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This website contains many articles on a wide range of Yom Tov related topics that can be found under the
headings Sukkah, Esrog, Yom Tov, Hallel, Chol Hamoed, Eruv Tavshillin . The enclosed article discusses a different
aspect of Yom Tov observance, that of…

Question #1: Yizkor on Simchas Torah?

“Is there a reason why Yizkor is recited in Eretz Yisroel in the middle of the Simchas Torah davening?”

Question #2: No Aliyah Laregel

“Someone once told me that when the Beis Hamikdash is rebuilt, the mitzvah of Aliyah Laregel will be optional. How
can that be?”

Question #3: Women and Yaaleh Veyavo

“If a woman forgot Yaaleh Veyavo in bensching of Yom Tov, does she repeat the bensching?”

Introduction:

Although we cannot observe the beautiful mitzvah of Aliyah Laregel until the Beis Hamikdash is rebuilt, many
halachic observances and customs result from the laws associated with this mitzvah. The questions above reflect
some of those practices.

The mitzvah of Aliyah Laregel

The mitzvah of Aliyah Laregel is mentioned several places in the Torah. In parshas Ki Sissa (Shemos 34:23), the
Torah states: Shalosh pe’amim bashanah yeira’eh kol zechurcha es penei Ha’adon Hashem, Elokei Yisroel, “Three
times a year shall all your males appear in the Presence of the Lord, Hashem, the G-d of Israel,” and a similar posuk
appears in parshas Mishpatim (Shemos 23:17). In parshas Re’eih (Devorim 16:16), the Torah specifies that the
three times are Pesach, Shavuos, and Sukkos. In this last place, the Torah concludes with the following statement:
“Three times a year, all your males shall appear before Hashem, your G-d, in the place that He will choose, and you
should not appear before Hashem empty-handed. Each man should bring with him according to the bounty that
Hashem your G-d has provided you.”

This last verse teaches that the mitzvah is not only to ascend to Yerushalayim and to the Har Habayis (the “Temple
Mount”), but also to bring korbanos when we come. It also states that a wealthier individual is obligated to spend
more on his korbanos than a pauper (Mishnah, Chagigah 8b).

Three mitzvos

When the Tosefta (Chagigah 1:5) and the Gemara (Chagigah 6b) discuss the details of Aliyah Laregel, they refer to
it as three mitzvos: “The Jewish people were commanded three mitzvos when they were oleh regel,” that is,
traveling to the Beis Hamikdash grounds on Yom Tov required three specific mitzvah actions:

1. From the words of the above-quoted posuk, “You should not appear before Hashem emptyhanded,” we
derive that one is required to offer a korban olah when we appear in the Beis Hamikdash, called an olas
re’iyah. This korban is completely consumed on the mizbeiach, except for its hide, which is given to the
kohanim as one of the gifts that the Torah provides.
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2. The mitzvah of offering special korbanos shelamim in honor of the festival, called Chagigah or shalmei
chagigah. Some of the meat of this korban goes to the kohanim, but most of it goes to the owners who serve
it as part of their Yom Tov meals while in Yerushalayim. Any tahor Jewish person is permitted to eat from this
korban.

3. The mitzvah of simcha, which includes offering korbanos and eating their meat on each day of the festival,
including chol hamoed. Since meat of korbanos may be eaten only in Yerushalayim, this means that, at the
time of the Beis Hamikdash, the entire Jewish people spent the whole Yom Tov, including all the days of chol
hamoed, in Yerushalayim.

One fulfills this latter mitzvah with any animal korban from which one is permitted to eat, including other korbanos
that one must offer anyway (Mishnah, Chagigah 7b). In other words, one may wait to bring his other required
korbanos, such as firstborn animals, maaser beheimah, donated shelamim offerings, and chata’os until Yom Tov,
and offer them then, while one is in Yerushalayim anyway. When he offers them on Yom Tov, he may fulfill the
requirement of consuming shalmei simcha with the meat of these korbanos. (In the case of chata’os and similar
korbanos, this approach can be used only by kohanim, since no one else is permitted to consume them.)

