
 

DIRECTIONS IN RASHI 
Parashat Vayikra 

THE TEXT (The Torah introduces the mitzvah of bringing a mincha - meal-

offering): 

 ַתְקִריב ָקְרַּבן ִמְנָחה...ְוֶנֶפׁש ִּכי }ב:א{ 

 

{2:1} When a soul [a person] brings a meal offering to Hashem... 
 

RASHI (Rashi comments on the use of the word nefesh - soul, rather than the 

more common words for person, such as “adam” or “ish.”) 

 

לֹא ֶנֱאַמר "ֶנֶפׁש" ְּבָכל ָקְרְּבנֹות ְנָדָבה ֶאָּלא ְּבִמְנָחה, ִמי ַּדְרּכֹו ְלִהְתַנֵּדב ִמְנָחה, ָעִני, ָאַמר 

 ַהָּקדֹוׁש ָּברּוְך הּוא, ַמֲעֶלה אֲ ִני ָעָליו ְּכִאּלּו ִהְקִריב ַנְפׁשֹו.

 

The word “soul” is not used in reference to all the voluntary offerings except for 

this one, the meal offering. Now, whose way is it to donate a meal-offering? A poor 

man [because flour is less expensive than birds or animals]. [Hence,] the Holy 

One Blessed is He, says: “I consider it for him as if he has sacrificed his very 

soul!”  
 

QUESTION There is another korban that Rashi identifies as a korban of a poor 

person, yet there the Torah does not use the word nefesh - soul! 
 

The other poor man’s korban is the burnt-offering of a bird (olat ha’of).  The Torah 

specifies (1:17) that the feathers should be left on the bird and burnt together with 

the body on the altar.  Rashi comments: 
 

But there is not even the simplest of people who, when smelling the odor of burnt 

feathers, does not find it repulsive. Why then does Scripture command us to send 

[the feathers] up in smoke? It is so that the altar should appear satiated and 

beautified with the sacrifice of the poor man [who could afford only a bird]. 
 

Even though Rashi identifies this olat ha’of as a poor man’s korban, the Torah 

does not use the word nefesh - soul regarding this korban; why not? 

 



THE RELEVANT PRINCIPLE Rashi’s commentary is not a random 

collection of nice thoughts, but rather a consistent revelation of Scripture’s simple 

meaning; thus, just as a broad knowledge of Scripture will spread light on each 

particular verse, so too a broad knowledge of Rashi’s commentary will spread light 

on each individual Rashi comment.  Therefore, when faced with a difficulty Rashi 

comment, look for clarification in other Rashi comments that touch on the same 

topic. 
 

AN ANSWER How does a korban “work”?  Why does Hashem forgive a 

person who slaughters an animal, sprinkles its blood and burns specified parts on the 

altar, and gives other specified parts to the kohanim to eat? 

 

An answer, according to Rashi, is found in Parashat Acharei Mot {17:111} where 

the Torah prohibits the consumption of animal blood.  The Torah explains the reason 

for this prohibition: 
 

For the soul of the flesh is in the blood, and I have given it to you [to be placed] 

upon the altar, to atone for your souls. 
 

Rashi comments: 
 

[For the soul of the flesh]: of every creature is dependent upon the blood, and 

therefore, I have [commanded it to be] given [upon the altar] to atone for the soul 

of man. [In this way,] one “soul” [i.e., the blood of a sacrifice] shall come and 

atone for another soul. 
 

A person who sins deserves to have his own blood spilled and his own life taken 

away.  Hashem, in His mercy, allows the person to substitute the blood and life of 

an animal as a substitute for his own blood and life.  This is how a korban “works.”1  
 

How then does the mincha - meal-offering work, since the flour has neither blood 

nor living soul?  The Torah hints at the answer by introducing this korban with the 

word nefesh - soul, rather than the more common words for person.  As Rashi 

explains, the Torah is hinting to us that Hashem accepts this “poor” korban--which 

has neither blood nor soul--as if its owner had “sacrificed his very soul.”  Since the 

poor man has brought as much as he could possibly bring, Hashem accepts his 

                                                 

1  See also Ramban on Vayikra 1:9, and Sefer Hachinuch, Mitzvah 95. 



korban as a substitute for his own blood and soul, as if  he had brought an animal 

that has a blood and soul2.    
 

We can now understand the fundamental difference between the two “poor-men’s” 

korbanot--the mincha - meal offering, and the bird offering. The bird offering is 

usually brought by a poor person, but it is not a “poor” korban.  Since the bird is a 

living being with blood--just like a sheep or cow--it can “work” to accomplish 

atonement just like any animal korban.  Thus, there was no need to use the word 

nefesh -soul regarding the bird offering. The mincha - meal offering, by contrast, is 

truly a “poor” korban.  It is not a living being with blood, and should not, at first 

glance, be able to serve as a substitute for the life and blood of the poor man who 

brings it.  The Torah uses the unusual word nefesh -soul to explain how this korban 

could possibly “work.” 

 

CONCLUSION The Torah uses the word nefesh - soul exclusively regarding 

the one korban--the meal-offering--which requires the extra clarification hinted at 

in that word. 
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2 See Tanya (Likutei Amarim, Chapter 37) regarding the value of charity given by someone who 

does not work for his own livelihood: ”ונית הרי נותן חיי הואיל ובמעות אלו היה יכול לקנות חיי נפשו החי

‘“.נפשו לה  


