. Joy that remains in the heart is 

limited, but when someone is dancing, this 

joy has no bounds. The Maharal teaches that 

when it comes to a circle, every point faces 

the center. Similarly, the Tzaddikim will all 

connect only to Hashem, the Center of 

everything. The Maharal further says that as 

people move around the circle, each 

individual takes another’s place. This shows 

that each Tzaddik will connect to Hashem 

from all sides, and all angles. Rav Eliyahu 

Dessler (Michtav Me’Eliyahu IV, p. 150) 

interprets all of this in a marvelous way. He 

explains that every individual has their role in 

this world. If we faithfully fulfill our purpose 

as Jews, we will merit a place among the 

Tzaddikim in Olam Haba! Each righteous 

person on his own cannot fulfill everything, 

but as we come to dance together, we aim to 

compliment everyone’s goals, and as a group, 

we can reach completion, and this is the 

significance of why we specifically dance in 

circles on Simchas Torah!  
 

      Besamei HaTorah 
                            …Beneath the Surface 

 
 
 
 
 

By: R’ Shmuel Winzelberg 

Shemini Atzeres – The love of Hashem for Israel 
The Gaon Rebbe Shlomo Kluger, zt”l, wrote in his Sefer Koheles Yaakov: 

It always bothered him that in Parashas Emor and Parashas Pinchas, all the 
holidays are mentioned, and Shemini Atzeres is also mentioned with them. 
Yet, in Parashas Re’eh, where the Torah again enumerates the holidays, the 
holiday of Succos is listed as lasting seven days without any mention of 
Shemini Atzeres at all. Even the seventh day of Pesach is mentioned as being 
holy, but Shemini Atzeres is not mentioned. Why is that? At last, Rav Shlomo 
thought of the reason. There is a Medrash  (Bereishis Rabbah 32:3) that 
states based on a Pasuk in Tehillim 61, that we only say partial praise in 
front of the Holy One, Blessed is He, but we do not say entire praise in front 
of Him. In Yalkut Reuveini (Parashas Devarim) it is written, “These are the 
words that Moshe spoke” to Israel in front of Hashem. Now it is understood 
why Shemini Atzeres is not mentioned in Parashas Re’eh, since Shemini 
Atzeres demonstrates the great love that Hashem has for Israel. And since 
this is before Hashem, Moshe did not say all of His praise, rather, he skipped 
Shemini Atzeres. (Otzros HaTorah) 
 

Although Shemini Atzeres is mentioned in the Torah (Vayikra 23:36, Bamidbar 

29:35), the Torah makes no mention of the holiday of Simchas Torah. Rav Eliezer 

Yehuda Valdenberg compared this to Pesach, which we call Pesach, but it is referred 

to in the Torah as Chag HaMatzos. Hashem refers to a Yom Tov with a name which 

praises that which we gave toward the Yom Tov, for example, we baked the Matzos 

at Hashem’s directive, while we refer to Hashem’s impact, like when He skipped 

over our houses during Makas Bechoros. With Shemini Atzeres, Hashem is 

mentioning our dedication to Him, our spending an extra day of a Yom Tov with just 

us and Hashem, therefore in the Torah it is named Shemini Atzeres. But we refer to 

the love which Hashem has imparted on us through giving us the Torah, therefore 

we call it Simchas Torah. 
 

   Simchas Torah Thoughts 
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Pearls of Wisdom …A Word for the Ages 
Sefer Moed L'Kol Chai (25:11) writes that Shemini Atzeres and Simchas Torah is an    

Eis Ratzon, an extremely opportune time for one’s Tefilos to be accepted by HaKadosh 
Baruch Hu. Therefore, it is proper for one to Daven with extreme Kavanah. This concept 

is based on the Zohar Ha’kadosh in Parashas Noach and Parashas Tzav, where it says 

that everything that one asks for, with true sincerity, will be given to them! 

Simchas Torah Treasures 
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 בס"ד
Moshe Schwab was one of five brothers who grew up in Frankfurt. His father, Reb Yehuda Leib 

Schwab, decided that the oldest and third sons, Shimon and Mordechai, would become Rabbis. 

However, the youngest son, Moshe, would study Torah for a few years in Eastern Europe and then work 

in the family business. In 1933, when Moshe was 16 years old, he followed the path of his brothers and 

went to study in the Kaminetz Yeshivah, under the Rosh Yeshivah, Rav Boruch Ber Leibowitz. He was 

captivated by both Rav Boruch Ber and his son-in-law Rav Reuven Grozovsky, from whom he learned 

much Torah and Mussar. Years later, Rav Schwab would still marvel at the Kavod Rav Boruch Ber had 

for his own Rebbe, Reb Chaim Soloveitchik. When Rav Boruch Ber heard that Rav Chaim was on a 

train that was passing through Kaminetz, he stood the whole time the train was traveling through the 

town in honor of his Rebbe! Under Rav Boruch Ber, the youngest Schwab boy became an incredible 

Talmid Chacham, and learned Torah intensely, day and night. In 1935, when Moshe was 18, he traveled 

to Baranovich to study under Rav Elchonon Wasserman. In those years, it was customary for students of 

smaller Yeshivos to travel to the bigger Yeshivos, such as Mir and Novardok, to spend the month of Elul 

in preparation for the upcoming Yamim Nora’im with hundreds of other Yeshivah students. Therefore, 

for Elul and Tishrei of 1935, R’ Moshe went to the Mir, where he learned under the famed Mashgiach, 

Rav Yeruchem Levovitz. Throughout Elul and the inspiring days between Rosh Hashanah and Yom 

Kippur, R’ Moshe was torn. On one hand he longed to continue with his Torah studies, which he loved, 

but he felt a responsibility to his elderly parents, who expected him to return home after Succos to assist 

in the family business, as they had planned. The turning point came in Mir on the night of Simchas 

Torah. The dancing and singing were extraordinary. Moshe had never witnessed anything quite like it in 

his life. In the middle of the circle, dancing with his eyes closed and clutching a small Sefer Torah 

tightly, was the Mashgiach, Rav Yeruchem. Around him were hundreds of students, locked arm in arm, 

hand in hand, raising their voices to Shamayim, expressing their love of Hashem and His Torah! 