Rules of Har Habayis

One is required to be completely tahor when ascending the Har Habayis and to do so with complete awe of the
sanctity of the place, and to act appropriately. Among the specific laws that apply on Har Habayis is a prohibition
against wearing shoes and of carrying one’s wallet or money belt.

Exempt from Aliyah Laregel

Notwithstanding the words of the Torah that all the males should ascend the Har Habayis three times a year, Chazal
derive that there is a long list of men who are exempt from fulfilling the mitzvos of re’iyah. This list includes:

1. Difficulty in walking

Anyone who has difficulty walking is exempt from the mitzvah of Aliyah Laregel. This includes the elderly, the ill,
someone with a lameness or injury in his legs, and even those who are unused to walking without shoes, since one
is prohibited from wearing shoes on the Har Habayis (Chagigah 4a). Someone who can walk there only because he
uses a prosthesis is also exempt from the mitzvah (Chagigah 3a; 4a). Similarly, someone who has discomfort in one
leg, even if he has no discomfort in the other leg and can still walk, is also exempt (Chagigah 3a).

2. Vision impaired

Anyone whose vision is impaired is exempt from the mitzvah. This includes someone who can see out of only one
eye (Chagigah 4b).

3. Hearing impaired

Someone who cannot hear, but can speak, or someone who can speak but not hear is exempt from the mitzvah of
re’iyah, although they are obligated in simcha and indeed all other mitzvos of the Torah (Chagigah 2b). Also,
someone who does not hear in one ear is exempt from re’iyah (Chagigah 3a).

All three of these categories of people who are exempt from the mitzvah of Aliyah Laregel and of offering the olas
re’iyah and the shalmei chagigah are still obligated in the third mitzvah mentioned above, of partaking in korbanos
simcha (Rambam, Hilchos Chagigah 2:4, based on Gemara Chagigah 4a). This is, of course, assuming that they
went to Yerushalayim for Yom Tov, because one may eat these korbanos only there.

4. Tamei
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People who are tamei are exempt from fulfilling the mitzvah of Aliyah Laregel (Gemara Chagigah 4b; Tosefta
Chagigah 1:1). Someone who is tamei is required to make himself tahor in order to fulfill the mitzvah of Aliyah
Laregel. However, if he did not purify himself or was unable to do so, he is now exempt from the mitzvah, since as
long as he is tamei he may not enter the Beis Hamikdash grounds. Indeed, someone who is tamei cannot fulfill the
mitzvah of Aliyah Laregel, since he is not allowed to enter the Beis Hamikdash grounds (Rambam, Hilchos
Chagigah 2:1).

There is a major difference between the various categories of exemptions from Aliyah Laregel. People excused from
the mitzvah for medical reasons may perform the mitzvah, and if they do so, they will be rewarded as einam
metzuvim ve’osim, those who perform a mitzvah that they are not obligated to perform. However, someone who is
tamei is forbidden to participate in Aliyah Laregel, since doing so would cause him to violate the sanctity of the Beis
Hamikdash. He should try to make himself tahor as soon as possible.

5. Uncircumcised

There are specific situations in which someone is not obligated to have a bris milah performed, because of the
danger that is involved. Although such a person is exempt from the mitzvah of bris milah, he is still not circumcised,
and, as such, he is exempt from several of the Torah’s mitzvos, including the mitzvah of Aliyah Laregel. Similar to
the person who is tamei, this individual is forbidden to observe the mitzvah.

Children

Although a child is not required to observe any mitzvah, Chazal required the father to see to it that he observe most
mitzvos, in order to acquaint himself with keeping them. In this context, we find a dispute between Beis Shammai
and Beis Hillel. Both schools hold that a father is required to have his minor son accompany him on the mitzvah of
entering the Beis Hamikdash on Yom Tov. The question is: From what age is the father obligated to do so?
According to Beis Shammai, the father is obligated to do so from when the child is old enough to ride his father’s
shoulders, when the father walks from Yerushalayim to the Har Habayis.

