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ParshasParshasParshasParshas ---- BamidbarBamidbarBamidbarBamidbar

T he parashah begins with the
following words: äùî ìà 'ä øáãéå

ìàøùé éðá úãò ìë ùàø úà åàù ...éðéñ øáãîá,
"Hashem said to Moshe in the Sinai
Desert… count the entire nation of
Bnei Yisrael…" The entire
Chumash BaMidbar is called,ùîåç
íéãå÷ôä, 'The Book of Counting' (or

Book of Numbers).TorahWellsprings- B amidbar

Chumash BaMidbar discusses many
things that happened to the Jewish
nation as they traveled through the
desert for forty years. So why is the
counting so significant, that an entire

Chumash is named for it?

Some answer, the counting expresses
the value of every yid. It shows that
each yid is significant, and valuable.
As Rashi writes, "Because Hashem
loves them He counts them all the
time. When they left Mitzrayim, He
counted them. When people died
after the eigel (Golden Calf) he
counted them to know how many
remained. When He was going to
rest His Shechinah on them, He

counted them." The counting
expresses our specialness to
Hashem, and therefore the entire
Chumash is calledíéãå÷ôä ùîåç, The

Book of Counting."

Parashas BaMidbar is read on the
Shabbos before Shavuos. Reb
Moishe Feinstein zt"l explained, on
Shavuos we receive the Torah, but
there are people who feel very
distant from Torah. They don’t feel
important, they don’t see themselves
as somebody whose worthy to study
Torah or to keep its mitzvos.
Therefore, we read BaMidbar,
thereby proclaiming that every yid is
precious and special to Hashem.
Every yid is Hashem's beloved child.
When one thinks about this, he will
have ùàø úà åàù, a raised head. He
will not lower his head in shame; he
will lift his head and proclaim that
he is also Hashem's servant. He will
consider himself worthy for this
position, because Hashem counts

him and loves him.1111.

1. It is known that ישראל is roshei teivos for תורהלותיותא יבוארישיםששי , "there
are 600,000 letters in the Torah." If one letter of the Torah is missing, the

Torah scroll is passul. Similarly, every yid should realize his importance. If one
yid is missing (or isn't properly keeping the mitzvos) it ruins the entire body of
Klal Yisrael.
The Arizal taught that during hagbah, it is good to look at the letters of the
sefer Torah. "The Arizal would say that when one looks from close up until he



2222 TorahTorahTorahTorah WellspringsWellspringsWellspringsWellsprings ---- BamidbarBamidbarBamidbarBamidbar

The Jewish nation is compared to
the stars. When one looks up to the
skies at night, he sees millions of
tiny stars. They are beautiful as a
group, but each individual star seems
to be unimportant. But if it would be
possible to come close to a star, one
would see that it is extremely large.
The same is true with the Jewish
people. There are many Yidden,
baruch Hashem, and this can cause
people to consider themselves
insignificant. But when we look
closer at each yid, we see the
greatness and just how spectacular

each yid is.

It is written úåîù íìåëì íéáëåëì øôñî äðåî
àø÷é, "Hashem counts the stars. Each
one has a name" (Tehillim 147:4).
The Malbim explains that the name
implies that each star has its own
individual mission to accomplish.
Similarly, Hashem told Moshe
Rabbeinu to count the nationøôñîá
úåîù, because each yid has his
unique name and mission to

accomplish in the world.

SimchahSimchahSimchahSimchah ShelShelShelShel MitzvahMitzvahMitzvahMitzvah

Reb Chaim Vital writes, "Know, that

when one does a mitzvah, it isn't
sufficient to simply do the mitzvos;
[he must also keep the mitzvos with
joy]. Chazal say, 'Whoever does one
mitzvah, he will receive goodness
and he will live long' (Kidushin 39).
[So why do we see people doing
mitzvos, and they aren't receive
goodness and long life?] Similarly,
Chazal say that this mitzvah has this
segulah, and another mitzvah, has
that segulah, etc. So why do we see
people doing these mitzvos, and yet,
we don’t see them receiving these
great benefits? The answer is, when
one does a mitzvah, he shouldn’t
consider it an obligation that he
wants to quickly get over with. He
should think that he will earn
millions for doing the mitzvah. He
should be endlessly happy when he
keeps the mitzvos, as though he was
actually receiving millions of gold

coins for this mitzvah…"

Each mitzvah has its segulah. Reb
Chaim Vital is teaching us that the
potential of the segulah will depend
on the degree of joy that he has,
while performing the mitzvos. Reb
Chaim Vital concludes, "According

is able to read the letters well, it will bring a great light onto the person."
(Shaar HaKavanos)
Once, a bachur told Reb Shimon Shkop zt"l that he is suffering from depression.
Reb Shimon Shkop advised him to look at the letters of the Torah by hagbah. He
explained that since doing this brings 'a great light onto the person,' it will certainly
also banish his depression.
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to the extent of his genuine joy and
good heart, so will he receive the
divine light. If he will do this
constantly, without doubt, he will
attain ruach hakadosh…This rule

applies for all mitzvos…"

We should therefore strive to do
all mitzvos with joy. It will elevate

the value of the mitzvah to far
higher levels.2222

The Rabbeinu Yonah (Shaarei
Teshuvah 4:9) teaches that for
serving Hashem with joy, the reward
will be endlessly greater. Because
joy proves that he loves Hashem,

and he desires to serve Him3333.

