
 
 
 
 
 

Lessons for Life in Memory of Aaron Shalom Tepfer a”h, published by Yeshiva Darchei Torah

TO LOVE THE LAND 
By Rabbi Dov Keilson

                                    
 When I left the Mirrer Yeshiva as a 

Bochur in 5755 to return back to the U.S., 

my Rebbe Rav Simcha Ellis Shlita told me to 

take home with me two stones from 

Yerushalayim; (which I B’H still have in my 

drawer till this day). Even if I would be 

returning to the States, he wanted me to hold 

onto a small piece of the Holy Land....  

The Gemara in Meseches Kesubos ac-

tually tells us of how Amoraim kissed the 

stones of our beloved land; for they possessed 

an intrinsic love for the land that Hashem 

loves… 

This past Shabbos I had the great merit 

B’H to be in Eretz Yisroel; unfortunately my 

family went for my beloved mother’s Hakamas 

Matzeiva, yet, the zechus of being in 

Yerushalyim was a great consolation in itself. 

Amongst the short visits that I had in our 

three days there Be’H, I spent a few minutes 

speaking in Yeshivas Toras Chaim, in Romema 

to their wonderful Talmidim, many of them 

from our very own. I expressed to them that 

when Yaakov Avinu met Esav (who r’l wanted 

to kill him) he was overwhelmed with fear. 

Why? Esav had a very great zechus over him; 

the zechus of Yishuv Ha’aretz- dwelling in the 

land. That zechus and Mitzvah is so great, that 

even Yaakov Avinu was afraid of Esav’s merits 

from it! I told the Talmidim that this Mitzvah is 

being fulfilled by them every moment that they 

are there, and they must realize it and appreciate 

it.  

I spoke to them about the fascinating 

Gemara in Meseches Berachos (Daf 5a), that 

teaches us how there are three things in this 

world that are acquired through suffering: 

Torah, Eretz Yisroel and Olam Haboh. I noted 

how amazing it is that included in the list with 

Torah and Olam Haboh is Eretz Yisroel; high-

lighting for us just how integral it is to the 

overall Avodah of a Jew in this world. 

 Furthermore, Chazal seem to be teaching 

us from this Gemara that Eretz Yisroel is a 

spiritual acquisition that has to be acquired. It 

surely does not refer to just the physical acquisi-

tion of a piece of land in Eretz Yisroel, for its 

comparison to the other two spiritual attain-

ments of Torah and Olam Haboh that there is a 

spiritual acquiring of Eretz Yisroel as well. 

Perhaps the idea is as follows: Just as with 

Torah, the acquisition of Torah is achieved 

through a spiritual connection that one creates 

between himself and the Torah that is exactly 

how it is when it comes to Eretz Yisroel too. 

 Part of life’s great Avodah is to make a 

spiritual bond of love between oneself and the 

land of Israel. Not just with all the amazing 

things that take place there, and the incredible 

people that live there, but a connection with the 

land itself. It is a process, and it is an Avodah, 

but if Hashem loves this very special land then 

we must love it too. 

 Dovid Hamelech teaches (in 

Tehillim)“Im Eshkachaich…Im lo Ezkiraichi”, 

“If I will forget you…If I do not mention 

you...Dovid Hamelech is teaching us that part of 

our great task is to speak about the holy land. 

To praise it’s beauty and elevated status to 

others; and to work on developing a love and 

attachment to it.  

Eretz Yisroel is the land that our Avos 

lived and breathed within and built the Nation 

that is us today…may we merit to return to our 

land together with all of Klal Yisroel with the 

Geulah shlaima B’mheira Viyumainu…BSD  




