
3  The Chazon Ish 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Orchos Chaim L’HaRosh 
23. One should not be quick to get involved in an argument, and one should 

distance himself from taking oaths and vows, because the Aveirah of vows cause 

children to pass away. 

Orach Yesharim writes that usually people get into Machlokes, arguments, 

because they think they are right about an issue. They think that truth and justice are 

on their side. One may even act in ways that they consider to be ‘a Mitzvah’ because 

the other side is wrong. However, if they really think about the matter, they will 

come to realize that they may not be as right as they think they are. Being involved in 

a Machlokes and acting inappropriately is an Aveirah, and should be avoided. 

Once, Rav Yisroel Salanter, zt”l, was watching two young boys playing together. 

At one point, one boy said, “I’m taller than you!” The other boy argued back and 

said, “You’re wrong! I am taller than you!” The argument went back and forth for 

some time. Finally, the first boy said, “I’ll show you that I’m taller.” He found a 

stone and stood on top of it. Gleefully, he exclaimed, “See! Now I am really taller!” 

The second boy just laughed. With one swift motion, he reached up and knocked the 

first boy to the ground. Then, with a mocking voice he said, “I told you, I am taller 

than you!” Rav Yisroel watched this entire episode from a distance. He then turned to 

a student and said, “The Middos and characteristics of the second boy are repulsive. 

This boy will grow up to be a wicked individual!” The student was surprised at this 

statement, and Rav Yisroel explained, “The first boy stood on a stone to show he is 

taller. The second boy could have also stood on a larger stone to show that he is 

taller. But instead, he used force to knock his friend down. He wasn’t interested in 

being taller than the other. He just wanted to minimize the stature of his friend! This 

is a corrupt tendency and is wicked, and this will only lead to much Machlokes!” 
 

)ו:ה( ואהבת את ה' אלקיך בכל לבבך  
You shall love Hashem, your G-d, with all your heart (6:5) 

With all your heart – with both your inclinations, the Good 
Inclination and the Evil Inclination (Brachos 54).  

We can easily understand that we must love Hashem with our 
Good Inclination, but how can we love Hashem with our Evil 
Inclination? Rabbeinu Yonah explains that to love Hashem with the 
Good Inclination is by doing Mitzvos. To love Hashem with the Evil 
Inclination is by conquering it and overpowering it.  

(Lehisadein B’Ahavascha) 
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אב י"ג  
13 Av 

After three weeks of focusing on our national 

tragedies over time which culminated with Tisha 

B’Av, which is the most tragic day on the Jewish 

calendar, we embark on seven weeks of comfort, 

which is expressed in the Haftorah. The first of 

these Haftaros is Nachamu Nachamu Ami 
(Yeshaya 40:1-26). The Sfas Emes (Va’eschanan 

5656) explains that the first step to the comfort of 

Nachamu is in the fact of recognizing that no 

matter what we have done and no matter what 

has happened, Hashem is our G-d. Realizing that 

Hashem is with us through everything and 

continually has hope in us, should give us a place 

to begin in our comfort and faith in Hashem. 

 
 B’Kitzur — Hilchos Tefilah 

If someone came late to Shul for Maariv 

and he has still not yet Davened Minchah, he 

should say Shemoneh Esrei for Minchah while 

the Shul is saying Shema and its Brachos, wait 

a little, for about as long as it would take to 

walk four Amos, and then Daven Shemoneh 

Esrei with the Shul for Maariv. After that, he 

should say Shema and the Brachos.  

(Kitzur Shulchan Aruch 70:3) 

רפאל חיים שאר ישוב בן  לרפואה שלימה: 

 באבא חיה רבקה

 ר' אהרן יהודה לייב בן גיטל פייגא

בתוך שאר חולי ישראל   

 



  
 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 L’Maaseh      
Rav Yitzchak Zilberstein once 

related the following story to his 

brother-in-law, Rav Chaim 

Kanievsky. A couple who had just 

been Bentched with their first son 

came before Rav Shlomo Zalman 

Auerbach, zt”l, with a question, 

concerning what they should name 

their son. The husband had just 

recently lost his father, so it was 

natural that he would want to name 

his son after his father. His wife 

refused to give that name, because a 

short time earlier, in their apartment 

building, a young child with that 

same name had unfortunately passed 

away, and the mother feared that it 

was a bad sign to give her son that 

name. The husband argued that 

Kibbud Av, honoring the memory of 

his father, was more important than 

her concern, but she responded that 

under no circumstances would she 

put her son’s life in “danger” by 

giving him that name. Rav Shlomo 

Zalman gave the matter some 

thought, then he gave his decision. 