2. In Pirkei Avos (3:2) it says that one aveirah brings on more sins גוררת  (עבירה

עבירה ) and a mitzvah brings on more mitzvos. We see this being true
concerning aveiros, because if a person commits a sin, he is tempted to do more
sins. However, we don’t see the concept מצוה גוררת מצוה  occurring. Every morning,
all G-d fearing yidden put on tefillin, and then they daven Shacharis. According
to the rule מצוה גוררת מצוה  we should see people rushing to grab the Gemara
immediately after Shacharis. Why don’t we see this happening? The answer is,
if a person would put on tefillin in the morning and daven Shacharis with the
same interest and joy that the baal aveirah approaches sin, then he would
certainly be inspired to do more mitzvos. But if he does mitzvos by rote, it doesn’t
have this potential.
3. The Baal Shem Tov emphasized in his teachings the importance of serving

Hashem with joy. The Vilna Gaon, in his teachings, emphasized the gravity
and importance of studying Torah. The Baal Shem Tov was niftar on Shavuos, the
day of Mattan Torah and the Vilna Gaon was niftar on Succos, Zman Simchaseinu,
the holiday of joy. Chasidim said that this was to show us that both aspects were
present by both tzaddikim. The Baal Shem Tov was also great in Torah, and the
Vilna Gaon was also great in simchah, because perfection in avodas Hashem is
the combination of Torah and simchah. One without the other will never suffice.
Before the Vilna Gaon's petirah, he held his tzitzis in his hands and cried. When
asked about this, he explained, "For a few pennies, one can buy tzitzis, which in
its merit, Chazal say, one merits seeing the Shechinah. This opportunity isn't
available in Olam HaBa." This story is an example of the Vilna Gaon's boundless
appreciation and joy with the mitzvos.
As we wrote, the Vilna Gaon was niftar on Succos. That year, on Simchas Torah,
his students wanted to dance the hakafos, but they were so sad because of their
rebbe's demise, that they simply couldn’t dance.
The Vilna Gaon's great student, Reb Chaim Volozhiner zt'l, tried to convince the
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others to throw away their grief and to rejoice with the Torah, but they weren't
able to.
Reb Chaim Volozhiner shouted, "Do you know where our rebbe is right now? He
is in heaven, standing under the Kisei Hakavod, enjoying the light of the
Shechinah. At this moment, our rebbe is raising his hands in prayer. He is saying,
'Master of the world, allow me to return to the world again, if even just for a short
while. Just allow me learn another blatt Gemara, in the world of tests.'
"Hakadosh Baruch Hu replies, 'Elinke (Eliyahu, the Vilna Gaon's name ) that is
impossible. After you left that world, you can't ever return to it.'
"Our rebbe raises his hands in tefillah again, and he cries and he begs, 'Ribono
shel Olam, I am willing to give away my entire reward of Gan Eden. Just allow me
to come down to the world to learn just one Mishnah.'
"Hakadosh Baruch Hu replies, 'Elinke, you can't go back.'
"The Vilna Gaon then says that he is willing to give away his entire Olam HaBa
for the opportunity to just say one more time Amen yehei shemi rabba… Hashem
replies, 'Elinke, you remain here. You can't go back down.'
"But we," Reb Chaim Volozhiner concluded, "are living in this world. We can grab
mitzvos: amens, Mishnayos, pages of Gemara, as much as we desire. Therefore,
let us not be sad. Let us rejoice with Simchas Torah."
The talmidim danced with all their strength. At that time, Reb Chaim Volozhiner
composed the renowned song, Olam HaBa iz a gutta zach, lernen Torah is a
besser zach… "Olam HaBa is good, but learning Torah is even better."
With these ideas, we understand why Rabbeinu HaKadosh (Reb Yehudah HaNasi,
who compiled Mishnayos) would return to his house after his demise, every Friday
night, to say Kiddush (see Kesubos 13). Once, the neighbors found out about this,
and Rebbeinu HaKadosh didn’t return again to say Kiddush, "so as not to create
a bad name for other tzaddikim, who didn’t earn this right."
Why was it so important for him to say Kiddush, and why is it a disgrace for other
tzaddikim who didn’t receive this privilege? Isn't being in Gan Eden so much
better? But, in reality, there is no greater place than Olam HaZeh. The rewards of
Gan Eden are unimaginable, endlessly delightful, but the true purpose is to perform
the mitzvos in this world, because this is the world of tests since Hashem's
presence is concealed.
Someone told the Chazon Ish, "The entire world is like a dream."
The Chazon Ish replied, "It is like a dream for those who are sleeping." However,
the tzaddikim who understand the value of life, know how real and wonderful this
world is.
(Someone asked the Chazon Ish whether he should study Mesilas Yesharim in
order, or whether he should focus on the chapters that are related to the yetzer
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hara that he is dealing with at that particular time. The Chazon Ish replied that
since, in our generation, the yetzer hara doesn’t come 'in order.' He uses all sorts
of tactics to catch people in his trap, therefore, we should also fight against him
'not in order'.)
Reb Elyah Lopian zt"l (mashgiach of yeshivas Kfar Chasidim) was outdoors one
day, and saw a group of people working on the street, paving the road. He
recognized two of them from his home town. They had come to Eretz Yisrael after
the war. One of them was irreligious. The hardships of the war drew him away
from yiddishkeit. The other one remained frum.
Reb Elyah spoke with one of them. "How are things for you?"
The man told him about how hard he works, "But I am happy with my lot," he said.
"At least, I am able to bring home some food for the family."
Reb Elyah spoke to the other one (the religious yid). "How are things for you?"
"Things are wonderful. It is hard work, but I have the opportunity to do chesed all
the time."
"What chesed are you referring to?"
"I pave roads, and the paved roads help people. People are now able to walk on
the road easily and comfortably, without falling into ditches…"
Reb Elyah Lopian immediately returned to his yeshiva, and repeated this exchange
to the bachurim. (This was the first and only time that Reb Elyah Lopian interrupted
the studies.) He showed them how the person's intention makes all the difference.
These two people were both doing the same thing; they were both working hard
in the sun, paving roads. One of them was working for a few pennies, while the
other one's focus was on the chesed that he was doing. Therefore, for this very
same deed, one will earn a few pennies, while the other will earn eternal reward
in Gan Eden.
He told his students, "When you will marry and have children who awaken in
middle of the night because they are hungry, you shouldn’t be upset. You should
realize that by preparing food for them, you are doing chesed. How would you feel
if a neighbor's child is hungry, and no one is around to help? Wouldn’t you give
the child food with joy? So why shouldn’t we have the same joy for our own
children, when we try to help them?"
We learn from this that one's thoughts and intentions can make an immense
difference in the value of one's deeds.
In the tzavaah of one of the Gedolei Yisroel of the last generation he requested
that his students study a Mishnah for his neshamah, or to think a good thought,
liluy nishmoso.
A talmid chacham asked one of the gedolei hador, "Which is better? To study a
Mishnah or to have a good thought liluy nishmoso?"
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The Torah tells us that if a navi tells
people to worship idols we shouldn’t
listen to him, even if this prophet
performs miracles.íëé÷ìà 'ä äñðî éë
ìëá íëé÷ìà 'ä úà íéáäåà íëùéä úòãì íëúà
íëùôð ìëáå íëááì, "because Hashem is
testing you, to see whether you love
Hashem with all your heart and

