
The baby learns Torah with the malach and lives very 
comfortably in its mother’s total security and care. 

On the other hand, the Gemara teaches us in 
Maseches Sanhedrin (91b) that it is clear that the Yetzer 
Hara only enters into a person when one leaves his 
mother’s womb, as it says in the pasuk: 
“ ”- sin crouches at the door. (Bereishis 4:6) 
If one would possess a Yetzer Hara while still inside 
the womb he would kick his mother and try to leave! Thus 
Rabbi Kalish asked: If one’s existence within the 
mother is so wonderful, why would the child kick 
her to leave simply because he acquired a Yetzer 
Hara? The answer is that this is the power of the Yetzer 
Hara: A person can be living the most sublime 
existence, both spiritually and physically, yet the 
Yetzer Hara is so powerful that he can convince the 
person that he is in the worst possible situation! 

Rabbi Kalish then explained that this is exactly 
what we see from the terrible tragedy of the 
mis’onenim in our Parasha. Klal Yisrael was truly living 
a most exceptional form of life. Their every need was 
tended to, they did not have to work at all, and they 
were able to sit and learn and enjoy the goodness of 
Hashem as they constantly worked on coming closer 
to Him. Yet, even in that incredible place, the Yetzer 
Hara found ways to manipulate their minds and 
convince them that their lives were missing so much; 
that the Divine gift of manna from heaven had so 
many problems with it; and they must complain 
about their lot. 

While it is certainly true that we may not, chas 
v’shalom, judge these exceedingly great people whose 
tests and stature we cannot fathom, the Torah still 
tells us the story because of the eternal lesson it is 
meant to teach us.  

Life is filled with good or it is filled with bad; the 
choice is really ours. The Yetzer Tov is helping us 
find the silver linings in every situation, but the 
Yetzer Hara will never stop his persistent efforts to 
spoil all the fun. We must stand vigilant, guarding 
our minds, lest he enter and contaminate our per-
spectives. May Hashem help us realize the truth that 
we all really know, deep down. 

Besiyata DiShmaya. 
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Always Good/Bad 

                                                                                                                                                  
                                                                                                                                                                                              




 As the title clearly portrays, life will always be 
about one of two choices. The term always, however, 
will depend solely on one thing: how the person 
perceives it. A person is usually consistent in the 
way he looks at things, so the term always is very 
intentional.  

For some people things are just always good, 
even in the most difficult of times. Yet for others, 
things are just always bad, even in the most blessed 
of times. 

How and why does it happen? Naturally, Ha-
shem placed within all of us a reservoir of joy that 
can be tapped so that we are happy all the time. So 
why are there so many people walking around 
melancholy and even depressed? What is the cause 
of the sadness? 

It is true that people do have great hardships 
and challenges—everyone does—but some seem to 
have it harder than others. There are people who 
have somehow been able to raise themselves above 
their tzaros; even more amazing are those who have 
lives of true blessing and are somehow still over-
whelmed with sadness.  

One of the vital reasons for this is actually all of 
two words: ‘Yetzer Hara.’ It is the Yetzer Hara that 
causes one to be sad and depressed. It is the Yetzer 
Hara that disallows one to see the positive in his 
life; and it takes great effort and will to overcome 
him. But once the enemy is identified, the person 
can find the wherewithal to appreciate exactly 
what he has to do. 

(Notwithstanding this, there are surely times 
when the hishtadlus of the person is to pursue the 
help of those messengers from Hashem who have 
studied the mechanisms of the brain and can help 
ameliorate any psychological blocks that are 
holding back the person’s joy). 

Last year on Shabbos morning Parashas 
Beha’aloscha my rebbi, Rabbi Yehoshua Kalish shlita, 
spoke about this topic in reference to our Parasha 
and shared the following incredible thought: On the 
one hand, Chazal teach us in Maseches Niddah that the 
baby within its mother’s womb enjoys a most 
sublime existence (as is also expounded upon at 
great length in Chovos Halevavos, Sha’ar Habechinah). 


