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In each and every generation, a person is obligated to regard himself as though he actually left Egypt. As it says: "You 

shall tell your son on that day, It is because of this that God took me out of Egypt" (Exodus 13:8). The Holy One, 

blessed be He, not only redeemed our ancestors, but He also redeemed us with them. As it says: "He brought us out 

from there in order to bring and give us the land which He had promised to our ancestors." (Deut. 6:23) 

People often like to think of human history as basically beginning with their birth. Oh, sure, we can imagine as far back 

as our grandparents. But beyond that, it all seems so distant and foreign. 

Deep down, who are you? Your family may be geographically located in California for the past 20 years, and you may 

come from three generations of retail clothiers. But is that really the extent of your heritage? Is that as far deep as your 

roots go? 

* * * 

There is a moving story from the Holocaust, told about the great Bluzhever Rebbe. One night, the German guards came 

into his bunk and ordered everyone up and out. They were to march to a -ield, where a pit had been dug ― deep and 

wide. "Everyone must try to jump across," shouted the guard. "If you miss, you're dead." 

The Jews were hungry and weak. It was pitch dark and cold. One at a time, the Jews tried, but hardly anyone made it.  

Standing next to the Bluzhever Rebbe in line was another Jew. He said to the rebbe: "We'll never make it across. So 

rather than entertain the guards, let's just sit down right here and let them shoot us." 

"No," replied the rebbe. "We must try." 

Within moments it was their turn in line. They jumped together, and both made it safely to the other side. 

Stunned, the other Jew turned to the rebbe and asked: "You're an old man! How did you do it?" 

Explained the rebbe: "As I got ready to jump, I thought of my father and grandfather, 

and of our great and holy Sages from generations past. I thought of Maimonides and 

Rashi. I thought of Moses and King David. I thought of Sarah and Rachel. And as I 

jumped, I held onto their coattails. It was they who pulled me across." 

"But," the rebbe asked the man, "How did you do it?" 

"Oh, me? I was holding onto your coattails." 

* * * 

The Torah compares a person to a tree, as it says, "A person is like a tree of the field..." 

(Deut. 20:19). The Talmud (Avot 3:22) explains: 

A person whose wisdom exceeds his good deeds is likened to a tree whose branches are 

numerous, but whose roots are few. The wind comes and uproots it and turns it upside 

down. But a person whose good deeds exceed his wisdom is likened to a tree whose branches are few but whose roots are 

numerous. Even if all the winds of the world were to come and blow against it, they could not budge it from its place. 

A person can appear successful on the outside, with full branches and a fancy car. "But if the roots are few" ― if there is 

little connection to one's community and heritage ― then life can send challenges that are impossible to withstand. "A 

strong wind can turn the tree upside down." 

But if a person ― irrespective of their wealth and status ― is connected to community and heritage, then "even if all the 

winds of the world were to come and blow against it, they could not budge it from its place."  

– Rabbi Shraga Simmons on Aish.com 
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One message of yachatz, when we eat the small piece of Matza and put the larger away for later as Afikomen, is that 
we gladly relinquish physical pleasures in this life to build up a storehouse of merit for the next (and eternal) life. 



 

The Meaning of FreedomThe Meaning of FreedomThe Meaning of FreedomThe Meaning of Freedom    

My life teacher, Rabbi Noach Weinberg, of blessed memory, used to tell me: “a chain is only as strong as its weakest link”. His message was that 
every human being is living with certain false beliefs and ideologies, mistaken premises and perhaps even some lies that he or she has picked up 

along the way of life. To the degree that we are able to identify these “weak links” and remove them, we will live healthier and more productive 
lives. To the degree that we hang on to them, we might possibly miss the point of our own existence and the blessings that life brings. 

In addition to enslaving the Jews, the Egyptians were into sorcery, witchcraft, idolatry and other occult practices. Sadly, many Jews joined in these 

practices. We were living there for over 200 years, and as exiles go, many Jews adopt practices of the host country. So not only were the Jews 
physical slaves in Egypt, the Talmud teaches us that they were spiritual slaves as well. They had sunk to a very low level and had many weak links 
in their chain. 