soul" (Devarim 13:4).

The Shaul u'Meishiv (from Reb
Yosef Shaul Nattansohn zt"l) asks,
isn't every test a trial to see whether
we love Hashem? Why does the
Torah state it specifically in regards

to the false prophet?

The Shaul u'Meishiv answers that
this can be understood when we
consider the nature of children
learning in cheder. Chazal say (see
Tosfos on Shabbos 116) that the
nature of children is to want to
escape from school, because they are
still young and haven't yet
experienced the sweetness of Torah.
After one loves Torah, he doesn’t
want to escape; he wants to learn

more and more.

The false prophet said that Hashem
told him that people should worship
idols. Those who don't love Hashem
will rejoice with their opportunity to

throw the yoke of heaven off their
shoulders. Those who love Hashem,
however, will be upset.
Consequently, the false prophecy
reveals whether we love Hashem or
not, and whether we are happy with

the mitzvos, or not.

In addition to being happy with the
mitzvos, one should train himself to
be happy all the time. When one
does teshuvah, he should feel
remorse, he should deeply regret his
sin, but depression,atzvus, means
that he feels that there is no hope.
This thought is always forbidden.
One should always distance himself
from the bad middah of atzvus
(depression) and as a rule, he should

tread on the path of happiness.

After Kayin's sin, Hashem said to
Kayin íà àåìä ,êéðô åìôð äîìå êì äøç äîì
úàù áéèéú, "Why are you upset? Why
has your face fallen?" (Bereishis4).

Hashem was telling Kayin, "It is true
that you did something wrong; you
didn’t bring a desirablekorban and
that explains why it wasn't accepted.
Nevertheless, it isn't a reason to be
sad and depressed.úàù áèéú íà, if
you will learn your lesson, and

The gadol replied, "It is renowned the concept of studying Mishnayos liluy nishmas
a niftar. However, at times, a good thought can accomplish even more than a
thousand Mishnayos."
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improve in the future, you will rise
to higher levels4444.

