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A Pleasing Aroma 

       In this week’s parsha, the Torah tells 

us,  יַח ֵאהׁ֙ ֵרֵ֣ אֶמר רְּ הּו ַוי ֹּ֗ ָבֲרֵכֵ֑ יְּ ַ יו ו  ָגָדָ֖ יַח בְּ ַשק־֔לֹו ַוָי ַָּ֛רח ֶאת־ֵרֵ֥ ַגשׁ֙ ַויִּ ַויִּ

ה׃ הָו  ֹו יְּ ר ֵבֲרכָ֖ ה ֲאֶשֵ֥ יַח ָשֶד֔ ֵרֵ֣ י כְּ נִּ֔  and he went up and“ בְּ

kissed him. And he smelled his clothes and he 

blessed him, saying, “Ah, the smell of my son is 

like the smell of the fields that Hashem has 

blessed.” This is an extraordinary detail. What 

is the significance of smell in Yiddishkeit and 

what was the significance of Yitzchak’s words? 

Rav Avraham Shor explains that the 

sense of scent is a totally spiritual faculty.  Our 

bodies don’t benefit from smells, but they are 

tied into our lives at every turn.  Particles of 

fragrance are not visible to the naked eye and 

are easily lost, yet from childhood we form 

strong associations with smells. The smells of 

offensive substances are meant to warn us of 

their danger, while the aromas of our mothers’ 

cooking and other familiar smells make us feel 

warmed and nurtured. We cannot eat a smell, 

but the taste of food depends on its smell. A 

scent is something that only the neshama can 

fully enjoy. When a person does something 

which pleases the soul, it creates a spiritual 

aroma which rises to please the Ribono shel 

Olom as well.  

The Sfas Emes teaches a powerful lesson 

in regard to the brocha given by Yitzchak to 

Yaakov. The “sadeh,” field, in this verse is an 

allegory to the Bais HaMikdash. In the Bais 

Hamikdash the fragrant smell of the offerings 

was most potent,  ֵֵ֣נ ו ֶאת־בְּ ם ֶאת־ַצַ֚ ָתָ֖ ֲאֵלֶהֵ֑ ָאַמרְּ ל וְּ ָרֵא֔ שְּ י יִּ

ֹו מֹוֲעד  י בְּ ָ֖ יב לִּ ֵ֥ רִּ ַהקְּ ֕רּו לְּ מְּ שְּ י תִּ חִּ֔ יח  יַח נִּ  י ֵרַ֚ ַשֹּ֗ אִּ י לְּ מִִּ֜ י ַלחְּ ָבנִִּ֨  ָקרְּ

“Command the B’nei Israel and say to them: Be 

meticulous in presenting to Me at stated 

times the offerings of food due Me, as offerings 

by fire of pleasing odor to Me.”  Yitzchak 

blessed Yaakov and foresaw that his 

descendants will have a magnificent Bais 

HaMikdash where the aroma of sacrifices will 

rise to please the Ribono Shel Olom.  The 

connection between Klal Yisroel and Hashem is 

manifested in this heavenly fragrance. But 

Yitzchak’s vision went even further than that. 

He blessed his son that his children should be 

able to serve Hashem even when the Bais 

Hamikdash is no longer, serve Him in a way 

that would be as pleasing as the korbonos 

offered in the Bais Hamikdash. This  brocha is 

referring to tefilah, our prayers. From the time 

of the destruction of the Bais Hamikdash, 

tefilah has become the substitute for the 

korbonos. It is one of the three metaphysical 

pillars that support the entire universe. Our 

lives literally revolve around tefilah. Yitzchak 
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revealed to Yaakov the power and the beauty of 

focused and meaningful tefilah because it is as 

powerful and beautiful as the scent of sacrifices 

that rose from the Altar of the Bais HaMikdash. 

When we daven with focus and fervor, the 

“aroma” of our prayers rises to Ribono Shel 

Olom just as Yitzchak had described.  

The Sefas Emes points out that the idea 

of fragrance is also used to describe Matan 

Torah.1  

לחייו ( שיר השירים ה, יגא"ר יהושע בן לוי מאי דכתיב ) 

כערוגת הבושם, כל דיבור ודיבור שיצא מפי הקב"ה נתמלא כל 

א דיבור שני העולם כולו בשמים וכיון שמדיבור ראשון נתמל

להיכן הלך הוציא הקב"ה הרוח מאוצרותיו והיה מעביר ראשון 

שפתותיו שושנים נוטפות ( שיר השירים ה, יגראשון שנאמר )

 מור עובר אל תקרי שושנים אלא ששונים:

And Rabbi Yehoshua ben Levi said: What is the 

meaning of that which is written: “His cheeks 

are as a bed of spices, as banks of sweet herbs, 

his lips are lilies dripping with flowing myrrh” 

(Song of Songs 5:13)? It is interpreted 

homiletically, from each and every utterance 

that emerged from His cheeks, i.e., the mouth of 

the Holy One, Blessed be He, the entire world 

was filled with fragrant spices.”  The words of 

Hashem at the time of Kabolos HaTorah were 

so far-reaching and exquisite that Shir 

HaShirim compares them to fragrant spices 

filling the world with their presence. It was an 

epic moment when all the neshamas of the 

world simultaneously experienced the “scent” of 

Kedusha.  

The idea of the neshama enjoying a 

spiritual fragrance is particularly apt on 

Shabbos. Chazal explain that on Shabbos each 

                                                      
 שבת פח ב  1

one of us has a neshama yiseira,  נשמה יתירה על

 an extra soul.  The Sefas Emes explains that הגוף

the word “yiseira,” extra, can also be 

understood as domineering. On the weekdays 

we are always struggling with our Yeitzer HaTov 

and Yeitzer HaRah. We are constantly on the 

battle field, trying to get an upper hand over our 

base instincts, our evil inclination. As soon as 

Shabbos comes in, we are elevated through the 

sense of smell which nourishes the neshama. 

The spiritual aroma of Shabbos lends us a 

neshama yeseira which overpowers the body 

and gives us a break from our daily battles with 

the Yetzer HaRah.  It is on Shabbos that 

Yitzchak’s blessing to Yaakov is felt most 

intensely by every Jewish soul, ה יַח ָשֶד֔ ֵרֵ֣ י כְּ נִּ֔ יַח בְּ   ֵרֵ֣

“the smell of my son is like the smell of the 

fields.” On Shabbos we are able to reconnect 

with Hashem like a father reconnects with his 

son. The tefilos of Shabbos are infused with that 

“r’eiach” the spirit which nourishes our 

neshamos. When the neshama yeseira departs 

after Shabbos, we must be revived by literally 

smelling sweet spices.   

May it be Hashem’s will that our lives 

and our mitzvos, our words and our tefilos 

should be like the fragrance of ketores, a 

perfumed aroma rising to please our Master.  
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