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PICTURES AND ETERNITY  
By Rabbi Dov Keilson                                                
  

I personally witnessed the following 

scene at a wedding a few years ago: The 

videographer was doing his job videoing all 

the different people that were making the 

seven berachos at the end of the wedding, 

and unfortunately his camera did not record 

one of the berachos…without batting an 

eyelash he immediately jumped to the best 

solution to his problem. He asked the one 

making the beracha to please repeat the end 

of the beracha again, so that his beracha can 

be captured on tape… 
 Coming from a man who truly loves 

pictures, I must say that even I was aghast at 

that scenario. Pictures are very nice, and cer-

tainly have value to them, but I felt that this was 

just taking it a bit too far. To capture a moment 

of life in a picture is wonderful; but to live the 

moment only for it to be captured in a picture is 

pitiful. 

 Years ago a choshuve Jew commented to 

me: ‘pictures are the eternity of America’. I 

must admit that I had no idea what he was 

trying to say at the time, but years later, and 

hundreds of pictures later, I began to understand 

his profound words. 

 The advancement of technology Boruch 

Hashem has proven to bring some great benefits 

to our lives, and surely lots of convenience. But 

as we know very well, technology has also 

zapped us from a lot of true living. The camera 

and all its many forms, very often distracts us 

from our main goals and purpose in each of 

life’s experiences, and the moment that could 

have been lived and eternalized, becomes 

nothing more than a picture alone. Instead of  

 

maximizing the immense quality of the simcha 

we are zoche to make B’H, or to take in the 

most exhilarating sight of the beauty of Ha-

shem’s world in front of our eyes, we fall prey 

to technology’s traps, and make the entire goal 

the captured picture alone. Thus the eternity 

which is created by the maximizing of life, is r’l 

zapped and tragically switched for a temporal 

picture, that one day will be no more. 

 Not to create any misunderstanding; I 

B’H inherited the love of pictures from my 

beloved mother a’h, who on her computer had 

15,000 pictures stored, and 250 albums leftover 

of every experience of our lives. But my mother 

still was able to keep her priorities in check. She 

taught to us the value of life over the value of its 

captured pictures; and enjoying the moment 

more than its recording. 

 Pictures can surely help to allow a 

person to tap in to a very special moment of the 

past, but what use is the picture, if the moment 

was only lived for the picture alone. 

 A true story: There was a very special 

woman named Mrs. Gibber a’h that was one 

of the first Kollel wives in America. At her 

wedding she had to make a very great choice. 

To have pictures of her wedding; or to save 

that money to allow her husband to learn a 

few more months in Kollel. In an unbelieva-

ble sign of the utmost chashivus of Torah, 

Mrs. Gibber gave up the pictures of her 

wedding, for the sake of Torah… 

 I said over this story at my Shabbos table 

years ago, and a child said to me, “Tatty, but 

she will never ever have pictures of her wed-

ding?!” And I responded, “that is true, but 

pictures are temporary, the Torah she gained 

will be with her forever and ever and ev-

er”….BSD   
 