It is written, éìåç ìë êîî 'ã øéñäå,
"Hashem will remove from you all
illnesses…" (Devarim 7:15). The
Gemara explains, "This is referring
to the marah, gall" (Bava Metzia
107). The marah/gall is the source
for many diseases, as Rashi writes,
"The bitterness increases, enters the
blood system and the bones," and
this makes people ill. The
marah/gall is also the root of
depression. Depression is therefore

often called,äøåçù äøî.

The Yesod HaAvodah explains that
these two concepts (illness and
depression) are connected, because
depression leads to illnesses. If a
person is happy, he is protected from
many diseases. For this reason alone,
a person should strive to be happy

all the time.5555

HonoringHonoringHonoringHonoring OthersOthersOthersOthers

The Mishnah says, "Who deserves
honor? Someone who honors
others." People have different
theories as to regards to how to
acquire honor. Some say by
becoming rich. Others will say by

4. It is written, ד' מבקשי לב ,ישמח  "Rejoice the hearts of those who seek Hashem"
(Tehillim 105). The passuk doesn’t say that those who are successful in

avodas Hashem should rejoice, or that the greatest talmidei chachamim should be
happy, rather it says that all those who search for and seek Hashem should be
happy. Because even if one doesn’t succeed in avodas Hashem, even if he fails,
but if he is a ,מבקש and his desire is to be better, לב  ,ישמח this is already reason
to be happy.
5. A mashal is told about a great general who was home, reviewing his strategies

for the war that his army was battling, when he received a telegram, telling
him that his army had just lost a battle, and many soldiers died.
The general was vividly distressed, and he couldn’t get back to himself. His wise
wife saw this, and she said, "You are upset about the lost battle, but I know of a
much greater tragedy in the army."
"Please tell me what it is," he asked anxiously.
"I heard that your morale is low. And when this occurs, you are not able to plan
strategies that are so needed for the army. If you are depressed, how can we win
this war?"
The yetzer hara does the same to us. Often, the yetzer hara causes people to do
a sin, but it isn't the sin that he wants. The sin isn't the greatest tragedy. The yetzer
hara wants the depression that comes after the sin, because then the person is in
his hands.
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attaining a prestigious job. But the
Torah tells us that the primary
means to earn honor is by honoring
others. Any method that doesn’t
include this factor is bound to fail.
Certainly, those who think that one
attains honor by belittling others, are

making a grave mistake.

Reb Chaim Shmuelevitz zt"l was the
Rosh Yeshiva of Mir and he heard
that in the American branch of the
yeshiva, the students were studying
and enjoying the classes of "Reb
Chaim."
Reb Chaim Shmuelevitz said that
this gave him a very good feeling.
People, in faraway America, were
also studying and enjoying his
chidushim. He soon understood that
they weren't referring to his
chidushim. They were studying the
chidushim of Reb Chaim Brisker

zt"l, and not his own.

Reb Chaim Shmuelevitz repeated
this incident, to show his students
just how good a person feels, when
he receives a good word and a
compliment. Reb Chaim said, "Why
did Hashem create this nature, that
people feel so good when they
receive a compliment? It is to teach
us to offer compliments to our
fellow man. Even if it isn't totally
true, even if it is an exaggeration, it

means so much to people."

Reb Chaim Kreiswirth zt"l said that

when he was a yeshivahbachur, he
had to walk two hours every day,
from where he slept to the yeshiva,
because his sleeping quarters were
so far away. There were some beds
in the yeshiva building, but all of
them were occupied, so he didn’t
have a choice other than to walk this
far distance. He looked forward to
the time when there would be a
vacancy in one of the beds of the
yeshiva, so he could spare himself

all that time and effort.

The fortunate day finally arrived. A
bed in a side room of the yeshiva
was available, and it was Reb
Chaim's turn to get it. Reb Chaim
Kreiswirth was overjoyed with this
new arrangement; he wouldn’t need
to walk so far each day any longer.
A bachur approached Reb Chaim
and said, "I understand that you are
getting the bed in the yeshiva, is

that correct?"

The bachur didn’t say it outright,
but Reb Chaim understood his
intentions. Thisbachur was saying,
"Why are you getting this bed and
not me? Maybe let me have this
bed?"
Reb Chaim also recognized that this
bachur was dejected and
heartbroken, and this better
arrangement would mean a lot for
him. Reb Chaim allowed thebachur
take the bed, and he continued on

with his prior arrangement.
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Sometime later, the Nazisyemach
shemam came to the yeshiva to
murder the students. Thebachurim
were told to line up. One by one,
they were led in front of an open
window, where they were shot and

thrown out of the window.

Reb Chaim stood in line, and saw
that he would soon be brought to the
window. He turned to the wall and
cried the following tefillah: "Only
You know how hard it was for me
to give away my bed. In this merit,

save me…"

Reb Chaim was brought before the
open window, vulnerable and weak,
he began pleading to the Nazi
gunman for his life. The wicked
Nazi had mercy on him. He shot
at the wall, instead of on Reb
Chaim. Reb Chaim fell to the
ground, pretending to be shot.
Someone threw him out the
window thinking he was dead. Reb
Chaim fell to the ground alive and
ran for his life. In this manner, his
life was saved. He survived in the

merit of being mevater.