He said, “I have to side in favor of 

the mother, but for a different reason 

than she has.” He explained, “The 

baby should not be named after his 

father’s father, but not because of a 

fear concerning a bad sign. The 

reason is because in just a few years 

when your son will go out to play, 

and his mother will call out from the 

window for him to come home, your 

neighbor who lost their child with 

the same name will hear the name of 

their child being called out, and it 

will cause pain to them. One cannot 

give such a name that quite possibly 

will cause pain to another Jew.” 

When Rav Chaim Kanievsky heard 

this Psak, tears welled up in his 

eyes. He said, “This is what it 

means to be sensitive when deciding 

a Halachic ruling. To most people, 

the Halachic response to the 

husband and wife was clear, it was 

either one way or the other. To    

Rav Shlomo Zalmen, there was so 

much more to consider!” 
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 בס"ד

Someone once asked a Gadol advice on Chinuch, specifically, on a good approach to raising 

children. The Rav responded with a story that once happened with the Chazon Ish. One time, a 

construction worker came to the Chazon Ish and said that he was about to start construction on a 

large building, and he wanted the Chazon Ish’s advice on the best way to go about building it. 

The Chazon Ish told the man that he didn’t know anything about construction and referred him 

to ask other construction workers, but the man insisted that he still wanted advice from the 

Chazon Ish. After thinking for a moment, the Chazon Ish said, “Whatever you had in mind to 

lay down as the foundation, double it. That way, the building will have twice as strong a base to 

stand on and will be more fortified to last longer.” The Gadol said, “It is the same way with 

children. Whatever work you are putting into them, double it! That way, their foundation will be 

twice as strong and will set them up to withstand anything that comes their way in the future. 

This way they will become strong individuals, because of their strong foundation!” 

 

Pearls of Wisdom… A Word for the Ages 
The Baal Shem Tov taught that the main rule in serving Hashem is that one should keep 

themselves from sadness to the very best of their ability, because without Simchah, it is 

impossible to constantly be attached to Hashem. The Sefer HaMiddos writes that when one 

performs a Mitzvah with Simchah, it is a sign that their heart is completely with Hashem. 

Nothing in the world is more pleasant than a Mitzvah that is done with Simchah! 
 

V’halachtah B’drachav 
The Ways of Hashem 
Working on our Middos 

 

Rav Gamliel Rabbinovitch relates a story. “Several years ago an important man came to me 

and said that one of his family members went off the Derech, R”L, and his mother was having a 

very difficult time with this. He said that she gets up very early every morning and travels to 

Daven for her son at various holy sites that he return and do Teshuvah. However, he had a 

concern. He said that Baruch Hashem, the family is quite large and they are worried that their 

mother doing this will affect the rest of the family, and so they asked him to intercede and 

speak to her about stopping her travels so early in the morning, so that the family is not 

affected. I told this man that I cannot stop his mother, because she is ‘a Yiddishe Momma’ 

Davening for her son.” Rav Gamliel taught: In this week’s Parshah, Moshe Rabbeinu begs 

HaKadosh Baruch Hu that he be allowed to enter Eretz Yisroel, even if only to visit for a short 

while. He did not Daven once or twice for this, but he Davened 515 different Tefilos! Moshe 

Rabbeinu tried all different ways, and did not give up hope. He continued to ask and plead, but 

Hashem asked him to not plead anymore, and Moshe Rabbeinu, Hashem’s trusted servant, 

stopped Davening for this. Getting ‘no’ for an answer did not change Moshe’s service to 

Hashem in any way, rather, it is just the opposite. Immediately after this he prepared to go out 

to war with Midyan, despite the fact that he knew he was getting close to leaving the world! 

Rav Gamliel explains that everyone needs some type of salvation from Hashem, for many 

different matters, and when one needs help he should Daven to Hashem! The problem begins 

when after one has Davened, if they don’t see the help coming to them, there are some who 

Chas V’Shalom begin to have complaints against HaKadosh Baruch Hu, or they give up hope. 

They say, ‘I’ve Davened so much and I do not see any help!’ At this point, it is important that 

we understand two things: firstly, that no Tefilah is for naught, as even Moshe Rabbeinu was 

answered by meriting to see Eretz Yisroel. The second thing, and the most important thing, is 

that as long as HaKadosh Baruch Hu does not tell me to stop Davening, I do not stop! We must 

keep asking and asking Hashem for help, and Hashem will surely answer our Tefilos! 
 

       The Siddur Speaks 

A Closer Look at Davening 


