
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

  

 

This week’s Torah portion Korach tells of the sad story of the dispute between Korach and Moshe 

Rabbeinu.  “They [Korach, Dasan and Aviram] confronted Moses together with two hundred and fifty 

men from the children of Israel, chieftains of the congregation, representatives of the assembly, men of 

repute.  They assembled against Moses and Aaron, and said to them, "You take too much upon 

yourselves, for the entire congregation are all holy, and the L-rd is in their midst. So why do you raise 

yourselves above the L-rd's assembly?"” (Bamidbar 16:2-3).  Korach blamed Moshe and Aharon for 

usurping power over the nation.  The question arises: how could Korach, a person on a very high 

spiritual level, who was given the lofty mission of carrying Aron Hakodesh, rebel against 

Hashem’sdecision to make Moshe and Aharon leaders of the Jewish people? 

Let’s try to understand with the help of the following story: 

This story took place when Rabbi Yom Tov Lipman Heller was the chief Rabbi of Prague.  During this 

time, the Czech government levied heavy taxes upon the Jewish population. As a result of the wealthy 

being free from these taxes because of their connections, they in effect placed a greater tax burden on 

their poorer and less fortunate brethren.  When Rabbi Yom Tov found out about this situation, he 

ordered that each family would pay their share of the taxes regardless of status and connections.  As a 

result, a considerable share of the burden would come from the wealthy members of the community. 

Rich people rebelled against this injunction and decided to remove Rabbi Yom Tov from his position.  

They spread false rumors that he was organizing a revolt against the government. 

One of the main culprits was a man by the name of Rafael.  Rafael had vast connections with ministers 

in different countries.  Some of them owed him large amounts of money.  Raphael offered these 

debtors that if they apply pressure on Czech government to rescind Rabbi Heller’s injunction, he will 

forgive them half of their debt.  Of course, they obliged, but the matter went so far, that Rabbi Yom 

Tov was sentenced to death. 

It’s said that the Guardian of Israel neither sleeps nor slumbers.  Hashem dispatches messengers to save 

and assist His loyal servants.  As Rabbi Yom Tov’s son was travelling through France at the time and 
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as he passed through a swampy area in the forest, he suddenly heard loud shrieking cries.  He rushed 

through the bushes and saw that a woman with a small child was being pulled into swampy abyss.  

They happened to be the daughter and grandson of the French king.  Rabbi Heller’s son saved them out 

and delivered safely to the palace.  The King’s family was of course indebted to the Rabbi’s son and 

wanted show his gratitude for his heroic deed.  Rabbi Heller’s son asked for one favor from the King - 

to help free his father from prison. 

Shortly after Rabbi Yom Tov Lipman Heller was freed and reinstated to his position of chief Rabbi of 

Prague.  All those involved in the conspiracy, except one, soon died from painful illnesses.  Only 

Rafael still remained bedridden and in horrible pain.  Rabbi Yom Tov wanted to visit him, but decided 

not to, so as not to give the reason to think that he was rejoicing over the suffering of his enemy.  

However, Rafael himself wanted to see the Rabbi and sent a messenger for him.  In the past they used 

to be good friends.  When Rabbi came, Rafael raised himself from the bed and said, “Rabbi, I am very 

sorry for what I did.  I deeply regret that I gave in to my greed and spread the false rumor.  Please, 

forgive me and pray to Hashem to cure me from this horrible illness.”  Rabbi answered, “I forgive you 

from the bottom of my heart and will pray to Hashem for your speedy recovery.” 

One of the foundations, upon which the world exists, is “vatranut”, the ability to subjugate oneself for 

the higher cause. Hashem, so to speak, let go of His Oneness for the sake of Creation.  However, He 

did that on the condition that Jews will study Torah and keep mitzvos, thus reuniting with their Source.  

In order to study Torah and fulfill the commandments a person must let go of his desires, his 

understanding, and accept Higher Truth. 

Rafael with his rich friends, Korach with his comrades, did not want to submit to will of Hashem.  Rich 

magnates didn’t want to part with their wealth and submit to Rabbi’s decision.  Korach succumbed to 

lust for power and refused to accept Hashem’s Word.  Since Korach forsook his duty to reinstate 

Hashem’s Oneness and rebelled against the purpose of Creation of Heaven and Earth, earth opened up 

in unnatural way and swallowed him, his family, and all their belongings.  He was literally erased from 

the face of the Earth.   
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