ShabbosShabbosShabbosShabbos

Shabbos shouldn’t only be a day of
eating and resting. It should also be
a day of Torah andtefillah, a day for

coming closer to Hashem.

The Zohar calls Shabbos,àúîùðã àîåé,
the day for the neshamah, and
therefore, we should make it a holy
day, filled with Torah, tefillah,

zemiros, etc.

The Divrei Shmuel of Slonim zy'a
told the following mashal:

Reuvan invited Shimon to his home,
and he served delicious and
expensive foods. Shimon ate and
drank, and got up and left. He didn’t

say thank you.

How would you describe Shimon's
behavior? Obnoxious? Where is his

gratitude?

The Divrei Shmuel says that on
Shabbos, Hashem tells us to enjoy.
He wants us to make good meals,
but we must also thank Him. We
thank Hashem by devoting time for
Torah, tefillah, and other spiritual
pursuits. But those who just eat,
drink and sleep are similar to
Shimon of ourmashal, who enjoys
what's given to him, without

thanking his host at all.6666

It is known that Shabbos is Klal
Yisrael's bride. What is the source

for this wonderful concept?

6. Chazal say, "Whoever enjoys Shabbos, will be rewarded with a portion that
doesn’t have boundaries" (Shabbos 118). Why is the reward without

boundaries?
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It is written, åúà øáãì åúìëë äùî ìà ïúéå.
(Shmos31:18). åúìëë, Rashi writes,
can meankalah (bride). Thepassuk
is referring to the Torah, but in
particular, thepassukis referring to
Shabbos (seeRabbeinu b'Chaya).
Shabbos is Klal Yisrael's bride. The
meforshim explain that this is the
reason Misechta Shabbos has
twenty-four chapters, just as a bride
is decorated with twenty-four

ornaments (stated inYeshayah3:
18-24).

How do we honor the bride
Shabbos? By making Shabbosyoma
denishmasa (a day for the
neshamah). It should be a day for
Torah, tefillah and avodasHashem.7777

The Dubno Magid told the following
wonderful mashal:

The Chasam Sofer explains that the spiritual elation of Shabbos should make such
a deep impression on him until it makes an imprint on his soul, and will remain
with him forever. Even after Shabbos passes, the uplifted sanctity of Shabbos
should still be felt in his heart. Since he is keeping Shabbos in an eternal,
boundless manner, his reward will also be eternal and boundless.
7. Some people only eat and drink on Shabbos, and they don’t get involved with

Torah and tefillah. They think that they are doing nothing wrong. They say, "I
am not transgressing any of Shabbos's laws. I am enjoying Shabbos, as halachah
requires. I make good meals, I sleep well. But where does it say that one must
daven better on Shabbos? Where in halachah does it state that one should be
more involved in Torah on Shabbos? Where does it state that the primary point of
Shabbos is the spirit of the day?"
To those people, we respond with a mashal:
A kallah is dressed in an expensive, white silk gown, and she feels very good in
it. She sits among her family and friends, and her heart is filled with joy. A fool
enters the hall and tosses a handful of mud on the kallah's dress. The kallah will
be very upset. She may even faint from anguish. She will definitely cry over the
black mark that is now staining her gown.
The fool sees the kallah crying, and asks, "Why is she crying? I didn’t throw the
mud in her eyes. I didn’t cause any physical damage. The mud just went on her
clothes."
People will shout at the fool and say, "The mud didn’t go into her eyes; it went
directly into her heart. She toiled so much until she chose and got this precious
gown, and she has no other. When you threw mud on her, it is like you threw mud
into her heart."
This is what occurs when one doesn’t utilize the Shabbos for spiritual purposes. It
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Someone traveled far from his home
for business purposes. He wasn't
home for a long time, and he missed
his wife and children immensely.
Whenever he met someone from his
hometown, he would ask him about
his family and how they were faring.

Once, a pauper knocked on his door,
asking for a donation. The
businessman recognized the pauper
from his hometown. "Come inside!"
he excitedly said. "Tell me about my
family. How are they?"
The poor man replied, "I don’t have
time to speak. In the time I speak
with you, I can earn money going

from door to door."

The businessman said, "How much
do you generally earn?"

The pauper told him.

The wealthy businessman
immediately gave him this amount
of money, plus much more, and then

he served him a meal.

The pauper thanked him, and ate the
meal. Afterwards, the pauper said, "I
see that you are very generous. You
gave me money and a good meal.
Perhaps you can let me sleep for a
few hours? I am very tired…"

The wealthy businessman lost his
patience. He said, "I gave you food
and money so you would sit with me
and tell me about my family. But so
far, you didn’t tell me anything. All
you did was eat and drink. And now
you have the chutzpah to ask for a

place to sleep as well?"

