
   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Staten Island Z’manim 

 לכל זמן ועת
 

      Besamei HaTorah 
                            …Beneath the Surface 

 
 
 
 
 

      R’ Shmuel Winzelberg 
 כל המחלה אשר שמתי במצרים לא אשים עליך כי אני ה' רפאך )טו:כו(
Any of the diseases that I placed upon Egypt, I will not place upon 

you, for I am Hashem, your Healer (15:26) 
The Vilna Gaon, zy”a, explains that this posuk alludes to the difference 

of the Tannaim in the Haggadah, as to how many Plagues befell the 
Mitzrim in Egypt and how many at the sea, until R’ Akiva stated that they 
were smitten with fifty plagues in Egypt and two hundred and fifty at the 
sea. What difference does this make to us? Rather, since the posuk  
guarantees that “any of the diseases that I placed upon Egypt I will not 
place on you”, Chazal wanted to increase the diseases that were placed 
on Egypt so that Israel would be spared from a greater number of 
diseases! (Peninim – HaRav Yosef Berger) 

 

In this week’s Parshah, we learn how Hashem split the Yam 

Suf for Bnei Yisroel to escape from the attacking Mitzrim. Why 

was it necessary for Hashem to split the sea, when He could have 

directed Bnei Yisrael to use boats or rafts which would have 

minimized the need for such a great miracle, while at the same 

time still saved the Bnei Yisrael? Rav Shimon Sofer answers 

based on the Medrash (Shemos Rabbah 21:7) which correlates the 

splitting of the sea as a reward for Avraham Avinu splitting wood 

for Akeidas Yitzchok (Bereishis 22:3). Avraham could have kept 

the wood complete in its natural state, which would have taken 

longer to burn and build a proper fire, which would enable him to 

spend more time with Yitzchok. Instead, he chose to split the logs 

so that the fire would start quicker. In this merit Hashem ensured 

that Bnai Yisrael would be saved in a quicker fashion, by entering 

the split sea and not having to travel on boats— with the constant 

fear of capsizing, which would only end when they reached the 

other side. Hashem ensures that even the smallest of details which 

a person invests for Him will be properly rewarded in-kind! 
 

   Parshah Thoughts 
Ideas and Reflections 

 

Rabbi Aron Moshe Jacobsohn 
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                Candle Lighting: 4:43  

 
 

  Sof Z’man Krias Shema: 
      Mogen Avraham: 9:05   Gra: 9:41 
Sof Z’man Tefillah (Shacharis): 10:30 

Chatzos: 12:08       Sh'kiah: 5:03 
Havdalah: Tzeis HaKochavim: 5:47 
     Rabbeinu Tam (72 minutes): 6:15  

                                                 (some say 6:29) 
 
 

 
                 Next Week: Yisro 
              Candle Lighting: 4:52 

 

Sponsored by Mr & Mrs Newman 
ז"ל אסתר בת גרשוןלע"נ:   

 

 Shabbos Treasures  

Sefer Ziv HaShabbos (p.94) writes that after davening 

Maariv on Shabbos night, and we are ready to head home 

from Shul for the Seudah, it is not the time to start talking 

with others, or gathering in groups around the Shul. It is 

even not the right time to talk at length about Divrei 

Torah! Everything has its time and place, and the time 

right after Maariv on Shabbos is the time for one to go 

home with Simchah and a high spirit, to begin the first of 

the Shabbos Seudos. After all, the Gemara in Shabbos 

(119b) states that there are two Malachim waiting to escort 

us home from Shul. How can we make them wait for us 

while we finish talking? Additionally, this idea can be 

extended to other areas of our lives. The Gemara in 

Chagiga (16a) says that the walls of one’s house are 

keeping watch, to report what goes on. We learn from 

these Chazal that we are obligated to constantly have a 

higher level of conduct, especially on Shabbos! 

  

Sponsored by the Tepfer Family 
ז"ל נפתלי הירצקאר' ישעיה בן ר'  :לע"נ  



  
 

 

 Middos      

Once, Rav Shlomo Zalman Auerbach’s sister asked him about a 

possible Shidduch for her daughter, in the presence of Rav Shlomo 

Zalman’s wife. Rav Shlomo Zalman replied, “He’s a fine boy”. When his 

sister was ready to leave, Rav Shlomo Zalman suggested she visit their 

other sister who lived in the same neighborhood. She thought it was a nice 

idea and agreed, and went to visit her sister. After visiting the sister and 

was leaving her house, she was surprised to see Rav Shlomo Zalman 

waiting outside for her. Immediately he approached her and said, “You 

asked me about a certain young man for a Shidduch. It would have been 

more appropriate if you had asked the question in private. You see, the 

Rebbetzin was also there in the room, and why should she have to hear 

Lashon Hara?” He then told her, “Don’t go ahead with the match. He’s a 

fine boy, but he’s not for your daughter”. Rav Shlomo Zalman’s son-in-

law, Rav Yitzchok Yerucham Borodiansky, said about this story, “This is 

what is called ‘living according to the Shulchan Aruch’. Rav Shlomo 

Zalman was required to report the negative opinion to his sister, however, 

to someone not involved like the Rebbetzin, it would be considered Lashon 

Hara. We can also see the remarkable delicacy in which Rav Shlomo 

Zalman behaved. He didn’t want to tell the Rebbetzin to leave the room, 

but he also didn’t want her to hear Lashon Hara. Therefore, he devised a 

plan where he sent his sister to his other sister’s house and waited for her 

to speak with her there. His sensitivity is truly remarkable!” 
 