We should be aware that the responsibility of a father to train his child to perform a mitzvah is only when the child
will be obligated to fulfill that mitzvah when he becomes an adult. Thus, regarding the mitzvah of Aliyah Laregel,
should the child fit any of categories 1-3 above that exempt an adult from this mitzvah, the father is not obligated to
bring the child with him when he is oleh regel (Rambam, Hilchos Chagigah 2:3).

Smelly professions

There are certain professions that leave their artisans with a malodorous odor. Tanners and copper smelters, for
example, are surrounded by substances whose ill fragrance sometimes permeates their clothing and hair. Are they
obligated in the mitzvah of Aliyah Laregel, or do we say that since their attendance might adversely affect other
people required to observe the mitzvah that they are exempt? This question is discussed by the Gemara (Chagigah
4a). The Rambam (Hilchos Chagigah 2:2) concludes that they are required to clean themselves and their clothes
fully and fulfill the mitzvah of Aliyah Laregel.

Yizkor and Aliyah Laregel

I mentioned previously the posuk from parshas Re’eih (Devorim 16:16), in which the Torah specifies that each
person is obligated to donate according to the bounty that Hashem has provided him. At this point, I want to address
one of our opening questions:

“Is there a reason why Yizkor is recited in Eretz Yisroel in the middle of the Simchas Torah davening?”

To answer this question, we need to explore the history of this prayer. Yizkor is a custom that began among
Ashkenazim in chutz la’aretz and is recited four times a year: on Yom Kippur, the eighth day of Pesach, the second
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day of Shavuos and on Shemini Atzeres . Why specifically on these four days?

On all of these days, there was a custom to make donations to tzedakah, and, at one point, there became
established an idea of reciting a prayer that the tzedakah donated should serve for the benefit of one’s departed
parents and other relatives. On Yom Kippur, it is obvious why special donations were made to tzedakah, but why
specifically on the three days of Yom Tov mentioned above, as opposed to the other days of Yom Tov?

The answer is that in chutz la’aretz, the reading for these three yomim tovim — the eighth day of Pesach, the
second day of Shavuos and Shemini Atzeres  — is in parshas Re’eih, and the last posuk of the reading states: “Each
man should bring with him according to the bounty that Hashem your G-d has provided you.” Although the literal
meaning of the posuk refers to the amount one should spend on the korban olas re’iyah, it certainly can be
understood to include gifts for tzedakah, and indeed that became an accepted practice. The people made donations
to tzedakah, but decided to have them as an iluy neshamah, an elevation for the souls of their departed relatives.
(By the way, in some German communities, there was no minhag of Yizkor and instead, they observed a different
practice on those days, called matanas yad.)

When the Ashkenazim began returning to Eretz Yisroel in the nineteenth century, they realized that in Eretz Yisroel,
there is no eighth day of Pesach or second day of Shavuos, and the day that is called Shemini Atzeres  in chutz
la’aretz is called and observed as Simchas Torah, when we read parshas Vezos Haberacha and the beginning of
Bereishis. Thus, parshas Re’eih is never read on Yom Tov.

Because people did not want to lose this beautiful minhag of reciting Yizkor, they continued to observe the practice
on the day of Yom Tov closest to those days, that is, on the seventh day of Pesach, Shavuos, and on Simchas
Torah.

Beloved servants

We have discussed some of the laws of the mitzvah of Aliyah Laregel, a topic that we will continue to discuss in a
future article, when we will iy”H answer the remaining of our opening questions. Contemplating this special mitzvah
of Aliyah Laregel should give every one of us chizuk. Consider that Hashem Yisborach commanded us to come to
the Beis Hamikdash “in order to be seen.” The message here is that we are His beloved servants and He desires to
see us, as it says in the Gemara (Chagigah 4b), “A servant whom his master desires to see.” Furthermore, the
Gemara describes Klal Yisroel as “the servant whom the master desires to eat at his table.”

May we soon merit fulfilling this mitzvah in the third Beis Hamikdash, may it be rebuilt speedily, and that Hashem
should look upon us favorably! Wishing all of our readers, together with all of Klal Yisroel, a good Yom Tov!
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