The Almighty, our loving parent, in keeping with His promise to Abraham, came in and redeemed us. He took us from our house of bondage, 
performed myriad miracles on our behalf, gave us His Torah and eventually brought us to the land of Israel. Had He waited any longer, it would 
have been too late, as we would have assimilated past the point of any return. Our physical redemption occurred when Gd took us out of Egypt, 
but our spiritual redemption took place when we accepted His Torah and its values. 

We Jews have been in exile for a long time. Have we picked up any false beliefs? Are there any weak links in our chain that might be enslaving us? 
Allow me to tread lightly and respectfully and point out one that is pervasive in the Western world. 

Money equals success. Who doesn’t want to be a success? Answer: no one. We all want to feel like we’ve accomplished in life and that indeed we 

are successful people. Well, if you live in a certain part of the western hemisphere, quite possibly you will buy into the belief that if you acquire lots 
of money, then ipso facto you are a successful person. I have met some very special people over the years who have shared their sadness with 

me, that they are indeed failures in life because they are not rich. It boggles me every time a person reveals this to me, because I know that for 
every one who states this, there are so many others who believe it. It’s nothing less than a sickness of massive proportions. 

Do you want your child to determine his or her self-image based on their earnings? Well, if you live in America, it’s quite possible that they already 
do. This is just one ridiculous, but globally accepted, false belief. There are many others and they are all enslaving. 

There is an age old custom to burn one’s chometz this morning. We take all the remaining bread and leavened products in our possession and 

throw them in a fire. There is an additional custom to throw a small piece of paper in the fire with the bread. The tradition is to write down all the 
beliefs that we can identify [our weakest links] that enslave us, and make the commitment to ourselves and to Gd, that as the bread and the paper 

are burning, we are going to make our best effort to go free. Yesterday we were slaves to beliefs that made our lives narrow [the word Egypt in 
Hebrew means narrow] and now we are leaving that confinement behind. 

Passover is the time of our freedom. There are so many blessings that life has to offer each of us if we would just learn the liberating messages of 

the Seder, like Dayenu. The message of Dayenu is gratitude. Being thankful for what we have is a liberating key to a life of happiness and spiritual 
freedom. 

May the Almighty have mercy on us as He had on our forefathers and show us our weak links so that we can burn them ourselves. May we learn to 

live with gratitude and merit all the rich and bountiful blessings that this world has to offer.  Happy Passover. DW, TFRDW, TFRDW, TFRDW, TFR 

One of the most famous prophets was Eliyahu HaNavi, who stood up to the priests of Baal on Har Carmel and held back the 
rains when King Achav permeated his land with idolatry. Fleeing from Queen Jezebel, Eliyahu followed an angel’s guidance 
and made a forty-day journey to Mount Horeb, which is Mt. Sinai, and G-d asked him what he was doing there. He replied 
that the Jews had abandoned HaShem and he alone remained faithful. 

HaShem responded that the Jews will not respond to force, but to softness, and again asked why Eliyahu was there. Eliyahu 
repeated that he alone remained faithful. At that point, HaShem told him to go anoint Elisha to be his successor as prophet. 

Why? Because Eliyahu was no longer defending the Jewish people, but criticizing 
and denouncing them, he had ceased to be of use to HaShem. HaShem wants a 
leader who will defend the Jews and judge them favorably. When one cannot do 
that, he is unfit to lead. 

Perhaps that is why G-d wanted him to go there, to Sinai, so he might take a lesson 
from the leadership of Moshe, who never gave up on defending Klal Yisrael until 
the day he died. HaShem said to Eliyahu, “You say My children violated my 
covenant?  You yourself will bear witness that they still serve Me.” 

There are two rituals that nearly every Jew practices, no matter how far removed 
from observance they are.  Those two are bris mila – circumcision, and the Pesach 
Seder.   

At both of those times, to this very day, Eliyahu HaNavi is dispatched to see for 
 himself that the Jewish Nation lives on with devotion to G-d.

Want to sign up to get this Shabbos Table Talk each week?  E-mail us at DoItForDovid@Gmail.com. 

 