The nimshal is, Hashem with His
immense kindness gave us Shabbos.
The purpose of this wonderful gift
is because Hashem wants us to have
time to speak with Him (with Torah,
tefillah, zemiros). If someone eats
and drinks, and forgets to speak
with Hashem, he is similar to the
pauper who ate, drank, took the
money, and forgot the primary
purpose of it all, to speak with his
host. Shabbos isn't only for the
body, it is a day for the soul, and
one must strive to tap into the great

joy and holiness that is there.

On Shabbos, Heaven bestows
brachos and goodness to Klal
Yisrael. If we will make ourselves
receptacles to receive these
blessings (by connecting to the
spirituality and joy of Shabbos) we
will receive all this goodness. But if
we lose sight to the holiness and joy

is true that he didn’t transgress any Shabbos prohibition; it isn't as though he threw
mud in the kallah's eyes. However, his actions are comparable to throwing mud
into Shabbos's heart. Shabbos was given to us so we can have an uplifted spirit
to serve Hashem, and this person is only focusing on enjoying himself.
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of Shabbos, we forfeit receiving all
these blessings.

Many fathers have a custom to bless
their children on Friday nights. The
Yaavatz explains that this is because
Hashem bestows on us a lot of
goodness on Shabbos, but children
are too young, and do not know how
to receive these gifts. Fathersbench
(bless) their children, to pass the

good that they received to them.

We can add that in our generation
adults are similar to children;
because adults also don’t know how
to properly receive the brachos of
Shabbos. Therefore, we pray,åðòáù
êáåèî, and we request that Hashem
bless us with all thebrachos of
Shabbos, because we don’t know
how to accept them on our own.8888

In Mishlei it says,àìå øéùòú àéä 'ä úëøá
äîò áöò óéñåé, "Hashem's blessings

8. The poskim give another explanation for parents' custom to bless their children
on Friday nights. During the week (and especially on Fridays) it can happen

that a child breaks something, or the child does something else wrong, and the
parent became angry at the child. The parents' hakpadah (complaint) against the
child isn't a good thing. To some extent, it can be compared to a curse. Therefore,
Friday night, when people are happy, the parents bless their children, to turn the
curses into blessings. (See Likutei Maharich)
The Gemara says, "Whoever says Vayichulu on Friday night becomes a partner
with Hashem in creation" (Shabbos 119). A partner has a right to say his opinion.
Therefore, when we say Kiddush on Friday night, and we become partners with
Hashem in creation, our words and requests have immense power and influence.
Therefore, the Kedushas Levi teaches, before Kiddush on Friday night, one is able
to facilitate miracles and salvations.
It is known that Rebbe Shlomke of Zvehill would bring yeshuous to people by
immersing in a mikvah. The gabai would say the names of people who need a
yeshuah, the rebbe would immerse in the water, and only then could he advise
people, or assure a salvation.
Once, a Sephardic yid went to the mikvah erev Shabbos, because his wife was ill,
and she was struggling with her final breaths. As Rebbe Shlomke was in the water,
he told him his wife's name. The Rebbe immersed, but when he came out of the
mikvah, he didn’t say that she would become better. (When Rebbe Shlomke didn’t
answer, it meant that the situation was still severe, and he wasn’t able to help her.)
The Sephardic yid was very worried. Reb Elyah Roth, the Rebbe's close attendant,
advised him to come to the rebbe on Friday night, when the rebbe made Kiddush.
The man did so. After Kiddush, Rebbe Shlomke turned to the man and said, "Your
wife will be well," and that is what happened.
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causes wealth, and one will not have
any distress" (10:22). The Midrash
explains, øéùòú àéä 'ä úëøá, this is
referring to Shabbos.äîò áöò óéñåé àìå,

refers to mourning(ìáà).

The commentaries seek to
understand the meaning of this
Midrash, because why is mourning

mentioned here?

The Dubno Magid answered this
question with another beautiful

mashal:

A simple, poor person went to his
rav and told him about his financial
difficulties. He told the rav that all
he had left in his home was a few
pennies, and he requested abrachah

for parnassah.

The rav said, "I will not only give
you a brachah, I will give you a
guarantee: The first thing that you
will invest in will prosper and grow.
Take your last few pennies and
invest them and you willb'ezras

Hashem become wealthy."

The poor man almost ran home; he
was so excited with his rav's
promise. He saw light at the end of
his dark tunnel. It was still in the
middle of the night, but he was
impatient, so he awoke his wife and
asked her where she put the money.

She didn’t understand why he needs
the money in the middle of the

night. She also suspected that he
would waste it, so she refused to
give it to him. He shouted; she
answered back; they shared insults
and harsh words, until a serious
machlokes ripped them apart…
Then, the poor yid realized what he
had just done. The rav told him that
the first thing that he would invest
in would prosper and grow, and
foolishly, his first investment was in

a dispute.