Moshe’s mind was clouded with his dilemma. He knew the wishes of his parents, but could there be a 

more elevated life than one spent in an environment such as this, surrounded by Bnei Torah and 

servants of Hashem? Suddenly it was his turn to dance with the Sefer Torah. It was handed to him 

carefully, and immediately he joined the circle of Bachurim. Holding the Sefer Torah close to his heart, 

he swore to himself that he would never forsake Torah study and that it would be his life’s endeavor. As 

he held the Torah, he Davened that Hashem should give him the courage and strength to overcome any 

and all obstacles that might stand in his way. After Yom Tov he began wondering how to compose the 

letter to inform his parents of his decision, but it was very difficult for him. A few days passed, and a 

visitor came to see Moshe. It was a young Talmid Chacham from the Yeshivah in Baranovich. After 

greeting each other warmly, the young man said to Moshe, “On the night of Simchas Torah I had a 

dream, but I just dismissed it and I did not take it seriously. However, a few nights later I had the same 

dream. The next morning I decided that I had better come and tell it to you. In my dream,” the young 

man continued, “a distinguished looking man with a long white beard came to me and asked if I knew 

someone named Moshe Schwab. I told him that I did. He then said to me, ‘Tell him that I have a 

message for him.’ The old man in the dream then began waving his hands repeatedly upward and said 

emphatically, ‘Tell him, ‘Mashiv Ha’ruach, rejuvenate the spiritual, the Ruchniyus,’ and then, sweeping 

his hands downward, he said, ‘U’Morid Ha’geshem, suppress the materialistic, the Gashmiyus.’” The 

young man said, “The first time I had the dream, I really didn’t make much of it, but then a few nights 

later the man came back in the dream and said to me, ‘Why haven’t you gone to Moshe Schwab and 

deliver my message?’ The next morning I asked around to find out where you were, and I discovered 

that you were in the Mir, so here I am, and I have fulfilled my mission.” Moshe Schwab understood the 

message immediately, however, he was curious. He asked, “Do you know who that man was?” the 

friend replied, “No, I don’t, but if I saw a picture of him, I would surely recognize him.” They began 

looking through pictures of Gedolim, but no face matched the one in the dream. Finally, as the two of 

them were looking through Moshe Schwab’s family pictures, the young man suddenly pointed to a 

picture and shouted, “That’s him! That’s the person who came to me in my dream!” Moshe Schwab said 

that the man in the picture was his mother’s father, Rav Avrohom Erlanger. That evening Moshe was 

able to sit down and compose a letter to his father. He described the visit from his friend and the dream, 

and his interpretation of the message. He concluded his letter and asked his father for permission to 

remain in the Yeshivah. He waited anxiously for a reply. A short while afterwards he got a letter from 

his father. It contained a brief phrase that conveyed the message powerfully. It was words from the 

Pasuk in Bereishis (37:11), ‘V’Aviv Shamar Es Ha’davar’, ‘And his father kept the matter in mind’, 

which Yaakov Avinu said as he anticipated seeing the dreams of his son Yosef come to be. So too,     

Reb Yehuda Schwab, moved by the message of his father-in-law, now yearned to see his own son’s 

dreams fulfilled. Eventually, Rav Moshe Schwab became one of Europe’s most prominent Mashgichim! 
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Simchas Torah Gems 
 

 
On Simchas Torah we celebrate 

the completion of reading the Torah 

with Parashas V’Zos HaBrachah, 

and begin reading the Torah again 

with Parashas Bereishis and the 

account of the seven days of 

Creation. The Torah concludes with 

the Brachos that Moshe gave to the 

Bnei Yisroel just before he passed 

away. However, the Parshah starts 

stating that Moshe is giving a 

Brachah, but before delivering the 

actual Brachos, he first reviewed the 

giving of the Torah by Hashem on 

Har Sinai. Why is this interjection 

necessary? The Nachalas Dovid 

explains that Brachos cannot simply 

just enter our lives. Rather, Brachos 

are requests for additional good to be 

added to the good that one already 

has. The Brachos that one has 

already, acts as a vessel to receive 

and carry additional Brachah. Moshe 

wanted to Bentch the Bnei Yisroel, 

but he first needed to remind them of 

the Brachos that they already had. 

Therefore, Moshe first started by 

telling them about when we received 

the Torah, and utilized that— our 

nation’s greatest Brachah, as the 

‘vessel’ for them to receive more and 

greater Brachos. The Nachalas Dovid 

teaches us a great lesson from this. 

Being thankful for what we have is 

not only proper and Hakaras Ha’tov 

to Hashem for all He gives us, but it 

is the very aspect that allows us to get 

more Brachos! One who only sees 

the negative in his life has no ‘vessel’ 

to carry any Brachos that he may 

deserve. However, one who is 

constantly attuned to all the good that 

he does have can receive even more, 

for now he has a ‘vessel’ in which to 

carry them. On Simchas Torah we 

rejoice in the completion of the 

Torah. By appreciating the great 

Brachah that the Torah is and all the 

wonderful Brachos we received from 

Hashem on Rosh Hashanah and Yom 

Kippur, it opens the door to a new 

year for us to receive even more 

Brachos from Hashem! 
 

L’maaseh… 
 

 