 The Siddur Speaks & L’Maaseh 
The Manchester Rosh Yeshivah, Rav Yehudah Zev Segal, 

zt”l, felt that spiritual refinement was the result of proper 

Tefilah. He said that the term Avodas Ha’lev, Service of the 

Heart, which is a reference to Davening, also had a deeper 

connotation. Tefilah, when approached properly, is a Service 

that refines the heart, as it draws one closer to Hashem, and 

deepens one’s understanding of his purpose in life. One’s 

efforts in Tefilah are based, to a large degree, in one’s firm 

faith in the power of Tefilah to help in the most devastating 

situations, even when everything seems hopeless. Once, testing 

indicated that a certain individual was stricken with a dreaded 

disease, R”L. However, a subsequent test at a later follow-up 

visit showed no sign of illness! Rav Segal explained, “The first 

test was not wrong. The disease was there, however, the power 

of prayer rescinded the decree!” Another time, a Yeshivah 

student was diagnosed with a dreaded disease, R”L, and the 

doctors attempted to save his life through surgery. Regrettably, 

the surgery was not successful in reversing the course of the 

disease, and the doctors soon despaired for his life. The boy’s 

father approached Rav Segal for a Brachah. Rav Segal, 

following the suggestion of the Chafetz Chaim, told the father 

that if he would dedicate his son’s life to Torah, the boy would 

have a complete recovery. Although the father had been 

planning for his son to pursue a secular career, he readily 

agreed to Rav Segal’s suggestion. That night as Rav Segal 

Davened the Shemoneh Esrei of Maariv, he was heard saying, 

“Hashem! I promised him!” Rav Segal felt that his Tefilah had 

achieved success, and that was soon substantiated when the 

family went for a second opinion. The second doctor felt that 

the patient’s alarming weakness was due to him having been 

given the wrong medication. As soon as a new prescription 

was administered, the boy’s condition improved, and today he 

is a healthy, outstanding Talmid Chacham, and has raised a 

beautiful family. Due to Rav Segal’s total devotion to Tefilah, 

he became an individual that people would turn to from far and 

wide to receive his Brachah. Even goyim sought his Brachos. 

A surgeon who operated on Rav Segal asked that he be blessed 

with steady hands, so that he could continue his work for many 

years to come. Rav Segal was once hospitalized and a student 

of his was attending to his needs. This student happened to be 

in the corridor one day and noticed a gentile woman pacing 

nervously up and down the corridor, and he asked her what 

was bothering her. She replied that her four-year-old son had 

fallen from a tree and lay in a coma. When the student related 

this to Rav Segal, Rav Segal was pained and said, “We say in 

Ashrei, ‘Tov Hashem La’kol, V'rachamav al Kol Ma’asov’, 

‘Hashem is good to all, and His mercy is on all His works’. It 

does not matter if he is a gentile, and this is a child who is 

untainted by sin. Hashem is good to all.” Rav Segal instructed 

the student to go back to the woman and ask for her son’s 

name so he could Daven for him. Rav Segal mentioned the 

boy’s name and repeated the phrase, ‘V'rachamav al Kol 

Ma’asov’, ‘Hashem’s mercy is on all His works’. A few days 

later, the woman joyfully informed this student of Rav Segal 

that her son had regained consciousness, and the doctors were 

hopeful for a complete recovery. She exclaimed, “It is all due 

to the Rabbi's prayers!” When Rav Segal heard the news, he 

responded, “‘V'rachamav al Kol Ma’asov’, Hashem has mercy 

on all His works!” 
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 בס"ד

 B’Kitzur… A Quick Look at Hilchos Tefilah 

If the one getting the Aliyah said ‘Barchu’ too softly and the 

congregation did not hear him, even though they hear the Baal 

Koreh answer to him, they may not respond to him. However, they 

may respond ‘Amein’ after the Baal Koreh says this response.  
(Kitzur Shulchan Aruch 23:3) 

 

Pearls of Wisdom… A Word for the Ages 
Rav Michel Yehuda Lefkowitz, zt”l, one of the Roshei Yeshivah of Ponovezh, 

was once approached by a Talmid who said he was having a very difficult time 

learning Torah. The boy described with much pain how he kept trying to learn 

but was unsuccessful. To add to the issue, the boy said he had no one at home 

who could help him, as most of his family was not very religious. The boy began 

crying and said, “I very much want to learn, but I am having so much trouble 

with it! As hard as I try, I can never understand what I’m learning!” Rav Michel 

Yehuda listened as the young man poured out his heart, and began crying along 

with him. When he was able to compose himself, Rav Michel Yehuda lovingly 

told the boy that with his family situation, he certainly has a big burden on his 

shoulders to learn Torah. He said, “I want to tell you that I have been the Rosh 

Yeshivah of the Ponovezh Yeshivah Ketanah for many decades. In all my years, 

experience has shown me that it is not the brilliant boys who succeed, but it is the 

Masmidim, the diligent ones who keep at it, and never give up trying even when 

it is difficult. My advice to you is simple. I want you to keep on trying, but I want 

you to stick to the schedule of the Yeshivah. This means that you should learn 

during the Yeshivah’s learning Sedarim, and not learn late at night. Don’t skip 

meals. You should sleep during sleeping times, eat during eating times, and learn 

during learning times. Just keep at it and you will see that the gates of learning 

will suddenly open up for you, and you will understand. You will see such 

success, such great light, that you will forget the darkness which currently clouds 

your mind right now!” The boy thanked his Rebbe, and was very uplifted from 

his words. He followed the advice and was careful to stick to the Yeshivah’s 

schedule, and slowly soon after, this boy began to see success with his learning! 

 