The Dubno Magid explained that
Shabbos is a day ofbrachos. It is a
day that whatever one does, prospers
and grows. But to receive the
brachos, one must be careful to
invest in the right places. Chazal
therefore teach,øéùòú àéä 'ä úëøá,
there are manybrachosavailable on
Shabbos. Onlyäîò áöò óéñåé ìà, be
careful not to lose it by investing in
foolishness and in the wrong areas.
Place your efforts in Torah and
avodas Hashem, and you will
receive the blessings that you desire.

It is written, éòéáùä íåé úà íé÷ìà êøáéå
åúà ùã÷éå, "Hashem blessed the
seventh day, and made it holy"
(Bereishis 2:3). Shabbos therefore
hasäëøá and äùåã÷. What are they?

Rashi explains that the brachah and
the kedushah of Shabbos are due
to the man. A double portion of
man fell on Friday – that is the
blessing (êøáéå). The man didn’t fall
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on Shabbos – that is its kedushah
(the ùã÷éå).

But themanonly fell for forty years
in the desert. How is Shabbos
blessed and kadosh in our

generation?

The tzaddikim of Slonim zy"a
answered that even today, theman
describes the kedushah and the
brachah of Shabbos. Because one of
the attributes of theman was that it
tasted like whatever one intended. If
a person wanted to eat meat, the
man tasted like meat, and if he
wanted vegetables, he tasted
vegetables in theman. (see Yoma
75). Shabbos is exactly the same.
Whatever one desires to taste in
Shabbos, he will taste in it. If one
desires to experience the holiness of
Shabbos, that is what he will
experience. And if one desires
worldly pleasures, that is what he

will get.

There is an interesting paradox
found in theman. The man that was
leftover for the next day, spoiled.
But on Shabbos, theman was
purposefully left over (from Friday)
and it didn’t spoil.

What does this teach us?

Rebbe Pinchas of Koritz zy'a
explains it, based on the rule of
nature that whatever is distant from
its life source spoils, and when

something is very distant from its
life source, it spoils quicker.

We can compare this to a plant
(or tree) that was cut, an animal
that dies, and to a person wholo
aleinu is niftar. Each spoil,
because they become detached

from their life source.

The life source of the plant is the
earth, the animal's life source is its
soul, and the person's life source
comes from a higher origin in
heaven. When a plant is cut, and is
lying on the ground (or in one's
house) it isn't very distant from its
life source (which is the earth) and
therefore it doesn’t spoil
immediately. It takes some time,
before it begins to spoil. When an
animal dies, its soul departs from it.
The corpse is very distant from its
life source, and therefore the animal
begins to rot quicker. A human
being, however, rots quickest,
because his soul comes from a very
high place. When it leaves the body,
the body is very far away from its
life source, and it rots immediately.

The man also comes from a very
high world and therefore when it
comes down to this world, distant
from its origin, it cannot last for
long before it spoils. On, Shabbos,
Hashem brings the entire heaven
down to earth. Therefore, on
Shabbos, theman remains in its
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natural domain, near its origin.
This is the reason theman didn’t

rot on Shabbos.

Reb Yisrael Dov Kastel zt"l was a
chossid of the Divrei Shmuel of
Slonim zy'a. He learned in the
Novardokmussaryeshiva, and from
time to time he would go to Slonim,
to be with his rebbe and the

Slonimer chassidim.

Once, Reb Yuzel zt'l (rosh yeshivas
Novardok) asked him, "Why are you
always going to Slonim? What do
you lack here? Isn't there enough
spirituality in the yeshiva?"
Reb Yisrael Dov answered, "In
yeshiva, we are taught that we
should dedicate ourselves to Torah
and tefillah and doing good deeds,
because then we will be rewarded in
Olam HaBa. But I am abaal taavah.
I want to live in the present. It is
hard for me to live, solely, with my
goal on the future, on Olam HaBa.
Therefore, I go to Slonim. There, I
have immense enjoyment when we
say Nishmas Kol Chai together,
slowly and fervently. Similarly, I
derive pleasure when we cry out
Ahavah Rabbawith all our heart and
soul, or when we sing theKah
Echsof… These are sweeter to me
than any other thing in this world. I
don’t have to wait for Olam HaBa
to enjoy Torah and mitzvos. I can

enjoy them right now."

MaavirMaavirMaavirMaavir AlAlAlAl MidosovMidosovMidosovMidosov

The Zohar tells that Reb Pinchas ben
Yair and otherTana'imcame to visit
Reb Shimon on the final day of his
life. Reb Shimon told them: There
are three courts in heaven. One court
has twenty-three judges, another
court has seventy-one judges,
Hashem Himself presides alone over
the third court. When one is brought
before the court of twenty-three or
before the court of seventy-one, it
isn't certain that he will emerge from
the court victoriously. However,
when one stands before Hashem's
court, he will certainly be judged
favorably, because Hashem rules

with chesedand rachamim.

What can one do to ensure that he
will be judged by this wonderful

court of Hashem?

