
 

 

The Levush writes that on Shabbos we can attain higher 
levels of wisdom as it is a day especially designated for this 
purpose.  Therefore, we should seek ways to increase the 
amount of Torah that we discuss on this holy day. 
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 זכור ושמור בדבור אחד נאמרו

We hope that these Divrei Torah, which are 
designed especially for use during the seudos, 
will  enhance your Shabbos and may they  בע״ה

hasten refuos and yeshuos to all who need 
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Shall I conceal from Avrohom that which I am doing? 

The obvious implication of this possuk is that Avrohom's level of prophecy had not 

reached the point at which it justified his knowing everything that Hashem planned.  The 

Chasam Sofer explains that the only reason for this deficit was that Avrohom sacrificed 

so much of his time for others.  His diligence in the mitzvah of hachnosas orchim 

(welcoming guests) and the time he spent advocating to others about Hashem 
prevented him from pursuing his own spiritual development.  In Avrohom’s 

consciousness, dedication to others came before any personal progress.  Thus Hashem 

says, “Shall I deny him prophecy as a result of his goodness?”  In the subsequent 

pesukim, Hashem explicitly acknowledges Avrohom's merit and reveals his plans for the 
cities of Sedom and Amoroh.  The Chasam Sofer emphasises the need for everyone to 
share their time and knowledge with others, even at the expense of one’s own 
scholarship, as this was the example set for us by Avrohom Ovinu.  In a similar vein, my 

holy ancestor, the Rebbe Reb Pinchas, commenting on the description in Parshas Noach 

of how the eponymous tzaddik “walked with Hashem”, notes that this phrase depicts 
his failing.  Noach was a ‘walker’, concentrating on self-improvement to the exclusion 

and ultimate detriment of those around him.  Avrohom, by contrast, was so concerned 

with the wellbeing of others that he is twice described in the Torah as ‘standing’, 
meaning that he was content to maintain his spiritual equilibrium, whilst focussing his 

energies on elevating others around him.  Thus, a true rav or teacher must be willing to 
sacrifice his time and personal advancement for the benefit of those who need his 

guidance.   

 

… because you have done this thing … 

Our parshah this week contains one of the most famous incidents in the whole of the Torah – Akeidas Yitzchok.  Its notoriety is 

accentuated by the fact that, only some six weeks ago, the episode featured prominently in the Rosh Hashono leyning and davening.   The 

common understanding of the narrative is that the test (if it was in fact a test at all) imposed on Avrohom to offer up his beloved son, 

Yitzchok, was interdicted in the nick of time through the intervention of the angel.  This, points out Rav Elyashiv, is markedly to underplay 

the level of mesiras nefesh (altruistic self-sacrifice) involved.  Rav Elyashiv explains that, contrary to popular conception, the akeido 

actually happened.  It is true to say that Yitzchok's neck was not physically cut, however, he already forfeited his life and thus the mesiras 

nefesh was complete.  It is akin to a lost object after all hope of its being found has dissipated.  It then no longer belongs to the owner, 

even though it may continue to exist physically and be completely intact.  [In support of this approach (not that Rav Elyashiv needs any 

support), one of the Gerrer Rebbes notes that nowhere within the instructions to Avrohom was he told to truss up Yitzchok, yet it… page 2 
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Soroh laughed within herself 

Rashi notes that Onkelos translates Avrohom's laughter [Bereishis 

17:17] as rejoicing, but he puts no such positive gloss on Soroh's 

laughing.  Rav Yechiel Michel Tukachinsky explains that throughout 

Tanach joy is associated with the heart, whereas mockery is 

associated with the viscera.  This fully supports Onkelos' translation 

that Avrohom "laughed and said in his heart", whilst Soroh 

"laughed within herself".  On this same possuk, Ramban queries 

why Soroh should have been rebuked by Hashem, when she did not 

know that the strangers were actually angels.  Why, in those 

circumstances, should her disbelief be so worthy of criticism?  He 

answers with a simple but fundamental lesson in mussar [ethical 

conduct].  Hashem reproached Soroh for treating the ‘stranger's’ 

prediction as impossible, when her reaction should have been to 

say, "Omein, may Hashem make it so".  Rav Yechezkel Levenstein 

expounds on this lesson.  The true believer must establish in his 

heart and mind that everything in this world reflects not merely the 

law of nature, but more significantly the will of Hashem.  If one can 

internalise this truth in every fibre of his body, then no matter how 

exaggerated any wish may sound, a person will answer 

"Omein".  No matter how unlikely an eventuality, nothing is 

impossible.  As the Gemoro in Maseches Brochos [10a] tells us, 

"Even if a sharp sword is lying against a person's neck, he should 

not despair of Hashem's mercy".  Through His criticism of Soroh in 

this episode, Hashem informs us that this level of emunoh 

u'bitochon (faith and trust in Hashem) is expected of us and He will 

consider us remiss, if we do not strive to develop these character 

traits and apply them within our lives. 

 

… is this very act from which we gain the nomenclature 
for the entire event.  This underlines the extent of 
Yitzchok’s mesiras nefesh in assenting to being offered 
up, in that he knew his natural instinct would be to flinch 
when Avrohom brought the knife close to his neck.  It was 
he, therefore, who advised his father to apply restraints 
and it is, with this understanding, easy to appreciate why 
we refer to the event by reference to this aspect of it.]  
Rav Elyashiv draws his proof for his conclusion about 
bringing the akeido to fruition from the words of our 
possuk, in which the malach (angel) tells Avrohom that he 
will be blessed, because he “did this thing” that is the 
akeido, not because he was prepared to do it.  The Torah 
goes on to describe how Avrohom lifted his head and saw 
a substitute to offer up in Yitzchok’s stead.  The possuk 
says that Avrohom spied ayil achar ne’echaz bas’vach 
be’karnav – a ram (achar – after) in the bushes, which Rav 
Elyashiv interprets as indicating a ram (acher – another) 

in addition to his son whom he had just ‘slaughtered’.  
There is further evidence, says Rav Elyashiv, that when 
Yitzchok left the scene of the akeido he was no longer the 
old Yitzchok, but rather he had become a newly-born 
person.  In reporting the command of the malach to 
Avrohom, the Torah provides that the words used were al 
tishlach yodcho el ha’naar – do not touch the child.  We 
see that the angel did not call him Yitzchok, but opted for 
the word child, though Yitzchok was a grown man, as he 
was to be considered newly-born as yet without a name.  

 ַוִּתְצַחק ָׂשָרה ְּבִקְרָּבּה      [18:12]
 
 
 

השבת-ישראל את-ושמרו בני  

השבת-לעשות את  
 

The third Shabbos meal is properly called 
“shalosh seudos”, which literally means “three 

meals”.  This is because by means of partaking of 
this third meal, the other two seudos are 

elevated to a higher level of significance.  In 
general, people are hungry for the meals of Leil 

Shabbos and Shabbos lunch.  Whilst they still 
fulfil the mitzvah of oneg Shabbos (delight), it is 
not obvious that they are eating for the sake of 

the mitzvah.  The reverse is often true at 
shalosh seudos when people are not 

particularly hungry.  Nevertheless, they 
eat a meal clearly intended for the sake 

of the mitzvah, thereby adding 
sanctity to the other 

two meals. 
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