The Shaar HaMelech answers: One
merits going to Hashem's court,
when he is maavir al midosov.
(Maavir al midosov means to go
beyond your limits, beyond your
comfort zone to forgive others, and
to let others have their way, in
order to avoid conflict and to
increase peace and love.) When
one is accustomed to doing so, he
can be judged directly by Hashem,
and he will certainly receive a

good judgment.

The Chozeh of Lublin said to his
student, Reb Yitzchok of Vorke, “I
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want you to become amelamed
[teacher].”
Reb Yitzchok was surprised by that
request. At that time, Rebbe
Yitzchok Vorke’s extremely
wealthy father-in-law was
supporting him, and Reb Yitzchok
was totally involved in studying
Torah. Why should the Chozeh
request that he take on a job? But
he didn’t ask questions, because he
was certain that the Chozeh knew

what he was saying.

In the meanwhile, Reb Yitzchak
went to the Chozeh’s beis medresh

to study Torah.

Moments later, a farmer came to the
Chozeh and said, “I have two

children who need amelamed.”

The Chozeh replied, “Go to the beis
medresh, you will find Reb Yitzchok
there. Tell him that I recommended
him to be your children’smelamed
for the next six months. For that you

should pay him fortyzlottys.”

Reb Yitzchok accepted the position.
He sent a letter to his wife,
explaining that he wouldn’t be
returning home for a half-year, since
the Chozeh recommended that he be
a melamed. She wrote back, “The
Chozeh is so wise. In the aftermaths
of Nepoleon’s war, the French stole
everything they could, and my father
is left without anything.”

The farmer lived in a very small
town where there was only one beis
medresh and exactly ten people to
make a minyan. Everyone there was
ignorant in Torah, but that was the
place the Chozeh sent Reb Yitzchok
to live for a half-year.
Reb Yitzchok tried very hard to
teach the two children Torah, but
they weren’t grasping the material.
The next time he came to the
Chozeh, he expressed his frustration.

The Chozeh told him to daven for
the children’s success in Torah. Reb
Yitzchok followed this counsel. He
davened, and the problem was
resolved. The children were finally
able to understand and grow in
Torah, much to the pleasure of the
children, their parents, and Rebbe

Yitzchok Vorke.

One day, a conflict flared up in the
town’s small beis medresh. One
person embarrassed the other, and
the humiliated person said, “I will
never return to this beis medresh
again.” Ultimately, that also meant
that there wouldn’t be a minyan in

the village.

An elderly person spoke with the
insulted party. He said, “Sometimes,
in life, one needs to learn to accept
things. In reference to Yissaschar
(49:15) the Torah says: ‘He saw that
tranquility is good, and he bent his
shoulder to accept.’ When one
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wants tranquility, he must be ready
to bend his shoulders, to forgive and

to forget.”

A half-year passed, and Reb
Yitzchok returned to the Chozeh of
Lublin and asked him whether he
should continue in this position.
Since by then, his father-in-law’s
parnassahhad been reestablished.

The Chozeh asked him, “Did you
hear any divrei Torah from the

people of the village?”

Reb Yitzchok wanted to say, “Of
course not. How could I? They are

all ignorant,” but then he
remembered thevort that the old
person said, and he repeated it to

the Chozeh.

The Chozeh told him that this was
the vort that he wanted him to hear.
The Chozeh told him that he can
return to his father-in-laws’s home.
Some years later, Rebbe Yitzchak
became the leader of the chassidus
Vorke. The chassidus was largely
based upon the lessons that he
learned from the elderly man of

that village.9999

9. The Divrei Shmuel (of Slonim) zy"a said to the Beis Avraham zy"a, "When I
was younger, I would travel from city to city saying drashos, teaching chassidus

and avodas Hashem. In one city, there was a person who always tried to disprove
everything I said. Whatever I said, he contradicted and said that I was mistaken.
I decided to play his game, and I began saying things that he could easily argue
with and easily refute. Today, this man is among my most devoted chassidim, and
he is prepared to do anything for me. Why am I telling you this? I want you to
know that this is the only way: to be maavir al midosov – to let the other person
have his way. You will only gain when you follow this approach, in this world and
in the next."
Reb Yisrael Salanter zt"l, excelled in the trait of being a maavir al midosov. Once,
he had yahrtzeit for his father, but there was someone else in the beis medresh
who had yahrzeit that day for his daughter. According to halachah, someone who
has yahrtzeit for a father comes before someone who has yahrtzeit for a daughter.
Nevertheless, Reb Yisrael offered the amud and the Kaddish to this other person.
(The custom of this beis medresh was that only one person could said Kaddish,
and Reb Yisrael gave the right to him.) Reb Yisrael Salanter's students asked him
why he gave away the amud and the Kaddish, when it was rightfully his, and it
would be kibud av. Reb Yisrael Salanter zy"a replied, "I am certain that my father
had more pleasure when I was maavir al midosei, than the pleasure he would have
received from my Kaddish."
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